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PROCEEDI NGS

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Good afternoon
and wel come to this public hearing regarding the
construction of the conputer rail service on the
G eenbush branch of the A d Colony Railroad Line.

My nanme is Larry Rosenberg, and |I'mthe
Chief of Public Affairs for the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers in New England. CQur
headquarters is located in Concord, Massachusetts,
and I will be your noderator and facilitator today.

Qur Hearing Oficer today is Lieutenant
Col onel Brian G een, our Deputy District Engineer
for the Corps of Engineers in New Engl and.

| f you need copies of the public
notice, the hearing procedures or other pertinent
information, it is available at the registration
t abl es out si de.

Foll owi ng this introduction, Col onel
Green will address the hearing. It is hoped that
he will be followed by the applicant, the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, who

will give a short description of that permt
application. | will then review the Corps of
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Engi neers' responsibilities in this process and
explain the hearing procedures. Followi ng that, |
will open the floor to public comment utilizing our
heari ng protocols, which were also available at the
regi stration desk.

Before we begin, | would like to rem nd
you all of the inportance of filling out those
cards. This afternoon, they are blue; this
evening, they will be yellow. They were avail able
when you got here.

These cards serve two purposes. First,
they let us know that you're interested, and we can
keep you infornmed; second, they provide ne a |ist
of those who wi sh to speak

| f you did not conplete a card, but
wi sh to speak, or receive future information
regardi ng the MBTA permt application, one wll be
provi ded at the application desk, the registration
desk.

One additional rem nder. W are here
today to receive your coments, not to enter into
any di scussion of those coments, or to reach any

concl usi on.
Any questions should be directed to the
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record and not to the individuals on the panel.

Thank you.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Col onel G een.

LI EUTENANT COLONEL GREEN. | would Ii ke
to wel cone you today to this public hearing
regarding the permt application fromthe MBTA on
t he proposed construction of the conmuter rai
service on the G eenbush branch of the A d Col ony
Railroad Line in the Towns of Braintree, Wynouth,
H ngham Cohasset and Scituate. | also would |ike
to thank you for involving yourself in this
envi ronnent al revi ew process.

| " m Li eut enant Col onel Brian G een of
the New England District of the US Arny Corps of
Engi neers. Qur headquarters is |located in Concord,
Massachusetts. O her Corps of Engi neers
representatives with nme today include; Christine
Godfrey, our chief of Regulatory; Ted Lento, our
Permt Project Manager; and Larry Rosenberg, our
Chief of Public Affairs, who will facilitate
t oday' s heari ng.

Today's hearing is being conducted as

part of the Corps of Engineers regulatory program
solely to listen to your comments. By conducting
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this public hearing, we, the Corps of Engineers,
continue to fulfill our regulatory requirenents to
seek public comment and input related to the MBTA
pr oposal .

Qur role in this permt process is
defined by Section 404 of the Cean Water Act, by
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, and as
requi red by Section 106 of the National Hi storic
Preservati on Act.

Whil e no decision will be nade today,
my decision to issue or deny the permt wll be
based on an eval uation of the probable inpacts of
the MBTA' s proposed activity, and your conments
wi |l be considered in evaluating whether the permt
application is issued or denied.

Accordingly, please feel free to
provi de comments that you would like to enter into
the record, either in this hall, or directly to the
st enographer | ocated outside of this auditoriumin
the informational area.

Additionally, I wll receive any
witten cooments today and until April 25th of

2003. | assure you that all of your coments,
witten or oral, will be addressed during this
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process, wll be treated equally on the record, and
w Il be considered in ny deci sion.

It is crucial to this public process
that your voice is heard, and we're here to listen
to your comments, to understand your concerns, and
to provide you an opportunity to put your thoughts
on the record, should you care to do so.

A prior public hearing was held in
August of 1997 that was attended by over 500
people. At that tine, we received extensive
comments, both oral and witten, that have been
i ncorporated into our records, and wll be
considered fully in our decision process.

Since then, there have been many
proj ect changes proposed by the MBTA, and this
hearing is your opportunity to provide coments on
t hese changes.

Once again, | remnd you that prior
comments that we have received wll be considered,
and | encourage you to focus your comrents today on
t he new project elenents that have been proposed
since our |ast hearing in 1997.

| would Iike to enphasize that this is
your hearing, and we need you to assist us in this
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public review process.

To date, no decision has been made by
the Corps of Engineers with regard to this permt.
It is ny responsibility to evaluate both the
envi ronnent al and soci oecononm c inpacts prior to
maki ng any decision. And in order to acconplish
that, | need your input.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Did M. Brennan

arrive?

ANDREW BRENNAN:  Yes.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Ladi es and
gentl emen, Andrew Brenton -- Brennan. |'msorry.

The Director of Environmental Affairs for the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.
ANDREW BRENNAN:  Thank you very mnuch.
| appreciate this opportunity.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Turn it on.
ANDREW BRENNAN:  Thank you very much.
Again, ny nane is Andrew Brennan. |'m
the Director of Environnmental Affairs for the MBTA;
and the MBTA, as you know, is the applicant of this

federal wetlands 404 permt. So | appreciate the
Corps having this hearing, and giving everyone an
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opportunity to coment on it.

As was discussed, the MBTA filed an
initial permt application in 1997, and there is
al so reference to a very |large public hearing held
on that in the sumer of 1997.

|"'mgoing to talk very briefly today
and just really focus on what has changed since the
time of that hearing, and so |'mgoing to go
t hrough this quickly.

The first piece was upon the filing of
t hat hearing began an extensive regul atory process,
bot h under a nunber of regulatory systens under
NEPA, under Section 106 of the Historical
Preservation Act, as well as under the C ean Vater
Act .

I n Septenber of 1999, the Arny Corps
issued what is referred to as a LEDPA, the |east
environnment al | y damagi ng practicable inpact from
alternative -- or determ nation, a draft
determ nation on the LEDPA for the comuter rail
sone that is the | east environnental damaging
alternatives that still nmet the purpose and need of

t he project.
Wth that determ nati on, we npved onto
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an extensive Section 106, the historic preservation
process, which ultimately ended up with an
agreenent between the MBTA, the Mass. Historic
Comm ssion, the Arny Corps of Engineers, on how
hi storic properties would be anal yzed, assessed and
mtigated during the design of the project.

It also et out a very extensive
program for design review, review by the
muni ci palities, review by the H storic Preservation
O ficer, and a review by the Arny Corps on these
desi gn packages that cone in.

And additionally, on -- while this is a
federal process, it is a very inportant with the
state process, which we conpleted our state
envi ronmental review process. W conpleted the
MEPA process in the sunmer of 2001 effectively
endi ng the state environnental review process,
whi ch kicked us off into a state permtting
process, which we are in today.

In terns of the change that were
alluded to, | want to talk to sone of the nore
significant ones. There are a nunber of changes

that occurred. 1'mgoing to talk about the ones
that significantly affect either the jurisdiction
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here on this permt with federal wetl ands issues,
or the federal historic preservation issues. The
nost significant wetland issue is the relocation of
a layover facility in Scituate.

In the permt application, we have it
south of the driftway. W have now noved it to
north of the driftway, effectively reducing the
acres of the wetland inpact by over an acre of
wet | and i npact down on the south of the driftway.

In addition, there's a najor change to
the wetland issues was that relocation of Nantasket
junction station. So those who are famliar with
the area, we are currently trying to have it on the
site of what was H ngham Lunber. In the prior
permt application, we had it across the track,
adj acent to -- across the tracks fromthe H ngham
Lunber. W have now since purchased H ngham Lunber
and plan on building a station there.

Those are the two. There are a nunber
of smaller wetland changes that have been nade
based on pulling back in design, inplenentation of
retaining walls, things like that. Significant

changes in the inpact area so too many too small to
enunerate right here in the quick presentation.
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As for the historic and cul tural
resources, again, there were a nunber of design
changes that had been nmade to accommodate cul tural
resources and mnimze, avoid and mtigate the
inpact to historic resources. The nost significant
of which is the two: Here in H ngham the addition
of an under pass, about an 800-foot underpass, to
avoid inpacts to the historic district in downtown
H ngham as well as what we refer to as the shadow
cut in Weynouth Landi ng by noving the Red Line, and
to tine the application. It was at grade. W
considered building a viaduct to lessen traffic
i npacts. We since noved it to a bel ow ground,
shal | ow type, goi ng under the Wynouth Landi ng
ar ea.

Agai n, there are a nunber of other
smal | er desi gn changes on applications that were
made to accommodate or to avoid inpacts to cultura
resources; and we are going through that design
process for continual identification of ways to
avoid and mtigate inpacts of those properties.

At the end of the day, our current

application for the wetlands -- the federal
wet | ands permt, we show an inpact across the
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18-mle project. W show an inpact to federal
wet | ands of just under three and a half acres,
about 3.41 acres of wetlands along the entire
project line.

We al so have a nore clear
identification of ways to mtigate those inpacts,
including that we will be replicating, creating an
addi tional al nost nine acres, 8.95 acres of
wet| ands. We will be enhancing two and a half
areas of wetland that have sone sort of tidal
restriction, or sonething like that, that prohibits
them frombeing fully realized. W wll be
enhanci ng t hose.

W' ||l also do sone about 16 acres of
wet | and preservation and about just under two acres
of upland preservation. So we feel that we have,
in our proposal docunentation, nore than adequately
conpensated for mtigative bordering wetl and
i npacts that are unavoidable in this project.

That said, a very quick sunmary of
t hi ngs that changed since the |ast application. W
appreci ate the Corps hol ding the hearing, and we

| ook forward to hearing your conmments.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | would like to
briefly review the Corps of Engineers
responsibility in this process. First, the Corps
jurisdiction in this case is Section 404 of the
Cl ean Water Act, which regul ates the di scharge of
dredged or fill materials in waters to wetlands in
the United States. And Section 10 of the R vers
and Harbors Act, which authorizes the Corps to
regul ate certain structures or work in, or
af fecting, navigable waters of the United States.

Second, the detailed regulations that
expl ain the procedures for evaluating permt
applications is Title 33, Code of Federal
Regul ations, Parts 320 through 330, and that was
publ i shed on Novenber 13th, 1986 in the Federal
Regi ster.

And third, the Corps' decision rests
upon several inportant factors.

1. The Corps eval uates individual
permt applications for the discharge of dredged or
fill materials under the Section 404(b) (1)

gui delines of the Clean Water Act. These
gui del i nes, prepared by the Environnental
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Protection Agency in consultation wth the Corps,
are the federal environnental regulations for
evaluating the filling of waters and wetl ands, and
are designated to avoi d unnecessary filling.

2. The Commonweal th of Massachusetts
nmust issue or waive the requisite water quality
certification, and the Coastal Zone Managenent
Agency nust certify that the work is consistent
Wi th coastal zone policies.

3. The Corps of Engi neers coordi nates
conpliance with related federal |laws. These
i nclude the National Environnental Policy Act, the
Endangered Species Act, and the Presidenti al
Executive Order 11988 regarding fl ood managenent .

Additionally, in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, which provides
for full consideration of inmpacts on historic
properties, we will strive to avoid or mnim ze
effects on historic properties, and adhere to goals
of that statute and other applicable |laws dealing
with historic properties.

Finally, the decision whether to grant

or deny a permt is based, in part, on a public
interest review of the probable inpact of the
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proposed activity and its intended use. This
review takes into consideration all conments
recei ved and other relevant factors.

The hearing today will be conducted in
a manner that all who have the desire to express
their views will be given an opportunity to speak.
To preserve the right of all to express their
views, | ask that there be no interruptions. Wen
you cane in, copies of both the public notice and
the procedures to be followed at this hearing were
avai lable. If you did not receive these, they are
available in the reception area. | will not read
ei ther the hearing procedures or the public notice,

but they will be entered into the record of this

heari ng.
* * * * * *
HEARI NG PROTOCOL
1. Cor ps of Engi neers hearings are conducted in

accordance with Title 33, Code of Federa
Regul ations, Part 327. The nost recent edition of
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t hese regul ati ons was published in the Novenber 13,
1986, Federal Register which is avail abl e at npst

libraries.

2. Either the District Engi neer or the Deputy
District Engineer (the two top ranking officials at
the New England District) normally serve as the
presiding officer at the hearing. Wen neither of
themis available to serve, the D strict Engineer

may desi gnate anot her presiding officer.

3. The District Counsel or his designee serves

as the legal advisor to the presiding officer to
advise himon legal matters that nmay arise. The
Chief, Public Affairs or his designee serves as the
presiding officer's advisor on all aspects of
comuni cation, nedia relations, |ocal/regional
public invol venent and interaction, and conmunity

rel ati ons.

4. Any person may appear at the hearing on his own
behal f or nmaybe represented by counsel or by

anot her representati ve.
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5. Hearings wll be conducted orderly, but
expeditiously, by the presiding officer or hearing

noderator/facilitator.

6. After the opening remarks by the presiding
officer, time may be allowed for presentations

descri bing the proposed project.

7. After the presentations, elected and appointed
officials will be given an opportunity to present
their official coments regarding the proposed

proj ect .

8. The general public will then have an
opportunity to nmake oral statenents, present
witten statenents, nmake oral presentations and
make reconmendati ons as to any appropriate
decision. Cross-examnation will not be all owed.
Al'l questions wll be directed to the presiding
officer for the record. The hearing will continue
until everyone (who has requested) has had a chance
to speak. Exceptions to this protocol will be

deci ded by the noderator
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9. Al comments, witten and oral, receive equal
consideration (lengthy witten statenents should be
summari zed orally and the entire witten statenent

submtted for the record).

10. The presiding officer may establish reasonable
time limtes for (all) individual comments in order
to ensure all who have requested will have an

opportunity to speak on the record.

11. The hearing file will remain open for a period
to be determned by the presiding officer fromthe
date of the hearing for the subm ssion of

addi ti onal statenents.

12. The presiding officer shall have the power to
recess or suspend the hearing and, at the presiding

officer's discretion, reconvene it at a | ater date.

13. Atranscript of the hearing will be prepared.
Copi es may be purchased fromthe hearing reporter
of the Corps of Engineers. A copy wll be

avail abl e for inspection at the New Engl and
District headquarters in Concord, Massachusetts.
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*x * * % *

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  The record of
this hearing will remain open, and witten coments
may be submitted today through tonight, or by mai
to our headquarters until October 25, 2003:

VO CES: April.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. |'m sorry.

April. Thank you. August. April 25th, 2003. How
summer flies.

Al witten corments will receive equal
consideration with the oral statenents made today.

In order to make any deci sions
regarding this permt application, we, the United
States Arnmy Corps of Engineers, need to hear from
you, the individuals nost affected by this project.

Before we begin, | would like to rem nd
you once agai n about the inportance of filling out
t hose cards, please.

Col onel Green, if there is no
objection, I wll now dispense with the readi ng of

the public notice of this hearing and have it
entered into the record.
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*x * * * *

PUBLI C NOTI CE

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA) has requested a Corps of Engineers permt
under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899, and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to
place fill material within a total of 7.81 acres of
wet | ands and wat erways for the construction of the
G eenbush A d Colony Railroad conmmuter |ine through
t he Towns of Braintree, Wynouth, H ngham
Cohasset, and Scituate, Massachusetts.

Construction will include installing approxi mtely
18 mles of rail line and seven new conmuter rai
stations and an end of the line |ayover facility.
Total permanent and tenporary wetl ands and wat er way
i mpacts within Corps jurisdiction associated with
the proposed work are as follows: 3.41 acres
(148,575 square feet) of permanent inpact wetl ands,
4.02 acres (175,272 square feet) of tenporary

i npacts to wetl ands, 0.082 acres (3,571 square
feet) of permanent inpact to waterways, and 0. 30
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acres (12,979 square feet) of tenporary inpacts to
wat erways. The wetland and wat erway areas to be
filled are |l ocated by station nunber on the
attached | ocus maps nunbered 1 through 5 and
further described on the attached table entitled
"TABLE Bl1, SUMVARY OF WETLANDS | MPACTS BY TOM. "
More detail ed project plans entitled "COLD COLONY
REHABI LI TATI ON, GREENBUSH LI NE' on 132 sheets dated
Novenber 6, 2002 are avail abl e upon request.

In April of 1997 the MBTA first
subnmitted a permt application for this proposed
work and a public notice was issued May 6, 1997.
The MBTA subsequently has nodified the project and
subnmitted a revised permt application that is the
subj ect of this current public notice.

Nunmerous alternatives as identified in
the attached Table A-1 were considered and six of
those alternatives were evaluated in greater detai
in order to ensure that all feasible nmeans to avoid
damage to the environnent were considered, and that
unavoi dabl e damage to the environnent was mninm zed
and mtigated to the maxi num extent practicable.

The six major alternatives considered in the
G eenbush corridor for transportation inprovenents
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1) No-Build; 2) Transportation System

Managenent (TSM; 3) Commuter boat service with

expanded H ngham term nal and feeder bus service;

4) Commut er bus service with expanded H ngham

termnal and new term nals in Nantasket and/or

Quincy with feeder bus service alternatives;

5) Conmuter rail service entirely at-grade; and

6) Commuter rail service including a tunnel under

H ngham Squar e.

The project purpose for the restoration

of the Greenbush Line of the A d Col ony Railroad

is:

To neet the G eenbush Line corridor's needs
for transit services;

To reverse the growi ng isolation of the

G eenbush Line corridor;

To increase nobility by increasing transit
capacity, ridership, accessibility,
reliability, and confort;

To reduce transit travel tine and traffic
congesti on;

To all eviate the burden on existing roadway

and transit facilities and services, such
as parking facilities, the Red Line system
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Route 3, and the Southeast Expressway;
To reduce fuel consunption and air
pol | uti on;
To provide cost-effective transit services
by maxi m zing the use and capacity of
existing facilities and maxi m zing the
nat ural advantages of each node of
transportation within a nmulti-noda
approach to transportation inprovenents;
To hel p the regional Internodal
Transportation Systens (I TS) programto
achieve inprovenents in air quality,
i ncludi ng specific commtnents to provide
rail service (or transit service with
equi val ent ridership) in the G eenbush
Corridor. This conmtment is part of the
Commonweal th' s Federal | y-approved State
| mpl enent ati on Plan pursuant to the Federal
Clean Air Act and the state's mtigation
agreenent for the Central Artery Project.
To aneliorate inequities in the existing
Boston netropolitan area transportation

system by increasing services in the now
poorly served G eenbush Line corridor and
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by increasing access for disabled
i ndividuals or individuals with speci al
needs.
The MBTA has devel oped a Wetl and
Mtigation Plan to replace |ost wetlands functions
and val ues of areas inpacted by the Project. The
mtigation sites are described further in the
attached Tabl e B-2 SUMVARY OF WETLAND M Tl GATI ON
MEASURES and the | ocations are noted on the
attached | ocus maps nunbered one through five.
Restoration and replication areas have been
desi gned to conpensate for th wetlands functional
values lost or inpaired by the proposed wetl ands
i npacts. The overall mtigation goal is to provide
mtigation to inpact ration of 2:1.
This project will inpact Essential Fish
Habitat (EFH) for smelt, herring and alewife. This
habitat consists of tidally influenced streans
i ncl udi ng Town Brook in H ngham and Snelt Brook in
Weynout h. Loss of this habitat may adversely
af fect spawni ng and anadronous fish runs for snelt,
herring and alewi fe during construction however

time of year restrictions have been proposed to
mnimze inpacts. Wth the inclusion of the tine
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of year restrictions, the District Engineer has
made a prelimnary determ nation that the
site-specific adverse effect will not be
substantial. Further consultation with the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service regardi ng EFH
conservation recomendations i s being conducted and
will be concluded prior to the final decision.

In order to properly evaluate the
proposal, we are seeking public coment. Anyone
wi shing to comrent is encouraged to do so.
Comments should be submtted in witing by the
above date. |f you have any questions, please
contact Ted Lento at (978) 318-8863, (800) 343-4789
or (800) 362-4367, if calling fromw thin
Massachusetts.

Any person may request, in witing,
wi thin the conment period specified within this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider
the application. Requests for a public hearing
shal |l specifically state the reasons for holding a
public hearing. The Corps hol ds public hearings
for the purpose of obtaining public comments when

that is the best neans of understanding a w de
variety of concerns froma diverse segnent of the
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public.
Crystal 1. Gardner

Chief, Permits & Enforcenment Br anch

Regul at ory Di vi si on

* * * % %

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. A transcri pt of
this hearing is being made to assure a detailed
review of comrents. A copy of the transcript wll
be avail abl e at our Concord, Massachusetts
headquarters for review. It wll also be on our
website, and a card is available at the reception
area with that link, or you may make your own
arrangenents with the stenographer for a copy at
your expense.

When making a statenment, please cone
forward to one of the m crophones. State your nane
and the interest you represent. Now, as there are
many that wish to provide coments this afternoon
you will be provided three mnutes to speak, no
nor e.

The traffic signal that is in front

will indicate the followng: The green light wll
come on indicating that there are two m nutes
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remai ni ng; the anber light will indicate one
mnute; and the red light will indicate that the
ti me has expired.

Pl ease identify who you're speaking
for, or representing the position of an
organi zation. |If you're speaking for yourself,
pl ease say so. | want to enphasize that all who
wish to speak will have an opportunity to do so.

Now, for your conveni ence, a
st enographer is also available in the reception
area should you wish to dictate a statenent for the
record, rather than making a formal presentation.
Now, renmenber, these are limted to three m nutes
here. There are notinme limts with the -- the
st enographer in the reception area.

These statenents, along with any
witten statenents submtted by April 25th, 20083,
w Il receive equal consideration with those
presented at the m crophones today.

Now, we will now begin to receive your
comments according to our hearing protocols. There
is one change to that protocol. The towns that are

i npacted have consultants. W w | be asking those
consultants to follow the | ocal agencies, and they
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will also be limted to the three-m nute standard.

Again, oral and witten statenments w ||l
recei ve equal consideration in our decision;
therefore, if you have a | engthy statenent,
sunmarize it, take the three-minute limtation, and
then submt the entire statenent for the record, or
Ann Marie, or the stenographer in back.

The first individual to provide conment
is M. Janes Clarke fromthe Town of Wynouth, and
he will be followed by Shawn Harris.

JAMES CLARKE: Thank you. Jim d arke.
|"mattorney of record for the Town of Weynouth

The Town of Weynouth thanks you for the
opportunity to present testinony before you today
regardi ng the seven outstanding elenents identified
of the Greenbush Section 106 programand its
agr eenent .

| understand that our conmments nade at
the February 5th neeting in H ngham and our witten
materials submtted on February 19th are part of
the record, and will be referenced in your
eval uation of the MBTA's submittal and responses.

| will, therefore, have sonme brief comments, and
Wendy Frontiero, a consultant hired by Weynouth
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will followwth a statenent.

We support the concern that the MBTA
has determ ned not to use the four-quadrant gates
at grade crossings to the National Register
districts. The use of these gates is nore in
keeping with the historic attributes of these
areas, such as narrow road pavenent, hedges and
fences huggi ng the roadway, and | andscaped front
yards to provide a context for the historic
structures. It is the town's opinion that these
gates are safe. W believe that at a mninmum the
MBTA shoul d review these crossings individually and
make a specific determnation as to the
applicability of the use of four-quad gates at that
Cr ossi ng.

The use of two gates at the nedian
barrier have nore adverse inpacts on historic sites
as four-quadrant gates. The four foot nedian
barrier with road pavenent changes the whol e
setting of these historic areas. At the Unicorn
Ave. grade crossing, which has been the Commerci al
Street and National Register eligible area, the

exi sting pavenent with the 22 feet wll be expanded
to 32 feet fromcurb to curb. Hedges will be



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

35
removed in the front yards of sone historic hones
and visually and physically reduced.

In addition, a proposed six-foot
si dewal k on the south side of the road will further
i npact the historic setting. This is an area where
t he MBTA shoul d have provi ded detail ed anal ysis of
the inpacts of the different treatnents proposed
for the crossing.

Success for both the town and MBTA w ||
occur, if and only if planning stations are laid
out and designed to conplinent and enhance the
hi storic character of the area. As one of the four
hi storical centers of Wynouth, the Landi ng hel ps
to define the character of the Town of Weynout h.

The additional historic structures that
we have identified strengthen our claimthat this
area's historic needs are requested. A well
desi gned space with proper |andscaping and use of
appropriate materials, such as granite, parking in
three |l ocations, a pedestrian wal kways wll entice
people to walk to the station, shop at the
busi nesses | ocated in the Landi ng.

We are encouraged that you have heeded
our requests for a consultation on Weynouth Landi ng
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so that you may di scuss necessary issues and hear
your comrents. W believe that a consultation of
all parties will provide for a thorough review of
i ssues in dispute, and help us to resol ve our
concerns and nove this project forward.

It is critical that we hold this
consultation to get input fromArm Corps and
Mass. Historic Comm ssion on these design el enents
t hat can make the station a success.

Thank you for the opportunity to

conment .
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker is Shawn Harris.
M. Harris will be followed by Janes
Pol | ar d.

SHAWN HARRI S: Good afternoon. M nane
is Shawn Harris, Scituate Board of Sel ectnen.

For all the parties attending today, |
would like to take a few mnutes to tal k about the
design/build process as it relates to Scituate, and
probably sone of the other towns. The design/build
process may be the nost efficient for the project

proponent, but it is causing great difficulty for
us.
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As you probably know, the town receives

60 percent design package, followed by a 90 percent
desi gn package. W then have 30 days to commrent
after receiving one of these design packages.
shoul d add that in sone cases, 30 days is very
little tinme for a thorough review and conment.

When we receive a new design, that
package includes only one el enent. For exanple, we
m ght get a track -- excuse nme -- a track profile
package or a gradi ng and drai nage package. No
other detail is provided in that set of plans. It
is nearly inpossible to know how one el enent
interacts with another. W cannot superinpose one
pl an over another to see what we are really | ooking
at. Once we have commented on, say, a 60 percent
desi gn package for one elenment, we don't know if
changes will be nade at the 90 percent design
More plans cone in for different elenments, and we
can't assess the new plans, because we don't know
what changes nmay be made in those we've al ready
revi ewed.

The Conservation Comm ssion has -- is

at a great -- a trenendous di sadvantage in trying
to review the plans. Wetlands delineations and

37
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i npacts are not included in these designs.
One of the nost inportant el enents,
| andscaping, will be anong the |ast plans we wll
review. Wthout seeing the proposed mtigation for
our historic districts while review ng these
i ndi vidual plans, it is difficult to nmake
meani ngf ul comment s.
We hope the Arnmy Corps will | ook at
this process again. The town is at a distinct
di sadvantage in trying to ensure that this project,
whi ch has enornobus consequences to us, wll neet
our |ocal needs.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, Janes Poll ard,

foll owed by Richard Lane.

JAMES POLLARD: Good afternoon. [''m
Jim Pol | ard. |'malso a nenber of the Scituate
Board of Selectnmen. | amrepresenting the

residents of Scituate.
| think we would all agree that public
safety nust be the nunber one priority in our

assessnment of the return of the G eenbush Iine.
The grade crossings associated with this project
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desi gn.

The MBTA, in their opinion, has
determned they will not consider the use of
four-quadrant gates for the crossings, as they are
unproven and unsafe. W, in the Town of Scituate,
enphatically disagree with that determ nation

Three to five grade crossings wthin
the Town of Scituate will be greatly inpacted by
the use of nedian barriers. North Scituate
Village, part of the Gannett's Corner Hi storic
District, is our business district. Restricting
access to the businesses will cause econom c
hardship. This location is heavily used by
pedestri ans.

The eastern intersection is |ocated at
t he convergence of four historic districts.
Roadway w dening across fromtwo National Register
eligible structures to acconmodate the nedian
barriers will significantly reduce the ability to
visually screen these structures. A small general
store is located on the corner, and it is the

destination of many young children during the
sunmer nont hs.

39
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A crossing at First Parish Road
intersection is in close proximty to the Scituate
Fire Headquarters. Qur Fire Chief, M. Ed Hurl ey,
wi || speak about the concerns he has about the use
of barriers at this |ocation.

The Yenetchi House, a National Register
Eligible Victorian, is directly adjacent to the
rail bed, and a small business | ocated near the
crossing will have its access restricted.

In its determ nation, the MBTA "has
est abl i shed nedi ans as a de-facto standard
requi renent for new grade crossings." W disagree
with that the MBTA should nake this unilatera
deci sion without full discussion of the
alternatives. Each intersection should be
eval uated with an enphasis on public safety,
historic district consequences, and with access
i ssues fully explored.

The Federal Railroad Adm nistration can
approve waivers for crossings. W believe that the
MBTA shoul d advocate the best crossing treatnent
avai l abl e, which wll reduce inpacts to our

hi storic resources and wetl ands, which can stil
provi de for the public safety, and seek waivers if
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necessary. Sinply making a bl anket decision to use
medi an barriers wi thout |ooking at the alternatives
IS not appropriate.

On behal f of the Town of Scituate, we
t hank the Arnmy Corps of Engineers for taking the
time to hear our concerns.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Richard Lane, will be
foll owed by Richard Agnew.

RI CHARD LANE: Good afternoon. My nane
is Rich Lane with the Scituate Board of Sel ectnen.

| would like to address the issue of
air quality. Wile we recognize that the
A d Colony Line was originally part of an agreenent
reached to reduce air pollution for the Boston
region, we would like the Arny Corps to recognize
the inmpacts to our conmunity.

We don't dispute the MBTA assertion
that air quality will be inproved for this region
We do think it is inportant to point out that there
will be a reduction in quality locally.

The Town of Scituate will bear the

brunt of the inpacts, since we are slated to be the
end of the line with two stations and a | ayover
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facility. In the early norning, |oconotives each
idle for 45 mnutes to prepare for departure. The
| ayover facility is located directly adjacent to
our Greenbush Historic District, a residential
nei ghbor hood, and the marshes along the North R ver
Corridor. The pollutants generated fromthese
| oconotives will affect both areas.

The two stations are designed in such a
manner that they do not encourage pedestrian
access. Sidewal ks to densely popul ated areas have
not been included in the design, and even Scituate
residents will nost likely drive to the stations,

i nstead of wal ki ng al ong the roadways.

The Town of Scituate has two specific
requests with regard to this issue. First, the
MBTA shoul d do whatever is possible to reduce the
air quality inpacts to our town, whether that
i ncludes shorter idling tinmes, encouraging
pedestri an access, or doing whatever is necessary
to alleviate spewi ng autonobil e em ssions. Second,
there should be a long-term nonitoring programfor
the protection of the marshes and the natural

resources in the vicinity. The coastal environnent
in Scituate is fragile, and safeguarding this
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The town appreciates the invol venent of
the Arny Corps, and we are | ooking forward to your
to help with respect to our conmunity.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Richard Agnew,
fol |l owed by Paul Reidy.

RI CHARD AGNEW  Thank you. M nane is
Ri chard Agnew. | amthe Town Adm nistrator in
Scituate, and | appreciate the opportunity to speak
to you today.

| would Iike to talk about, just
briefly, the review process, sone of which has been
el uded to by Sel ectman Harris.

We have had nunerous sets of plans
dunped on the Town of Scituate, as wth every other
town along the corridor. W have been given 30
days to review these plans. That is totally
unacceptable and totally insufficient tinme for us
to do so. W're all small towns in this corridor
We don't have the staffing level that the cities

woul d have, or sone of the other areas woul d have
to do this. W have to go out and hire our own

43
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consultants. No noney has been furnished to us by
the MBTA, or by the Commonweal th of Massachusetts
to help reviewit. W have not appropriated noney
for this process through Town Meeting; so,
therefore, we have had to actually forego projects
in the town by using that noney to review these
processes.

Agai n, going back to the tinme review,
nost of these plans have been -- 30 days is nowhere
near the anount of time that we need, especially
with regard to the sewer plan that we had to
review, which is running a main sewer |ine under
the rail bed. W have been review ng that now for
Si x nont hs.

So | woul d hope that the Corps would
hel p extend that review period of tine, or at |east
when we do finally get our review coments in,
final review coments in on such as the sewer plan,
that the Corps and the state wll take that into
consi derati on.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Paul Reidy. He wll be
foll owed by Joe Norton
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PAUL REI DY: Good afternoon. |'m Paul
Reidy. | amwth the Scituate Board of Sel ectnen,
and I'mhere to tal k about the roundabout down on
t he G eenbush corridor.

The Town of Scituate is grateful for
the opportunity to discuss sonme of the unresol ved
i ssues that inmpact us. We have been waiting for a
very long time to see sone detail of a roundabout
that is being proposed for the intersection of
Route 3A, the Driftway, Country Way, Cornet
Stetson, which is Route 123, and A d Oaken Bucket
Road.

| should also note this is the |ocation
of a battle during King Phillips War, and Route 3A
once served as the main road to Cape Cod. The
roundabout will be located within the G eenbush
Hi storic District.

We hope that the Arnmy Corps will | ook
carefully at any plans in this area, as it is in
close proximty to AOd OGaken Bucket Pond, the
town's water supply.

Qur understanding is that the

roundabout plan was submtted to Massachusetts
H ghway Departnment |ast October, and it has yet to
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be approved. W are concerned about the concept of
arotary in general. It seens odd that we would be
di scussing a rotary, since others are being
renmoved. As an exanple, we reference the Cape Cod
rotary on Route 3. The new roundabout at Route 14
has al ready been nodified due to its

i neffectiveness.

The norning and evening traffic on
Route 3A is very heavy. Queuing of traffic seens
inevitable at this location. Sone tinme back, the
town's traffic consultant expressed concern about
autonobil e safety with a two-lane rotary with its
many exit points. The |level of service may be
slightly inproved as it relates to keeping traffic
nmoving. We have unofficial word fromthe Mass.

H ghway Departnent that safety is a concern, and
t hey may not approve the concept.

From a historic standpoint, our staff
is determned that there will be sonme 72 signs
associated with traffic novenents. Cbviously, we
are very concerned about inpacts to the historic
district. At this tine, we do not have a

60 percent design plan for the intersection, and we
wonder how the inpacts of this plan can be
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mnim zed.

The town has several infrastructure
projects in the planning stages at this site, and
we have been unable to proceed while the MBTA
plan -- while their plan is being devel oped.

The roundabout is one of seven
out standi ng i ssues fromthe Section 106
Consul tations, and we believe it deserves far nore
di scussion prior to any approvals.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Joe Norton, followed
by Chi ef Edward Hurl ey.

JCE NORTON:. Thank you. My nane is Joe
Norton, and | also ama nmenber of the Scituate
Board of Sel ectnen, and | have been for 20 years,
and | amcurrently the Chairmn.

Thank you for not only the opportunity
of com ng down here today, but show ng us the
consideration by letting us speak here today, and
i nstead of going to Concord. W appreciate that.

The Town of Scituate signed a

mtigation agreenent with the MBTA, and | was asked
to speak on that agreenent today. And at first, |
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t hought that would be an extrenely difficult topic

to speak to, but as | thought about it, it becane
nore and nore easier, and that is because it
appears that we added to the MBTA ori ginal
mtigation agreenent.

The signs -- the Town of Scituate
signed this agreenment in good faith; and despite
what | may say, there is a great deal of opposition
and a great deal of concern for nmany of the
residents of Scituate. W signed it, because we
t hought we were doing the best thing for the Town
of Scituate. W signed it in good faith. W now,
it appears, find out that the MBTA signed it not in
good faith.

The mtigation neasures that we agreed
to are now being ignored by the MBTA. | can
understand a change in the docunent, or even two
changes. That is understandable. But | tell you
here today that we would not have signed this
agreenent had we had known t he numnber of
di screpanci es between the agreenment we signed and
the plans we're | ooking at today.

W found, in the early stages of the
design that there are over a dozen itens that are



© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN R R R R R R R R R
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
B~ W

49

spoken t hrough that agreenent and now are either
bei ng changed or conpletely ignored by the MBTA as
they proceed with this project. Sone of the
di screpancies you will hear from ot her speakers,
but I would like to nention a few now.

The elimnation of certain wal kways,
Section 6.1 -- 6.4, are not only refusing, but
dangerous. The elimnation of the Beaver Dam
warning signis a very, very, very dangerous
situation, safety situation. The lack of interior
| andscapes in the parking | ot that was agreed to,
but now is being ignored. | have to find it so
ironic that we have this wonderful warning device
here telling us how nuch tine we have to speak, but
we can't get the MBTA to put a warning device on a
very, very dangerous road in Scituate.

Ladi es and gentl enen, | can understand
a change or two. Those things happen. But when
peopl e sign docunents that they have no intention
of adhering to, then in ny honest opinion, that's
crimnal.

So far the agreenent, there is too many

flaws. So many flaws that we now have | ega
counsel looking at it again. Wat we signed is not
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what we have.

Thank you very nuch. Thank you for
heari ng ne.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Chief Edward -- is it Hurley or Hurby?

FI RE CH EF EDWARD HURLEY: Hurl ey.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Hurley. Fromthe
Scituate Fire Departnent, and he will be foll owed
by Fred Fraini fromthe Federal Railroad
Adm ni strati on.

CH EF EDWARD HURLEY: Good afternoon.
| amEd Hurley. | amthe fire chief for the Town
of Sci tuate.

The restoration of the G eenbush
Commuter Rail continues to pose a nunber of
potentially serious problenms with the Scituate Fire
Depart nent .

The MBTA is not charged with providing
overall public safety for the people of Scituate.
The T's focus is on reduci ng any exposure that the

agency nmay have resulting fromthe operation of the
comuter rail through the town.
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One significant problemis the inpact
on our headquarters station at 149 First Parish
Road. This station abuts one of the grade
crossings in the Town of Scituate. The ability to
turn left and travel westerly on First Parish Road
is absolutely essential to a tinely response for
apparatus leaving this station. The Departnent
runs an engi ne conpany and the town's single | adder
truck fromthis station. Also, the Incident
Commander and the town's anbul ance respond from
this station. A commuter train crossing First
Parish Road at the sane tine as a response westerly
of the headquarters station will result in a
m ni mum del ay of three to five mnutes. Wthout
exaggeration, this delay can nean the difference
between |ife and death.

Both the American Heart Association and
the National Fire Protection Association have
establ i shed standards for response tinmes that are
critical to the delivery of Energency Mdica
Services and fire suppression to an incident. Any
delay at all, even one of several m nutes, can be

critical for paranedics trying to reach a patient.
A del ay of several mnutes can make a difference
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bet ween a successful stop by firefighters and a
condition known as "flashover" that consunes an
entire roomand contents wthin seconds.

Fire departnent right-of-ways over
autonobil e and truck traffic at this grade crossing
is essential. The system of nedian barriers and
pre-signaling that has been proposed with the
60 percent drawings is not a viable solution. The
current plan placing 60- to 100-foot concrete
medi an barriers on First Parish Road and at ot her
crossings will create a problemfor the fire
departnent. These barriers are four feet w de.
When traffic stacks up between these barriers and
t he edge of the roadway, energency vehicles will be
unable to pass. This wll be further conplicated
when snowpl ows can't clean to the edge of the
medi an barrier, making the road even nore narrow.

| realize that if the rail line is
built, sonme delay in response tine is inevitable,
and we will have to deal with it. The question is
how to mnimze this anticipated del ay.

| propose the installation of quad

gates wi thout nedian barriers as the best sol ution
to the problemat the First Parish Road crossing.



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24

53
It wll allow energency apparatus to |line up on the
|l eft side of the road and be the first vehicles
t hrough the crossing after the train passes. This
can save critical mnutes.

In fact, this is the recommendation for
all grade crossings in the Town of Scituate.

Having different procedures at different grade
crossings is confusing. One set procedure to be
foll owed at every crossing is in the best interest
of public safety for the town and its residents.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Fred Fraini from
the Federal Railroad Association, to be followed by
Joseph Fi sher.

FRED FRAI NI :  Thank you very nuch, sir.
My nane is Fred Fraini. |'mthe Assistant Crossing
Trespass Regi onal Manager fromthe Federal Railroad
Adm ni stration, and our region consists of all of
New Engl and, New York and New Jersey.

It's nmy hope to testify today to try to
cl ear up any m sunderstandi ngs that may be present

concerning the proposed rule to regul ate | oconotive
train horns at grade crossings.
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It's inportant to understand now t hat
currently there are no federal regulations
governing train horn use at grade crossings in the
Commonweal th of Massachusetts, or throughout the
country. Right now, that is currently governed by
state law and rail road operating rules and
practices.

There is a proposed regul ation that the
FRA is working on that should, and |I enphasize
shoul d conme out sonetine for before the end of the
year. And that was nmy short comrent, and | hope
that ny testinony added to -- to this event.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Joseph Fisher, who
wll be followed by Al lan Mayberry G eenberg.

JOSEPH FISHER H . MW nane is Joe
Fisher. |I'ma resident of the Town of H ngham
|"man attorney, and |I'm al so Chairman of the
Hi ngham Conservati on Conm ssion. And |'m speaki ng
to you today in nmy capacity as a Conservation
Conmi ssi oner .

The Conservation Conmi ssion is the
envi ronnment al voi ce and consci ence of the Town of
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H ngham We are responsible for adm nistering the
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act with respect
to all proposed activity occurring within the Town
of Hi ngham

The Conservation Comm ssion believes
that wetland resources are vital to safeguard,
because they hel p prevent storm danage, reduce
fl oodi ng, protect groundwater, prevent pollution,
support fish and shellfish, and provide wldlife
habitat. The work proposed by the MBTA for the
G eenbush Rail situation involves significant
i npacts in many areas of H ngham including the
follow ng inpacts: Approximately 24,000 square
feet of bordering vegetative wetlands, over
7,100 square feet of salt marsh, over 4,000 square
feet of |and under water, over 160 |inear feet of
bank, 6,500 square feet of bordering | and subject
to flooding, to fill in approximately 1,900 square
feet of vernal pool habitat, and the alternation of
over 3,300 linear feet of a fish run.

As the Arny Corps assesses the
potential consequences of the proposed perm:t

deci sion, the Conservation Comm ssion of H ngham
believes that it will not be possible for the Arny
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Corps to make a finding of no significant inpact,
and we say that for two reasons:

First, because of the sheer vol une of
envi ronnment al di sturbance, which includes
destruction of wetlands that are in close proximty
of the Weir River, the destruction and permanent
| oss of vernal pool habitat and the effects on rare
and endangered speci es.

From what we know about the project,
the environnental inpacts will be significant, and
the record is replete with denonstrations that
establish those inpacts.

Wi ch | eads ne to the second reason we
believe that the Arny Corps should not proceed with
this, and that is that the Arny Corps has not been
gi ven enough information about this project to
issue a permt, and to let it nove forward.

The MBTA, unfortunately, has failed to
present sufficient information to properly describe
the site where the MBTA will be working, to
describe the actual work it will be performng, or
the full effects of its work on inportant

environmental interests. |ndeed, the H ngham
Conservation Comm ssion is currently nmoving forward
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with this notion for summary deci sion before an
admnistrative | aw judge at the Mass. Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection to nullify the variance
that was issued by the DEP for this project.

The failure to this project -- the
failure for the project's lack of information here,
the failure to provide adequate information to the
Arny Corps and to the Conservation Conm ssion, is
because G eenbush is proceedi ng upon the
design/build basis, and you've heard, and will hear

from ot her speakers, about the problens with that

process.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, Allan Myberry

G eenberg.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, this hearing is
conducted in a manner that all who desire to speak
wi |l express their views given that opportunity.
To preserve that right for all to express their
views, | ask for no interruptions.

Qur next speaker is Allan Mayberry

Greenberg. He will be followed by Ann Burbine of
t he Scituate Pl anni ng Board.
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ALLAN MAYBERRY GREENBERG  Thank you
for this opportunity to speak today. M nane is
Al an Mayberry Greenberg. | am Chairnman of the
Sci tuate Conservation Conm ssion.

The Scituate Conservation Conmm ssion
denied the project, as was anticipated, for a
variety -- for a nunmber of reasons; one which has
al ready been spoken to by Scituate speakers, as
well as others, is the |lack of adequate information
to make a full review of the project.

The Scituate denial cited | ack of
information, and the concerns related to that wl|
remain until a variance is issued by the Depart nment
of Environnental Protection, and we are able to see
the final resolution of matters concerned. These
i ncl ude, anong others, the manner in which the
i ndependent observer is to function, including that
person's lines of responsibility; the
i npl enentation of habitat-rel ated recomendati ons
made by good | aw associ ates, whi ch cannot be
eval uat ed because, for exanple, we have pl ans
indicating wildlife crossings, which are not placed

in any context as to how they relate to wetl ands,
vernal pools and cul verts.
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that inplenentation wll be neaningless. One
specific instance involves what was to be a dropped
cul vert just north of the Beaver Dam Road crossing
in Scituate where there are wetlands on both sides
and critter crossings, which may or may not be
appropriately placed, because crossings are not
cited inrelation to the culverts.

Mor eover, the nost recent design we
have seen showed a change in the drop culvert, and
we had no idea if the new proposal will be
effective.

And we have not yet seen NACSB' s
response to the proposed litigation for wildlife
habitats and vernal pools, 6,600 square feet of
which will be affected in Scituate.

The proposed parking lots and runoff
treatnent struck us as being entirely inadequate.
Al though the letter of the |aw exenpts the North
Scituate agrees with the parking | ot from
classification as commercial parking lots with high
intensity use, and thus being seen as areas

i nvol ving | and use with hi gher potenti al
pol | ut ant s.
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The nature of the area adjacent to the
parking | ot should be treated as such. One of the
parking | ot abuts the town brook, a potential and
fish run, and the town has been working on a plan
to restore fish |ladders, and such |adders wll be
af f ect ed.

The ot her parking lot, the runoff from
the other parking lot enters the First Herring
River, which is a shellfish area, making this al so
a very sensitive area.

When the various parking lots in both
| ocati ons are conbi ned, the nunber of trips exceeds
the threshold. Moreover, the DMPs that have been
proposed do not deal with particle sizes smaller
than 150 m crons, which is considered a common
runof f component in urban runoff, which is the type
of runoff that will occur fromthese parking |ots.

There are other concerns related to
hazardous materials, groundwater nonitoring and
matters of that sort.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Ann Burbine, followed
by Kristina Patterson.
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ANN BURBI NE: Thank you for this
opportunity. M nane is Ann Burbine, and | am
Chai rman of the Scituate Planning Board, and the
Pl anni ng Board would like to have the foll ow ng
concerns considered with respect to inplenentation
of the MBTA G eenbush extension: Create a truly
mul ti nodal service. Rather than depend entirely on
commuters to arrive at the rail by autonobile,
facilities should encourage cyclists and
pedestrians first (lowest inpact users), then those
on local transit (vans and busses), and finally
aut onobiles as a final resort.

There is an urgent need for extensions
of sidewal ks into nei ghborhoods wi th high
pedestrian counts, and nore connections between T
par ki ng and platforms, which both can easily be
justified environnmentally in ternms of air quality.

The villages of North Scituate and
G eenbush will be economically affected with the
| oss of business and commercial zoned --
comercially zoned |and. This issue needs to be
addressed, especially in Geenbush where a 16-f oot

wall will basically cut the village in half.
Mtigation nust be in place to offset this inpact.
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In North Scituate, nedian strips wll
make storefront parking all but inpossible, not to
say deliveries to these stores. (Quad gates would
elimnate the need for these barriers, and thus
| essen the inpact on North Scituate businesses.

The increase in traffic, the extrene
size of the parking lots and the noise mtigation
wall will be conpletely out of character with the
smal | scal e of devel opnent in North Scituate and
G eenbush.

The train will stinmulate residential
devel opment in the villages, which are likely to
have an associ ated increase in commerci al
devel opnent. There will be an area of issues that
wi |l have to be addressed with regard to the
ultimate growt h and design of these two vill ages.

Landscapi ng and lighting of an
appropriate scale are critical to nmaintain sone
smal | vestige of the villages' attractive snal
town character.

This corridor could set a standard for
transportation efficiency and environnental

sensitivity for the MBTA in the 21st century.
Pl ease take this opportunity to make it such a
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nodel for the region. W would be delighted to
assi st you in such work.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, Kristina Patterson,
wll be followed by M chael Radenacher.

KRI STI NA PATTERSON: Hello. M nane is
Kristine Patterson. | am speaking to you as the
onbudsman for the Town of Cohasset.

The Town of Cohasset has expressed
concern with regard to the foll ow ng grade
crossi ngs proposed by the G eenbush |ine. These
concerns include areas of environnmental, historic
preservation and safety significance that need to
reduce the inpact by the use of quad gates. These
crossings include Sawer Street Crossing, and this
crossing is heavily utilized by pedestri ans.
Facilities are accessed by Sawer Street, and these
i ncl ude the Osgood and Deer Hi Il Schools, the
public library, the swmcenter and the South Shore
Music Circus.

Spring and Pond Street. This crossing

actual ly has been redesigned by the consultants,
and if this new design is accepted, this crossing
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will no | onger represent an environnental and
safety hazard, but to date we have no recognition
of receipt of this proposed change.

Wth this new design, the pedestrian
traffic initially here will be redirected.

Pl easant Street crossing, this central
i ntersection that Cohasset Village presently has.
W w il continue to have a large affect on traffic.
The use of the nmedian strips would required
w deni ng of the road, and woul d adversely i npact
the aesthetics of this historic district.

The Town of Cohasset is currently
undertaking a revitalization of Cohasset Vill age,
and this would i npact the beautification prospect
as well as adjacent businesses and proposed inpacts
to wetl ands.

Finally, Beechwood Street, our concerns
wi th Beechwood Street, No. 39, which is a historic
property in Cohasset, the residents are fearful
that the road w dening and inclusion of a nedian
strip will be an inpedinent to their safety. By
diverting their driveway at a crossing, this would

also require filling in an area of wetl and.
I n conclusion, the Town of Cohasset
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woul d i ke to concur with the other towns al ong the
G eenbush |line that each crossing needs to be
addressed separately as to the potential negative
i npacts by the use of quad gates.

Thank you for the opportunity.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, M chael Radenacher,
foll owed by Matt Lundsted.

M CHAEL RADEMACHER: Hello. M nane is
M ke Rademacher. [I'mwth the Waterfield Design
Goup. We were a consulting firmhired by the Town
of Cohasset to review design subm ssions submtted
by the design -- G eenbush design project.

In general, the Town is appreciative of
the ability to review these packages, but the one
concern is that corments nade on the packages are
not responded to, so the Town is not aware if they
are being incorporated, or how they are being dealt
with in the design process.

Specifically, a few-- | list a few of
items that we have reviewed with sone of the
drai nage designers. Two cross culverts located in

the town, one at Station 1169 plus 79, and one at
Station 1176 plus 29. Both of these culverts have
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an outward/invert elevation, which is |ower than
grading at the outlet. So in a sense, it wll
create a potential for standing water and a
potential breeding ground for unwanted insects.

Al so, there is a grade crossing design,
whi ch the town had i ssues about the geonetry and
the safety of the crossing. This is at the Spring
Street grade crossing, and the town presented an
alternative design, which was received well by the
project team who designed it, but to date we have
not received any input back that this wll be
i ncorporated into the design or the aspect that
woul d be incorporated. And the town, again, we
woul d just like to get sone feedback on it.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Matt -- Matt
Lundsted, followed by Wendy Fronti ero.

MATT LUNDSTEAD:. My nanme is Matt
Lundsted. | am a Conprehensive Environment al
Consul t ant speaki ng on behalf of the Town of
Sci tuate, Massachusetts.

On behalf of the Town of Scituate,
Massachusetts, we have the foll ow ng comments
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regardi ng potential water quality affects to the
resource area associated wi th Bound Brook,
specifically relating to stormvater runoff and
dr ai nage design fromthe proposed MBTA G eenbush
Commuter Line's North Scituate station and
associated facilities.

The i npact on resources associated with
stormvat er drainage fromthe North Scituate station
on Bound Brook and the associated resource area is
a concern. Design plans have not been finalized
for the drai nage system designs, so design specific
revi ew and comment cannot be provided at this tine.
The town requests that this opportunity be afforded
to themprior to a decision on the permt.

Recent correspondence with the
Massachusetts Departnent of Environnental
Protection, fromthe MBTA' s design/build
contractor's engineer, regarding the drai nage
cal culations for the North Scituate station
indicate that revised calculations for the station
will be submtted by March 27, 2003. The tine
frame has not allowed the town adequate tinme for

review and comment on these cal culations. The town
requests that this opportunity be afforded to them
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prior to a decision on the permt.

Recent correspondence regardi ng the DEP
vari ance between the MBTA and DEP regarding the
drai nage cal culations for the North Scituate
station indicate that soil conditions and
groundwat er el evations will be determined prior to
construction. Since this information is integral
to the design of any infiltration technol ogy, it
does not seem prudent to wait until construction to
determ ne such design critical information

Recent correspondence with DEP
regardi ng the drainage cal cul ations for the North
Scituate station state that groundwater recharge
will be provided to the maxi num extent practicable.
The town is concerned that the anount of recharge
will not be quantified prior to a decision, since
this is an inportant factor in assessing the degree
of inpact to the resource area and Bound Brook.

Regarding North Scituate station
drainage, it is not clear whether alternative
stormnat er treatnent nethods were considered during
devel opnent of conceptual designs. A alternative

anal ysis should be perforned taking into
consi deration net hods such as alternative pavenent
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treatnents, reductions in inpervious areas, or
increased infiltration, all wll have an effect on
the inpacts to the resource area and Bound Br ook.

Proprietary water quality devices, such
as vortex style separators and oil/water
separators, are proposed for the station, however
no sizing or volune cal cul ati ons have been
provided. It is difficult to determ ne the
ef fecti veness of the proposed designs and the
inpact on to the tributary resources.

The town is al so concerned about
erosion controls to be utilized during construction
t hat have not been recommended on the plan.

Proj ect plans do not discuss site specific
controls, or mtigation nmeasures, such as project
phasi ng or any other controls which will be used to
control erosion and sedi nent transport during
construction.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Wendy Fronti ero,
fol | oned by David Kvinge, K-V-1-NGR-E.

VEENDY FRONTI ERO  Thank you. M/ nane
is Wendy Frontiero. | aman architect and
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preservation consul tant speaking on behalf of the
Town of Weynouth and Section 106 design issues.

| wanted to address two topics today.
One is a very brief overview of coments | nmade
back in February at the public neeting, and which
are avail abl e to subsequent design; and the second
is coments on the March submttal, 60 percent
desi gn.

The comrents in February focused on
three main concerns: One, the |ack of
identification of significant hillside properties,
and eval uation of potential project inpacts on
them two, lack of critical detail on 60 percent
design submttals in the absence of surroundi ng
devel opnment for the Weynouth Landing station in
itself; and three, the very inportant speci al
design attention to be given to the Wynouth
Landing station, which will occupy a highly visible
site in the center.

The Town of Weynouth requests a firm
schedul e for the submttals of all 60 percent
design plans, forums, evaluation of inpacts and

proposed mtigation in advance of further
Section 106 consultation. W further request that
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these submttals be done as quickly as possible so
t hat any appropriate changes can be easily
accommodated in the 90 percent design plans.

In a meno by the cultural resources
staff and the project's design engineer, they
concl uded that the "common design el enents, as
represented in these plans, wll have no inpact on
hi storical or ecological resources. |Inpacts
relating to construction of all these individual
stations are addressed in Design Packages 22 to
29. "

G ven the present lack of inventory and
eval uation of project inpacts on two star
properties, we believe this is inpossible to
substantiate. The Town of Weynouth has recomended
nore than a dozen of historic properties, as well
as historic |andscapes that are concern for further
study. Design Packages 22 to 29 have not yet been
submtted, so they're not able to identify
construction and | ayout inpacts for the station.

Design Packets 112 and 113 is sinply
not suitable for the historical center in Wynouth

Landing. Wiile there are several places where a
speci al event occurs, special treatnment is
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warranted. Weynouth Landing is substantially
different fromthe settings of commuter rai
stations on this line, and architectural design
with its distinctive character is essential. Train
stations in town centers shoul d be desi gned
i ndi vi dual |y.

Simlar concerns apply to the Weynouth
station. Qur specific comments on this station
design elenents are the proposed canopy design,
whi ch does not conplinent any aspect of the
hi storical architectural character designed;
proposed railroads are not appropriate to a
historic setting and shoul d be designed in
conjunction with the comuter rail with the
over passes. Assigned cases really need to be
studied for their conmpatibility. No information is
provi ded on freestanding light fixtures, trash
receptacles, and we hope you consider all of this.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

Qur next speaker, David Kvinge, | hope,
fol | owed by Bonni e Arnstrong.

DAVI D KVI NGE: Good afternoon. David

Kvinge. [|'ma Conprehensive Environnent al
Consultant to the Town of Scituate fromthe Public
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Wor ks.

On behalf of the Town of Scituate, we
have the foll owi ng coments regardi ng potenti al
water quality affects to the resource area
associated wth First Herring Brook, specifically,
relating to stormmater runoff and drai nage design
for the proposed MBTA G eenbush Conmuter Line's
G eenbush Station and | ayover and associ at ed
facilities.

The i npact on resources associated with
st ormnvat er drainage fromthe G eenbush Station and
| ayover on First Herring Brook is a concern. This
di scharge point is upstreamof shellfish beds in
the area. The proposed construction results in a
significant increase in inpervious surfaces
associated wth the parking lots. There appears to
be an opportunity for an increased |evel of
infiltration to the site, which does not appear to
have been expl ored conpl etely.

The design of the proposed infiltration
galleries for G eenbush Station | ayover has not
identified what quantity will be infiltrated or

recharged. The anount of recharge shoul d be
guantified, since this is the determning factor in
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assessing the degree of inpact to the resource and
could potentially reduce inpacts fromstormvater to
t he resource area.

Recent correspondence with DEP
regardi ng drai nage cal cul ations for G eenbush
Station and | ayover indicate that soil conditions
and groundwater elevations will be determ ned prior
to construction. Since this information is
integral to the design of any infiltration
technology, it does not seem prudent to wait until
construction to determ ne such design critica
i nformation.

Regar di ng G- eenbush Station and | ayover
drainage, it is not clear whether alternative
stormmat er treatnent nethods were considered. An
alternative anal ysis should be perfornmed taking
into consideration nmethods such as alternative
pavenent treatnents or reductions in inpervious
areas, all which will have an affect on the inpacts
to the resource area and First Herring Brook.

Proprietary water quality devices, such
as vortex-style separators and oil/water

separators, are proposed for the station; however,
no sizing or volune cal cul ati ons have been
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provided. It is difficult to determne the
ef fecti veness of proposed designs and the inpact to
the tributary resources without this information.
In addition, underground proprietary devices
require regular maintenance, and the town is
concerned about what guarantee can be made
regardi ng the performance of this maintenance.

Track-si de drai nage ditches appear to
be designed as water quality swales. Since these
swal es di scharge to resource areas, they should be
designed to provide for a higher |evel of pollutant
renmoval and spill containnent, utilizing conponents
such as check dans, sedi nent forebays or extended
basi ns.

The town is al so concerned about
erosion controls to be utilized during
construction. Project plans received to date do
not discuss site specific controls, such as
haybal e/silt fence placenent or mtigation
measures, such as project phasing or any other
controls which wll be used to control erosion and
sedi ment transport during construction.

Thank you very nuch.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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The next speaker, Bonnie Arnstrong,
foll owed by Tinothy Joyce.

BONNI E ARMSTRONG My nane is Bonnie
Arnmstrong, 214 South Street in H ngham speaking as
a resident, and speaking to the proposed
elimnation of the four-quadrant gates at the
corner of Hersey and South and Thaxter and North
Streets. | think it's a perfectly dreadful idea.
It will cause the maxi mum disruption of traffic, as
opposed to the m ni mum di srupti on.

A child of 10 could do a better design.
We need the four-quadrant gates on either side of
the tracks, a safety device used since the advent
of trains over a hundred years ago. All civilized
countries -- this is what is used in all civilized
countries. The design is so bad, it's al nost
funny, except for the potential for real tragedy.
The MBTA clains it is safe. | do not agree.

| f they actually believe what they are
saying, they are in denial. Picture that child of
10 com ng down Hersey Street on an errand for nmom
at Tedeschi's to get sone mlk, and maybe a

forbi dden candy bar. Meanwhile, the gates go down
on South Street and North Street. You have got the
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tracks here and Tedeschi's here. The kid realizes,
oh, | better hurry up or nomis going to really be
mad; hops back on the bike and takes off across the
tracks, because there no barrier there to even
remnd himthat this could happen. And naybe he'l
make it this time, but eventually there will be a
fatality there. No human life is worth any kind of
noney saving that these Jersey barriers wll
provi de.

Now, while safety is the nost inportant
i ssue, aesthetics are also inportant. It is a fact
that a train running through a residential area
brings blight. W bought our house in '64, five or
six years after the train was given up, and yes,
t he area was rundown, shabby, negl ected then.

Since then, all the rundown houses have
been brought up and lovingly restored, and it's a
| ovel y nei ghborhood now. This proposed
configuration is a classic exanple of urban blight.
In fact, it will junp start the new nei ghborhood
blight. It will be, in fact, cancer on the tracks,
spreading fromeach side, and | hope you will deny

the permt.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, Tinothy Joyce,
fol |l owed by Donna Chi shol m

TI MOTHY JOYCE: | am Fat her Ti nothy
Joyce. | represent d astonbury Abbey.

d astonbury Abbey is a nonastery of
Benedi cti ne Monks located at 16 Hull Street in
H ngham WMassachusetts. The Abbey has about 735
feet of frontage parallel to the G eenbush right of
way. Qur nonastery and church are sone 100 feet
fromthe right of way, and one of our guesthouses
is about 60 feet fromit.

As Benedi cti ne Monks, we comm t
ourselves to an individual and communal |ife of
spiritual growh; to prayer, study and reflection.
We seek a bal ance of community life practices and
qui et solitude. W gather for prayer in our church
five times daily, and as a conmunity, we gather
three tines daily in our rectory for conmon neal s.
We set aside 90 m nutes each day for personal quiet
prayer and neditation. Tinmes and places of silence
are integral to our way of life. In addition,

i ndi vi dual s and groups regularly share our nonastic
life on religious retreats. This is one of the
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ways in which we support ourselves.

Sound levels fromthe proposed restored
train, as neasured by the MBTA, will significantly
interfere with the speech sound levels and nusic in
the church, as well as speech sound |evels for
readi ng during neals. Sound levels w Il disrupt
services, common prayer and activities, and wll
effectively destroy the contenpl ati ve at nosphere
required for individual prayer and reflection. W
bel i eve the MBTA nust make strenuous, good faith
efforts to mtigate these inpacts on our community
and its facilities. To date, there has been a
reluctance to address reasonable | evels of
mtigation. There have been frequent changes of
personnel, and we are always starting fromthe
begi nning. No one with whom we have spoken seens
to have the necessary authority to include binding
agr eenent s.

More troubling, the MBTA does not
appear willing to address the uni que nature of our
comunity. Mtigation has been discussed in terns
of averages and fornulas that apply to private

homes along the line. |If mtigation is to be taken
seriously, all this must change.
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Anot her problemrelates to the proposed
grade crossing at Hull and East Streets. Hul
Street provides the only reasonabl e access to our
nmonastery, indeed to the whol e nei ghborhood, for
energency vehicles (police, fire and nedical).

Del ays at the grade crossing could result in the
|l oss of life or property. This needs the attention
of the MBTA and all others concerned.

We request that the MBTA be required to
respond adequately to these environnental, safety
and procedural issues as a condition of any permts
i ssued by the Corps of Engi neers.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Donna Chi shol m
foll owed by Roger Boney, | believe, 181 South
Street.

DONNA CHI SHOLM  Good afternoon. My
name i s Donna Chisholm [|'ma concerned citizen
fromScituate. Wth all the previous speakers, a
| ot of what | have to say, |I'mjust going to break
it down.

The top five reasons why G eenbush
shoul d not be built:
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Number five, the cost. At $450 million
to design a G eenbush Line, and approxi mately 3,000
riders, which is a guesstimte, the cost per rider
is $150,000. This figure does not even include
mai nt enance or upkeep of the line. That is
out rageous and totally unacceptabl e.

Nunber four, ridership. Plynmouth and
Ki ngston, a beautiful town, now havi ng probl ens
wi th school overcrowding, traffic and tax increases
due to cost overrides.

How many people who ride the train now
actually lived in these towns before the train?

It seens that the swell in the
popul ati on was caused by the arrival of the train;
therefore, no cars were taken off the road.
Instead the towns gave all the traffic and the
pol | uti on.

Number three, environnental inpacts.
The Cean Air Act was enacted to clean up our air
quality, not nove the pollution fromthe hi ghways
to our snmall towns. Not only do we have to dea
with the diesel pollution fromthe planes, but we

al so have to deal with pollution fromthe cars and
the traffic janms that they will cause.
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Nunber two, safety. To put it bluntly,
17 grade crossings. That says it all.

And nunber one, and again, to nention
it, it is the cost, which is actually at this point
at $470 million, and the cost continues to clinb.
| feel the G eenbush Line will not benefit the
South Shore, and | would like to see this project
st opped.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker is Roger Boney,
foll owed by Fred Zi nonj a.

Spel | your --

ROGER BONEY: B-O N E-Y.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Ckay.

ROGER BONEY: | am Roger Boney, al so
representing the business of Tedesci Food Shops.

One of the little nentioned, but
critical aspects of effect, or the |lack of
four-quadrant gates used, is certain businesses.

In particular, nyself and sone small other shops
cl ose by there, too. Tedesci Food Shop at 181

South Street, the street through North Street,
South Street, with a crossing to our front door, we
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are very concerned with the | ack of quad gates
bei ng used at grade | evel crossings in H ngham

Al so, each crossing should be | ooked at
i ndividually, we feel, because of each location to
the train crossing.

Wth the setup of m ddl e nedi ans and
gates, as the MBTA is presently proposing, we wll
| ose all the parking in front of our store and
across the street, and this neans no parking, no
custonmers, no stores.

It not only affects us, but also two
other stores -- businesses directly with us.

Four - quadrant gates provide a safer
option around the grade | evel crossing, not
all ow ng access to the track to many children in
t he nei ghborhood. Wth the proposed setup, a child
coul d access the track while a train is com ng.

The four-quadrant gates would elimnate the need
for the m ddl e nedians, which is a problem area,
thus avoiding interference with parking on the
street and avoi ding destroying the | ook of a

hi storical area.

Al so, traffic backup at |ocations. Qur
store provides a very inportant service to a | arge
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nunber of people in the surroundi ng nei ghborhood.
We service between 700 and 900 custoners each day.
These people are not just our custoners, but our
friends and nei ghbors, and they can safely all ow
their children to conme to our store without worry.
We al so have a | arge nunber of custoners fromthe
Housing Authority at Thaxter Park. Many of these
residents are elderly and do not drive anynore. W
are within wal king distance of them and they can
cone and get the daily staple itens from our store,
as many of themdo on a daily basis. This enables
themto keep sone form of independence. Most of
t hem coul d not wal k the distance to the next
grocery store.

Wt hout parking, our store wll be
closed. This is no |longer access to the stores.

The fire station is |ocated right
around the corner to the building that contains our
store, and yet if we or a custoner were to have an
energency requiring the fire truck or anbul ance, it
woul d take at |east another mle to get to us in
case of an energency.

W woul d request that the MBTA
reconsider its current proposal and return to the
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pl an of four-quadrant gates, as was agreed to
several years back with the Town of H ngham

Thank you very much for your tine.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Fred Zinonj a,
foll owed by Val erie G eene.

FRED ZI MONJA: Good afternoon. | live
in Geenbush, and | speak for nyself and ny famly.

| just want to confine nmy remarks to
G eenbush, the end of -- the end of the rail Iine,
extrene end of the rail |ine.

| just want to say that | don't need a
survey or anything like that to make ne think
introducing a 1,000 car parking lot, traffic, noise
and litter into the G eenbush area. That can't be
a good thing. Building this near sensitive town
wat er, water supplies doesn't seemtoo good either.

And third, creating a safety hazard
with the nunber of grade crossings in proximty to
t he housi ng and schools, that doesn't seemlike a
good thing either.

It makes nme think there would have to

be sone real good reason that we are going through
all of this, and that is realizing it is a shel
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gane being played with the ridership. Everyone may
say that they'll ride the Greenbush. It really
depends on the price. And obviously, the cheaper
the fare, the nore passengers there will be.

The T has stated recently that it has
had to raise its fares with the result in dramatic
decrease in its ridership. Instead of the
approximately 4,000 riders per day they have
foreseen for G eenbush, we may well, with this
hi gher parking fees and fares, we may see dramatic
i ncreases, so the T may even have to force to scrap
the water shuttles, the H nghamwater ferry, in
order to use its 2,000 riders each day to justify
bui l ding this thing.

Econom cs dictate the usage on the
line. It's too bad these economcs don't really
drive the T.

Scituate has experienced trenendous
grow h and trenendous appreciation and value. The
G eenbush area is already extrenely busy, and
adding a track and nore cars to this area doesn't
seemto be a good idea.

The corner of the Driftway on 3A right
now, they are building a new nedical building.
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This is exactly where all the traffic for the end
of the Geenbush Line is going to be going by. |
suggest that the T's traffic studies are woefully
out of date. They haven't done anything for years.

| just say in summary that |'m agai nst

the resuscitation of this line. [It's inefficient,
unwarranted and ill advised. Please note ny
obj ecti on.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Valerie G eene,
foll owed by Terry Fancher.

VALERIE GREENE: My nane is Valerie
Greene. | have lived in Scituate for 22 years.

| f one considers that any enl arged
scal e transportation system nust provide the
greatest good for the greatest nunber, the prospect
of renovating this particular Geenbush rail |ine
fails on every count. | amnot an abutter to the
tracks, but amhorrified to contenplate the inpact
to those whose |ives have been physically and
mentally, and nost definitely financially, should

this train be revived.
Li ke many who do regul ar business in
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the Town of H ngham | wll give you the nost
extrene exanple. | wll go elsewhere for the
t wo-year construction of the tunnel for the town
area. It is reasonable to assune that many of
t hese businesses will not be able to withstand the
| osses of these two years. The nunber of
prospective commuters on this train cannot justify
the certain harmwhich will cone to all these
people. W cannot go back to the world of 1959.

Thi s has al ways been about beating a
dead horse. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, Terry Fancher,
fol |l owed by Jon Tapper.

TERRY FANCHER My nane is Terry
Fancher. | live in Braintree. | cone to you today
speaki ng as Ceneral Manager of South Shore Chanber
of Conmerce in Quincy.

| truly thank you for being here. Your
presence has made this into a better project.
Since 1985, | have either been the Chairman of the
A d Colony Citizens Advisory Commttee or the Chair

or the Vice Chair of the G eenbush GCtizens
Advi sory Committee. | nmention these because | have
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seen and heard every tactic known to manki nd used
by the opponents to fight this project, and al
that it has done is add to the cost.

The T stated they were going to
re-examne this project a couple of nonths ago.
There were cheers fromsonme. | really don't know
what they were cheering about, because what they
had done is to add mllions to the cost of this
project. That's nothing | can be proud of.

You're going to hear about the issue of
medi an strips. You already heard sone of the
comments, whether it's four quadrants or two
guadrant gates. | thank you for not entering into
that abyss. | ask that you sinply allow the
Federal Railroad Adm nistration to cone up with the
gui delines, and that you continue to listen for
their guidance on this issue. It's not an issue |
hope to get involved wth.

This project is not a popularity
contest. |It's about noving people and doing so in
a cost-effective and environnental ly sensitive
manner. There is a fine line in negotiating in

good faith to get to the very best and nost for a
comunity, and stepping over that |ine and
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seem ngly asking for everything, in order to drive
the cost of the project so that it will never be
built.

This project can nove people. It has
the capability of doing this in conjunction with
buses and other forns of mass transit. |t can be
done in three years. And it could have been done a
| ot cheaper and a | ot quicker. | sinply urge you
to nmove forward and don't delay it any further.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker is Jon Tapper, who
wll be foll owed by Joseph Rosano.

JON TAPPER: M. Lento, M. Rosenberg,
Jon Tapper, spokesperson for the Advocacy of
G eenbush on Track, GOT

GOT is an organi zation conprised of
busi nesses, unions and ordinary citizens who are
fed up wwth the nightmarish traffic in the North
Shore and viable transportation alternatives. Look
at 3A and 93 during the norning and afternoon.
Sonet hi ng nust be done to alleviate the traffic.

That sonmething is comuter rail. It is the highest
nunber of cars in the roadways and can be done
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qui ckly and affordably.
Much has been made about the price tag
of Greenbush. It is worth $200 million, higher

than six years ago. The reason is sinple. Delays

have driven costs up. It costs nore today to buy
land. It costs nore to purchase a business, the
price and construction starts. It is inmportant to

remenber this was prom sed to people in the South
Shore. Busi nesses and honeowners have deci si ons,
investnments and capital with the expectation that a
commuter rail would be restored.

It was prom sed in the Big D g.
Taxpayers on the South Shore paid mllions with the
Central Artery project. This is what they have
prom sed in return. | understand the Arny Corps'
debate on whether G eenbush will be built or not.

| believe it is inportant to understand
why they are here today. They are here today
because construction has been del ayed, and the
residents of the South Shore have so far been ki nd.
| enploy the Arny Corps of Engineers wth del ays,
di sm ss them and nove forward on the G eenbush

program as you have prom sed to the people of the
Sout h Shore.
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Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Joseph Rosano, and
| have been given the signal that the court
reporter will have to change paper.

JOSEPH ROSANO  Good afternoon, Joseph
Rosano, Joy Realty Trust. | hope that is still on
file.

"' m here because of two pieces of
property, commercial people in Cohasset Vill age,
nunber 105 Ripley Road, and | ama direct abutter
on both properties to the T. The first, 105 Ripley
Road, is approximtely eight feet fromthe track
It's an office building. It's up on cedar pilings.
That will devastate the vibration and al so | ose al
of our parKking.

The next and nost inportant is No. 2
Pl easant Street, comonly known as the Pl easant
Street Cafe and Gill. 1t's an outdoor dining
restaurant that has ice creamall summer, and that
kitchen is 28 feet fromthe existing traffic,
approxi mately.

The T has refused to give us vibration
mats saying we don't need them because we have hot
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grease, we have hot boiling water.

Al so, the denonstration of the |ine
goi ng up, you won't be able to get from Cohasset
Village. You have to go up on Pleasant Street,
make a U-turn, turn into soneone's driveway, back
out and go back down.

They are taking by em nent domain the
frontage of the building, so | don't have any
parking at all. There is no building, other than
Wi th garden areas. That is the majority of our
busi ness, so we certainly can't say that.

The outdoor dining area will be
devastated by the audio, visual and the snell.

We just need your hel p.

| hope you consider all the
alternatives. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

W will now take a 12-m nute break, and
return at quarter to 3:00. The first person to
provide testinony at that tinme will be Samant ha
Wods. She will be followed by Henry Hidell.

W will recess for 10 m nutes.

(There was a short break taken.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
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gentl enmen, we're back

The first speaker, Samant ha Wods, to
be followed by Henry Hidell.

Take your tine.

SAMANTHA WOODS: Thank you. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak.

My nanme is Samantha Wods. |'mthe
Executive Director of North and South Rivers
Wat er shed Associ ati on.

We have several concerns that require
particular attention in order to protect water
supply and habitat interests in the i nmedi ate
vicinity to the G eenbush term nus.

First, the MBTA has chosen a
design/build nmethod to conplete construction of the
G eenbush Line. Unfortunately, this has resulted
in a confusing and inconpl ete review process,
because plans being submtted do not identify
resource areas and their inpacts. |In sone areas
where there are likely to be concerns, the plans
are not sufficient to identify all the inpacts to
wet | ands and waterways. W would ask that the MBTA

be required to provide all information regarding
the design with sufficient tinme for review and
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comment .

The MBTA needs to provide nore
background and evi dence that there will be no
inpacts to the quality or quantity of the Scituate
wat er supply. The proposed rail bed expansion w ||
be filling wetlands and portions of tributaries
within the watershed to the Town of Scituate's
wat er supply, and yet no evidence has been supplied
regarding the inpacts of these actions. |If there
are inpacts identified, then they nust provide
mtigation for those inpacts.

Particul ar care nust be given in the
construction of the stormwater drainage system from
both the parking area and the |ayover site such
that no pollutants, particularly fecal coliform
enter either the marsh or the water supply.

The Corps should consider inits
permtting process the secondary inpacts of
conveying large quantities of stormmvater into
Herring River, a tributary to the North River that
contai ns an anadronous fish run and is tidal.

Large quantities of freshwater being conveyed into

this river have the potential to alter this
estuarine habitat. The NSRWA and surroundi ng towns
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have worked hard to identify sources of pollution
downstream of this tributary, and this has resulted
i n opening shellfish beds part of the year. It
woul d be crimnal if the MBTA inpacted those
downstream resources we have worked so very hard to
cl ean up. W suggest that the MBTA consider either
a multilevel parking facility to reduce the area of
i npervi ous surface, or that porous pavenent be
considered to allow recharge on-site.

We al so suggest that in addition to
state-of-the-art stormmater filtration systens,

i ndependent nonitoring should be conducted in order
to ensure that there are no negative inpacts from
stormvat er runoff. There should be funding in

pl ace to provi de ongoi ng nmai ntenance of stormater
best managenent practices such that they function
properly in treating stormater.

You nust al so make sure that in the
event of negative inpact on either the water supply
or the marsh, the MBTA will take inmmediate and
effective action to stop and fully mtigate the
negati ve i npacts.

Traffic will be a significant concern
if the train cones to G eenbush. A 1,100-car | ot
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is proposed with plans to possibly expand to 1,500
vehicles. Access to the station will be primarily
from Route 3A and Route 123. The present
intersection is poorly designed and does not
function properly. It is not enough to say that
the present situation will be inproved. You nust
be convinced that the traffic infrastructure
changes will indeed adequately and properly handl e
the anticipated increase in traffic.

In addition we would recommend that the
MBTA consi der building outlying parking lots in the
other towns that the train will service and provide
"Kiss and Ride" transportation to the G eenbush
station.

Thank you for the opportunity to
comment .

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you

Ms. Whods, you are wel cone to | eave
your remarks in that box there. Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Henry Hidell, and
he will be followed by Sam Mani an, 103 Kil by
Street.

HENRY H DELL: Hi . M nanme is Henry
Hidell. I'ma resident of the Town of H ngham and
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| represent nmyself and anybody who is wlling to
agree with ne.

| amthe former Senior Planner of the
Department of Natural Resources, and that tells you
how | ong ago that was. | ama fornmer nenber of the
Cohasset Pl anning Board, and that is why | had to
nmove to Hingham and | ama fornmer nmenber of the
MBTA Advi sory Commttee for the Town of H ngham
right fromthe Town of Cohasset.

It is ny opinion, based upon the review
of the public record, that | do not believe that
the Corps of Engineers is in a position to render a
decision relative to the permt being requested,
due to a lack of technical information as it
relates to the environnmental issues, and those
envi ronnental i1ssues concern in a |large part the
| arge anount of fresh water resources that wll be
traversed by the restoration of the G eenbush Line.

The fact that a right-of-way exists
fromthe late 1800s is no fundanental reason for
this line to be restored within the constraints of
t he contenporary environnmental regulations, and

t hose contenporary environnental ly regul ati ons are
based upon the experiences of prior environmental
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activities that, in fact, severely damage or
certainly alter the environnmental protection of the
publ i c good.

So, therefore, based on that, | do not
believe that the Corps of Engineers is in a
position to render a |earned or know edgeabl e
permt at this tine.

It would be ny recommendation that the
Corps request additional information. The nature
of the permt being requested is based on the
design/build contract in which the Corps will not
have technical information available to it until
wel | after significant damage has been rendered to
the environnent, based on that design/build
process.

So within that -- those constraints, |
offer up the follow ng considerations for your
review. The Greenbush regularly traverses wetl ands
that are crucial to the recharge of a di mnishing
anmount of freshwater servicing and increasing
popul ation. The tunnel to be constructed under the
Town of Hi ngham Center, as a result of mtigated

activities for mtigation, is going to be built in
a significant wetlands area known as Town Brook and
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M Il Pond. These are liquefied soils and sedi nents
t hat have not been sanpled sufficiently to
determ ne the stability of these sedinents. The
rail termnal to the Town of Hi nghamw || obviously
di srupt the economc structure of this town
significantly, because it goes fromthe heart of
its economc activity.

And there is still no sufficient answer
by the MBTA studies on vernal pools and the rel ated
wildlife species involved.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

The next speaker is Sam Mani an,
foll owed by Ruth Anne Beck.

SAM MANI AN Good afternoon. M nane
is Sam Manian. | ama resident of H ngham and |
appl aud the Corps for conducting these open public
nmeet i ngs.

The extensive |ist of environnmental
i npacts are so severe that we are still here
15 years later trying to resolve these conplicated

i ssues, which has been hanpered and hi ndered by the
i kely ongoi ng del ays of providing information by
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the transit authority at the request by the towns
over many years. It's essential that we have
enforcenment of strong environmental regulations to
protect the towns, the comunities, the citizens,

t he nei ghbor hoods, the hones, the natural
envi ronnent and safety for the people. |If these
i ssues were subjected to all Federal Environnental
Regul ati ons, we would nost |ikely not be here
today, due to stringent requirenents which the MBTA
could not neet.

Why shoul d Massachusetts be any | ess
stringent?

Don't our towns and citizens deserve
t he best protections?

Regar di ng Nant asket Junction Station
as of today, the MBTA' s contractors outreach
program have not conducted any neetings with the
nei ghbor hoods directly affected by Nantasket
Junction Station in H ngham W need to discuss
the inpacts or mtigation neasures that include
fl oodi ng, safety, noise, lighting and traffic. The
station affects approximately 75 to 100 honmes and

famlies in the community, including Sumrer Street,
Kil by Street and many side streets. This area has
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been designated a National Flood Plain that
provi des for protection by Congressional mandate.
The MBTA has never addressed this issue publicly.

Four quad gates are critically
i nportant on both Sunmer Street and Kil by Street,
because of the heavy commuter traffic on Route 3A,
traffic going in and out of these proposed parking
garages, heavy traffic at nunerous events at the
Sons of Italy Hall across the street, the new
housi ng project being constructed at Brewer Meadows
on Sumer and Kilby Street, and the residential
activity in the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods. These
conditions necessitate four quad gates, which
clearly provide the highest |evel of safety, as
shown by the research and operational data that
strongly show a positive influence on driver
behavi or, which has resulted in significantly fewer
acci dents and deat hs.

We request that the MBTA initiate
public neetings with the nei ghborhoods at Nant asket
Junction to discuss proposed mtigation neasures.

The FRA will be issuing new and

fl exi bl e guidelines on four quad gates in Septenber
as part of the | STEA reauthorization bill in the
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United States Departnent of Transportation. W
request that the MBTA be required to incorporate
t hese new gui delines and regul ations as part of the
MU with the Town of H ngham

We are asking the Arny Corps of
Engi neers and the Secretary of Transportation to
review and fix the onerous and badly flawed process
for reviewi ng contractor devel oped desi gn packets
submtted to the towns for review and conment in a
very short period of time. Currently, the towns
are receiving over 100 packets of designs for
di fferent work.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

SAM MANI AN Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  You may | eave

that statenent. W can have the whol e thing

SAM MANI AN: | have to fix it up a
little bit. | have to make a | ot of changes.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Next speaker, Ruth Anne Beck, foll owed

by Ri chard Nese.
Ri chard Nese?



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

104

Marilyn Yorke.

MARI LYN YORKE: M nane is Marilyn
Yorke. | aman abutter to the G eenbush Line in
West Hi ngham at 223 South Street, and | own a barn
on 272 North Street. My house is the Marshal
Honmestead built in 1805.

In 1849, ny property was cut in half by
the construction of the railroad, and so ny house
and barn becane two separate properties bisected by
the tracks. These tracks al so cover the Town Brook
behi nd ny house.

The rear wall of ny honme is 10 feet
fromthe track and |ies between four and five feet
at the property line. The state was ruthless in
1849 when the first line was built, and they don't
care about the destruction and danmage it did to the
property and the residences along the track. And
that same | ack of concern has dom nated this
restoration project.

The MBTA has | eft unanswered too many
questions, and has |ots of serious environnental
issues, and | feel that this project is too far

reachi ng, and potentially too dangerous and too
costly not to have it follow EIR
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| ssues of concern to ne, as a resident,
and | think I speak for many of the concerns by the
28 other -- 2,800 other residents along the track.

First of all, the quality of life. The
effects of noise pollution, air pollution,
vi bration, are significant, and the T has not
expl ored thoroughly their inpacts on the well -being
of the people living within close proximty to the
track. The toxins that will spewinto the air wll
have adverse affect, obviously, on our health and
wel | - bei ng.

The second concern is mtigation. The
T has proposed nmoving nmy house, in particular, from
an 1805 granite foundation out into South Street on
a plot of land that the town owns putting the house
around 10 feet further fromthe track. They
proposed insul ati ng the house, giving me room
air-conditioners and tripl e-pane gl ass w ndows as
mtigation. This package is an insult.

That this mtigation will in any way
actually affect the diesel funmes, noise and
vibration is absurd. Before 1958, while the train

was still in operation, the houses that abut the
track in West H ngham were in deplorable condition.
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They were run down, unowned and occupi ed dwel | i ngs.
The railroad had nade them so. Now they have been
carefully restored, and their historic integrity
has been preserved, but they are being severely
t hr eat ened by G eenbush.

If the railroad pass it will spew
di esel fumes, doubl e-decker trains, vibration and
noi se and will destroy these properties and
depreci ate their val ue.

Whi ch | eads ne to property val ue, which
property val ues have al so depreciated in this area.
My house, in particular, has been eval uated about
$100,000 less than it would be if it were in a
different |ocation in H ngham

Concerni ng the archeol ogy then -- that
is m last -- can | just go over a couple of
m nut es?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG No, |'m sorry.

But you did very well. You can |leave -- ma'am you
can | eave your entire statenent, and we will have
it added.

MARI LYN YORKE: |'Il clean it up.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Thank
you.
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Qur next speaker is M. Philip Tobey
to be followed by Dottie Leach

PHI LIP TOBEY: M nane is Philip Tobey,
3 Weston Road, Hi ngham |I'm speaking for nyself.

All I want is a safe railroad that is
what are to have.

A close relative died as a result of a
house fire near the Long Island Railroad when the
fire engines couldn't get there, because the
four-quadrant gate was two tracks, two Long Island
Rai lroad trains bl ocked the intersection for four
or five mnutes. She was in a pernanent vegetative
state for a year. That's what happens when you
nmonkey with fire safety.

Now, | do appreciate everything
M . Brennan has done, everything that the Chanber

of Conmmerce has done. Their concerns are to be

considered as well. But |I work in Wstwod next to
the Route 128 Station. For 11 years, | was part of
a wal king group. It was like a tine test of

particul ate em ssions. You get off the train at
128, and wal k side-by-side with the diesel

| oconotive as bel chi ng snoke cane out of the
| oconptive. What we need is electrification of
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this line.

| won't take up any of your tine,
because |' m opposed to the nedian barriers. | want
four-quadrant gates at every intersection. But |et
people with nore specific concerns cone to the
m cr ophone.

Thank you for considering ny spoken
requests, and I will be submtting by mail a
concise witten statenent by April 25th.

Thank you, sir.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker, Dottie Leach, to be
fol |l owed by Kat hl een Donahue.

DOTTIE LEACH | want to respond a
little bit to the -- the prior speaker, who said
that the opponents are the ones delaying this
proj ect.

| read froma 1997 letter to Col onel
Bradbury where | said, the MBTA nust go ahead with
the line in order to conply with the Cean Air Act.
The Cean Air Act deadline was 1999, and the MBTA
said that the line will not be running until 2002

at the earliest. Wen asked by a nenber, what
happens if they m ss the deadline, Andrew Brennan
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stated they will look into alternatives in 1999, no
earlier, since they do not have to file a statenent
until 60 days before the deadline.

Now, it's 2003. Six years have passed.
There is so many questions. W still don't have
answers. Advocates for Transportation Alternatives
have focused their attention on transportation
alternatives, because the MBTA has not done so.

| urge the business organizations of
the South Shore to focus their energy on enpl oynent
alternatives, and not the idea that commuting to
Boston is the only option. The South Shore
busi ness community has grown. It is necessary to
address the | ocal commuter growth, and not just the
train line to Boston, but nore address the travel
wi thin the region.

Quality of life is often used to
pronote rail restoration. It's a 90-m nute
alternate way of commuting. A quality of life
i nprovenent, or would quality of life greatly
i nprove by finding ways to bring enpl oynent
opportunities to the South Shore within a 20-m nute

radi us, allow ng people to spend less tine
commuting and nore tine with their famlies. And
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"1 fix it up.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Thank
you, ma'am

The next speaker is Kathleen Donahue,
fol |l owed by John Hovorka.

KATHLEEN DONAHUE: Good afternoon. |
think it's interesting that a |ocal historian,
Doctor John Stilgo (phonetic spelling), talked
about the origins of the G eenbush corridor rai
line. The reason that the train was placed in
G eenbush corridor along the wetlands was because
t he chicken farm was conpl ai ni ng so nmuch they
didn't want the noise. So therefore, they put it
over there. So it wasn't like this was based on
sound econom c reasons. There was a bunch of
chi cken farmers conpl ai ni ng.

O fer the past 10 years or so, | have
attended many public hearings related to the
G eenbush Line. It has becone very evident that
the T's efforts to circumvent conmon safety issues
and environnental safeguards have prolonged this
process unnecessarily.

The federal regulations prohibiting
at -grade crossings were pronulgated for a very
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sound reason. Cars and trains are a lethal m x.
In today's Boston  obe, there was an article about
vi sual perception on page Cl, and Ron Rensi nk
(phonetic spelling), a noted vision researcher,
tal ks about drivers |ooking but failing to see and
states, drivers sonetinmes even plowright into
trains that are on already crossing -- trains
al ready crossing the road. |In these preoccupied
times, we need the best safeguards possible, not
t he | east.

To resurrect the rail |ine abandoned 44
years ago to circunvent these regulations creates a
serious safety situation, which is unacceptable.
And to multiply that situation 27 tines in 17 mles
t hrough residential nei ghborhoods with a | ack of
safeguard -- safeguards currently proposed by the T
is crimnal. The fact that they are trying to
avoi d four-quadrant gates to save noney isS penny
wise and life threateningly foolish

As a G eenbush resident, | amgravely
concerned about the lack of information concerning
the termnus of this project. |Its nmassive scale

does not fit nestled in between the Town of
Scituate's sole water supply systemand a river
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that is the only state state-designated protected
scenic river in the Coomonwealth. After all these
years of talking, there is still no way to get the
1,100 cars through the conplex 3A-123 intersection.

When will a safe solution be put on the
t abl e?

Do they have a safe solution?

The main safety feature of a roundabout
proposal, according to a state highway engineer in
a neeting Scituate, was limting of speed, and what
he said was that if the cars can only go 20 mles
an hour in a roundabout, they won't do as nuch
damage when they hit. | didn't think that was a
very safe solution

What about the large oil tank that
rolls over the vehicles, the comercial vehicles
that we see today, going in this roundabout? |If
they spill over, they are right in our town water
supply system

After years of asking the T, it
steadfastly ignored pedestrian and nonnotori zed
access to the station. No bi keways, no wal kways.

We need a car to get there. The only positive
situation is that the cars going to the train are a
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| ot cleaner than the train that is idling.
Wen the T proposed -- what the T
proposed -- okay.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you
KATHLEEN DONAHUE: Thanks.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very

nmuch.

My next speaker, John Hovor ka.

Cat heri ne Rein.

John Bew cKk.

JOHN BEW CK:  Thank you. M nane is
John Bewi ck. | am president of Advocates for
Transportation Alternatives. | appreciate very

much the opportunity to cone and speak before you
al | .

For over 15 years, citizens of the
Sout h Shore have taken the opportunity to present
their views on G eenbush at Corps hearings, in Town
Meeting votes and at the polls, and we wel cone the
views of new groups lately arrived on the scene,
who may have new information to share.

| have really two points, and there is

not enough tine to go into themin great detail.
One is that | feel that it's premature for the
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Corps to issue a permt at this point until further
information is provided. OQur wetlands expert has
submtted information to you of efficiencies in
February. He will submt his further comrents in
witing, as opposed to testifying today.
O herw se, he would be here, other than the other
people will present deficiencies in the
under st andi ng of the inpacts.

The second point is that it's our view
that the Corps nust do a full environnental review
of this project. For one thing, a fellow federal
agency, Federal Transit Adm nistration, had begun
such a review in the G eenbush's pool from current
federal funding. So you have a federal agency that
has already been in the early '90s already started
the federal review

Secondly, you may not be aware of this
as a newconer to New Engl and that the EPA has al so
urged the Corps in past comruni cations do a ful
Environnental |npact Statenment. You m ght | ook at
the files on EPA's views about that, noting the
need for a full environnmental inpact statenent.

Third, | think that in the Section 106,
Hi storic Preservation review, the Corps found that
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train site was a negative inpact on the districts.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is John G ayken.

Dani el Lauza. Layza. If | keep
trying, I'll get it right.

DAN LAUZON: | have trouble with it
myself. It's Daniel L-A-U-Z-ON | amthe

| egi sl ative representative for the Brotherhood of
Loconoti ve Engi neers, the people that will operate
the trains, if this project goes forward.

There are a couple of things | want to
point out to the -- to the floor that may be of
interest. One is that the proposed G eenbush Line
is avirtual mrror imge of an existing line, both
internms of its geography, topography, econom c,
you know, denographic |ocation distance.

And I'd also |like to point out that
this line has 22 crossings. | know a | ot of people
| ocally are concerned that there may be an
over abundance of crossings, but | find that it's
just a normal thing.

Anot her thing | need to point out

regarding em ssions is previously we had heard that
there is about 1,000 people on a train, and we know
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that the | oconotive has 3,000 horsepower. That
mat hematically brings it down to three horsepower
per passenger. No matter how you slice it, nobody
at MT could develop a vehicle that could be safe
and travel at 70 mles an hour, and yet have that
sort of efficiency.

So clearly, commuter rail is
environmental | y hands down the only node that is
going to achieve the goal of clean air and neet the
demand of traffic mtigation, so on and so forth

| also would like to touch real briefly
on the saltwater and freshwater water resource
areas. |If you look at the Rockport Line, you'l
see that very nuch like this line, there are
shel | fish beds that are intersected by freshwater
sources. There are barrier beaches that are
i npeded upon by the right-of-way. There are none,

t here never have been, and there nost |ikely never
w Il be any environnental inpacts fromthe presence
of a railroad right-of-way.

And | will stand here before you and
say as the only person in this roomthat actually

drives a train that as far as wldlife inpacts are
concerned, it has been ny experience in the |ast 32
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years that it's virtually none. | have nore of an
i npact when |'mdriving nmy car to work than when
I|"mdriving a | oconoti ve.

The other last issue | would like to
touch on is the Federal Railroad Adm nistration's
relationship with our international organization,
as far as railroad crossings are concerned. W
wll be ready; we will be prepared to work with
you, the MBTA, as we already do, and with the
carrier and with the Arny Corps of Engineers in
regards to identifying and mtigating crossings as
the local communities see fit. This is their
comunity. They're the ones that have to deal with
the inpacts of safety neasures that have to be
brought by the Federal Railroad Adm nistration to
regul ations on railroad crossings.

And, of course, we are the ones who are
doing all the crossings, too, so we have a vested
interest, probably nore so than any ot her
organi zation, as far as crossing safety is
concer ned.

|"mgoing to be submtting witten

reports within the next 10 days, and | appreciate
the opportunity to talk with you
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Shan Morrissey [sic]. |
guess that woul d be Shane.

SHAN MORRI SSEY: Actually, it's even
nore. |t should be Shan.

My nanme is Shan Morrissey. | live in
Scituate. Thank you for having this hearing today.

Because of the tinme constraints, |I'm
not going toread it, but I would like the audience
to take advantage of | ooking at the Corps'
envi ronmental operating principles, and that is
what | kept in mnd as | |ooked at what the issues
are with the G eenbush Line.

The environnental operating principles
are very inportant to |l ook at. They discuss
starting to achieve environnental stability. One
of the nobst inportant statenments in this is
envi ronnent maintain and as heal thy diverse and
sust ai nabl e conditions necessary to support life.

It al so tal ks about accepting corporate
responsi bility, recognizing the independence of
life and the physical environnent, and proactively

consi dering environnental circunstances, which
think is a huge concern in this state.
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The goal of G eenbush is to reduce
pol l uti on by reduci ng the nunber of vehicles
traveling to and from Boston. The corridor does
not acknow edge scientific studies that detail the
pol l uti ng and cancer-causi ng effect of diesel
parti cul at es.

Wuldn't it be a better idea to utilize
exi sting, nonpolluting technology, rather than to
use an aging systenf? A healthy and di verse and
sust ai nabl e environnental condition is necessary to
support life.

Wth this principle in mnd, many
peopl e are confused by the current treatnent that
wet | ands and protected species are receiving or not
receiving along the rail bed. There are many
sections that cross wetl ands where state protected
species are known to exist. There have been pl ans
to build tunnels under the beds in discussion of
recreating wetl ands.

There is a recent study in the Journal
of Nature regarding the effects of sedi nentation
and vernal pools. It found as little as one-fifth

of an inch of sedinmentation is used to convert from
10,000 to 27 -- 27. The recreation of vernal pools
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by scraping up the bottom of pools and noving it is
going to have serious negative inpacts by reducing
one of the first, earliest levels in the food
chai n.

The Corps knows that there are
protected species in verified vernal pools al ong
this line, as does the T in its wetlands findings.
Wet | ands permits have not yet been issued, and yet
the T has been violating the Wetl ands Protection
Act and Endangered Species Act by cutting brush
right up to the edge of these vernal pools and
i npacti ng endangered speci es.

Why haven't they been fined for this?
If the Tis allowed to do this, even before they
receive permts, what do we have to watch for after
they are permtted?

One of the principles is
responsi bility, the responsible action necessary to
utilize preexisting roadways, and nonpol | uting
technol ogy. Stop the destruction of the wetlands,
protect the species and our public water supply.

There are new sources of public water

t hat have been on research and discovery in
Scituate, and that information will be submtted,
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but that has not been consi dered.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

Jack Crow ey.
JACK CROALEY: Thanks. | would like to
thank the Corps for fulfilling their obligation to

provi de an objective analysis to this project.
know you have been at it. |It's nice to have
sonebody out there that is |ooking at this

obj ectively.

| guess, in summary, you know, | think
this project is an environnental and a fiscal
di saster, and I think the Corps correctly has
focused on the environnental inpact. And | think
there's many issues, a couple | would like to focus
on.

You know, it seens |ike the MBTA has
made a bunch of promses to the town that they have
reneged as they go forward with this design.
Specifically, the Nantasket Junction Station.
Initial promse of the T was to instal
four-quadrant gates, to also provide an entrance

and exit on both Summer and Kil by Streets, and al so
to purchase enough | and to ensure adequate parKking
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in case of overflow.

In a recently designed, recently
rel eased design/build plans, each of these prom ses
have been reneged upon. In addition, the T is
proposing 30-foot lights in the station, which is
| ocated in the mddle of a residential
nei ghbor hood.

It is becomng clear that the T's
met hodol ogy is to nake prom ses they have no
intention of fulfilling, in order to get nonmentum
for the project to be pushed through. | applaud
the Corps for holding the T accountable for
their -- to their past -- of conplying with the 106
Act, and also to hold up to their prom ses.

Finally, I would Iike to address the
filling of the wetlands. Again, specifically, the
Nant asket Junction area, there are many |ow |ying
wetlands in this area that the MBTA is proposing to
fill. This area already floods in heavy rain, and
| am concerned about the infusion of diesel fuel
and other toxins that that will undoubtedly find
its way into these wetl ands.

Thi s project does not make sense, and
the T has not fulfilled its obligations to provide



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

123
an objective and conplete and truthful analysis. |
urge the Corps to deny any permts for this project
until the T fulfills their obligation to the
t axpayers.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next, Ruth Anne Beck.

Ri chard Nese.

John Hovor ka.

Cat heri ne Rein.

John G ayken.

| s there anybody here who has not given
testinmony and wi shes to do so?

Sir, we said that we'd be here unti
four. If | could suggest we recess until we
reconvene, if sonebody should show up until four
o' clock. And then at 4:00, we close down for the
seven o' cl ock heari ng.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, we will be in
[imbo until 4 o'clock. If you care to give
testinmony until that time, you' re wel cone at the
m crophone, and continue to take testinony. At

four o' clock, we will recess until 7:00; and at the
time we reconvene, we will restate the authority,
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and again, we reserve presentation fromthe permt
appl i cation.

You will -- you're rem nded we w |
continue to hear testinony utilizing our protocol.

For your convenience, if you have |ong
statenents, a stenographer is available in the
reception area where you can dictate your
statenment, rather than making formal presentations.

W w il reopen registration at 6:00
p.m for the evening session. |If you have already
filled out a card, you're welcone to change it and
have -- and speak then, if you haven't al ready done
so. So we wll remain here until 4:00 p.m and
t hen recess.

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, there was a short break
t aken.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. This is
M . Robert Mntgomery, 171 Summrer Street, giving
testinony on the record.

ROBERT MONTGOVERY: Yes. | |ive about
t hree houses away fromwhere the parking lot is

going to be at the Nantasket Station here in
H ngham and | have been to several of the neetings
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that they've had over the past few years. Wenever
| asked a question of how they determ ned how nuch
par ki ng space they needed, did they do any
pr of essi onal surveys?

| can never get an answer fromthem
and it | ooked |ike they just found the | and and
backed into the nunber of spaces by dividing it up
i nto spaces.

And at the mtigation hearings with the
town, they addressed that parking on the street
probl em by saying we can grow into the property
that we were originally going to use for parking
when the project first started, if we have to. In
t he neanti ne, someone bought that property, and
t hey have built houses on it, so that expansion
potential for the parking is no |longer there. And
the rest of the potential |land for such an activity
is conservation. So ny concern is the parking on
the streets period.

The ot her concern is the height of the
lights. They told us they would be | ower |ights.
Now, they are tal king about 30-foot |ights. And I

live within range of the lights and the parking
lot, so |I'mconcerned about that.



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

126

And the other one, which is the one
everybody is concerned about, is the safety at the
crossing; the difference between what they said we
were going to get on the quadrants versus what is
in the plan, which has changed. So those are ny
t hree coments.

| appreciate the chance to have the
opportunity.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you,

M. Montgonery. Thank you very much.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was suspended

at 4:00 p.m)
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EVENI NG SESSI ON

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Good eveni ng.
Good evening and wel cone to this public hearing
regardi ng the construction of the comuter rai
service on the G eenbush branch of the A d Col ony
railroad |ine.

My nanme is Larry Rosenberg. |'mthe
Chief of Public Affairs for the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers in New England. CQur
headquarters is located in Concord, Massachusetts,
and | will be your Mderator/Facilitator this
eveni ng.

| now declare this hearing reconvened
fromthe afternoon session.

Qur Hearing O ficer tonight is
Li eutenant Col onel Brian G een, our Deputy District
Engi neer for the Corps of Engineers in New Engl and.

Shoul d you need copies of the public
notice, the hearing procedures, or other pertinent
information, it is available at the registration
desk.

Foll ow ng this introduction, Colonel
Green will address the hearing. That will be
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foll owed by the applicant, the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority, that will give a short
description of the permt application. | wll then
review the Corps of Engineers' responsibilities in
this process and explain the hearing procedures we
will be using this evening. Following that, | wll
open the floor to comment, utilizing our hearing
pr ot ocol .

Before we begin, 1'd like you to -- |
would i ke to rem nd you the inportance of filling
out those cards that are avail able at the door.
These cards serve two purposes: First, they let ne
know that you're interested in this permt so that
the Corps can keep you informed; second, they
provide nme a list of who wishes to speak this
evening. |If you did not conplete the card, but
wi sh to speak, or receive future information
regardi ng the MBTA permt application, one wll be
provi ded at the desk.

Addi tionally, a stenographer is also
available in the reception area right across the
hal I, should you wish to dictate a statenent for

the record rather than naking a fornal
presentation. There are no tine limts on those
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i ndi vi dual statenents. There will be atime limt
this evening of three m nutes.

One additional rem nder, we're here
tonight to receive your comrents, not to enter into
any di scussion of those comments or to reach any
conclusions. Any questions you have shoul d be
directed to the record, not to the individuals on
t hi s panel.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Col onel G een.

LI EUTENANT COLONEL BRI AN GREEN: |
woul d like to welconme you tonight to this public
hearing regarding the permt application fromthe
MBTA on the proposed construction of the comuter
rail service on the G eenbush branch of the Ad
Colony railroad line in the Towms of Braintree,
Weynout h, H ngham Cohasset and Scituate. | would
also like to thank you for involving yourself in
this environnental review process.

| " m Li eut enant Col onel Brian G een of
the New England District US Arny Corps of
Engi neers. Again, our headquarters is located in
Concord, Massachusetts. O her Corps of Engineers

representatives with nme tonight include: Chris
Godfrey, our Chief of Regulatory; Ted Lento, our
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Permt Project Manager, and Larry Rosenberg, our
Chief of Public Affairs, who will facilitate
toni ght's heari ng.

Tonight's hearing is being conducted as
part of the Corps of Engineers' regulatory program
solely to listen to your comments. By conducting
t hese public hearings, we, the Corps of Engineers,
continue to fulfill our regulatory requirenents to
seek public comment and input related to the MBTA
pr oposal .

Qur role in this permt process is
defined by Section 404 of the C ean Water Act, by
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, and as
requi red by Section 106 of the National Hi storic
Preservati on Act.

Wiile no decision will be nade tonight,
my decision to issue or deny the permt wll be
based on an eval uation of the probable inpacts of
the MBTA s proposed activity, and your conments
wi |l be considered in evaluating whether the permt
application is issued or denied.

Accordingly, please feel free to

provide coments if you would Iike to enter into
the record either in this hall, or again, directly
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to the stenographer |ocated outside of this
auditoriumin the informational area.

Additionally, I wll receive any
witten comments tonight and until April 25th
2003. | assure you that all of your comments,
witten or oral, wll be addressed during this
process, wll be treated equally on the record, and
w Il be considered in ny deci sion.

It is crucial to this public process
that your voice is heard, and we're here to listen
to your comments, to understand your concerns, and
to provide you an opportunity to put your thoughts
on the record should you care to do so.

A prior public hearing was held in
August of 1997, that was attended by over 500
people. At that tine, we received extensive
comments, both oral and witten, that have been
i ncorporated into our records and will be
considered fully in our decision process.

Since then, there have been nmany
proj ect changes proposed by the MBTA, and this
hearing is your opportunity to provide coments on

t hese changes.
Once again, | remnd you that prior
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comments that we receive will be considered, and |
encourage you to focus your comments tonight on the
new project elements that have been proposed since
our last hearing in 1997.

|'"d also like to enphasize that this is
your hearing, and we need you to assist us in this
public review process.

To date, no decision has been nade by
the Corps of Engineers with regard to this permt.
It is ny responsibility to evaluate both the
envi ronnent al and soci oeconom c inpacts prior to
maki ng any deci sion; and in order to acconplish
that, | need your input.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Andrew Brennan,
Director of Environmental Affairs for the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.

ANDREW BRENNAN:  Thank you very much.

Again, ny nanme is Andrew Brennan. | am
the Executive Director of Environnmental Affairs for
the MBTA, who as indicated, is the permt applicant

here in the 404 process.
| just want to give a very brief
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overview of what it is that we are doing and nostly
| am going to focus on certain changes that have
been nmade to the project.

The MBTA initially filed a Section 404
permt application wwth the Arny Corps of Engineers
in the sumer of 1997. As it was said, a very
| arge public hearing was held on that in the sunmer
of '"97, and public comments were taken.

Since that tinme, there has been a
regul atory process on a nunber of fronts that has
occurred, and sone changes have occurred to the
project since then that I want to just very quickly
touch on sone of the major el enents of.

On the regulatory front, that filing of
that permt was a takeoff for a nunber of
regul atory processes, the first of which led to the
Arny Corps of Engineers in Septenber of 1999
issuing what is referred to as the LEDPA, a draft
LEDPA statenent, the Least Environnentally Damagi ng
Practicable Alternative, in which a series of
alternatives had been | ooked at and a determ nation
was nmade as to which of the alternatives

passed -- which net the purpose of the project, had
the | east environnental damagi ng inpact. And that
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determ nation was made in the fall of 1999.

That determ nation then began the
Section 106 process, or the Historic Preservation
process, which was a series of consultation
sessions held with the conmmunities along the |ine,
as well as wth the Arny Corps of Engineers, and
then the State Historic Preservation Oficer
| ooki ng at the assessnent of inpacts on properties,
what the affects would be, and what the proposed
mtigation would be. That -- that process ended
with, or | should say, got sone mlestones out of a
programmati c agreenent that was signed by the Arny
Corps of Engineers, by the MBTA, and by the Mass
Hi storic Conm ssion, and the State Preservation
Oficer, which locked in or |ooked at what
the -- what the inpedinments were and then devel oped
a process by which they indicated the design and
review, and there would be a review of design
docunents by the parties to see that those
preservation issues, those historic effects were
being continually nonitored and continual ly
assessed.

That process is ongoing. W have been
goi ng through design review for the nost part of
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the sections, 60 percent design on certain sections
and be comng into 90 docunents, and those design
docunents are being reviewed by the parti es,
including municipalities along the line. And that
is all under the federal regulatory process.

We al so conpl eted under the state
regul atory process our MEPA review. W finished
and filed our final EIR in 2001 -- 2001, and we got
a certificate of approval in the sumer of 2001,
whi ch has then started a state wetlands permt
process with the Departnent of Environnental
Protection and other agencies. And we are in the
m dst of that state permt practice, which is
somewhat parallel to this federal process that we
are under right now.

I n Decenber of this past year, we filed
an update to that 1977 permt filed with the Arny
Corps, an updated permt application that had in it
a nunber of changes. The major ones |I'mgoing to
identify. There are a nunber of changes, severa
of which have a specific inpact or a connection to
wet | and resources, and sone had a connection to

hi storic or cultural resources.
On the wetl and resources, the major
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changes were the change in the location of a
| ayover facility in Scituate, having noved fromthe
south side of the Driftway to the north side of the
Driftway avoiding a little over an acre of wetl and
i npacts on there.

And the second nmj or change was the
change in |location of the Nantasket Junction
Station from-- for those of you that are famliar
wi th maybe probably know what was the site of the
ol d H ngham Lunber is now the proposed | ocation of
the MBTA station on Nantasket. W were going to
begin it across the track on the other side. W've
now switched it over to the H ngham Lunber side,
whi ch avoids a significant acreage of wetl and
i npacts there, too.

There are al so a nunber of other
smal | er resource areas that had been avoi ded by the
use of retaining walls, changes in design, changes
in culvert design, and all of which are identified
in that inventory in the permt application.

As for historic issues, there are two
maj or changes that occurred. One was the building

in the H ngham under pass, about an 800-f oot
under pass in downtown H nghamto avoid the inpacts
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to the historic district there, as well as
to -- excuse nme -- as well a change in the design
of the Weynout h Landi ng area where we had proposed
at the time of the application to go at grade
t hrough Weynouth Landing. W | ooked at that going
t hrough the viaduct and ultimately chose to go what
we call a shallow cut, basically a depressed area
underneath it to avoid having those inpacts. Both
of which serve to avoid inpacts of historic
resour ces.

Again, there are a nunber of other -- a
long list of other design changes that were nade on
a much smaller scale that either avoid or better
mtigate the inpacts of the historic resources, and
they, again, are identified in this project -- in
this permt update.

At the end of the day, we end up with
3.41 acres of wetland inpacts along the 18-mle
corridor. And we propose in this application to do
a series of wetland replications, enhancenents and
wet | and preservations for a total of -- we are
proposi ng just under nine acres of wetland

replications and mtigate the 3.4 that we are
i npacting. W also are proposing about two and a



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

138
hal f acres of wetland enhancenent, as well as a
total of about a little over 18 acres of |and
preservation |l eft here, wetland preservation or
upl and preservation, and that those categories of
things all of which add up to offset and to
mtigate the 3.4 acres of wetland inpacts that wll
be unavoi dable as a result of the project.

All of this is designed -- is defined
and described in nmuch greater detail than | just
gave you in this docunent, which | believe, not in
t he bi nder version, but a paper version is out on
t he outside foyer

We appreciate the Arny Corps having
this hearing. W look forward to an exhaustive
public review, and we will focus in on your
comments we have fromboth this afternoon and this
eveni ng.

So thank you very mnuch.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

Ladies and gentlenmen, I'd like to
briefly review the Corps of Engineers

responsibilities in this process.
First, the Corps' jurisdiction in this
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case is Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, which
regul ates the discharge of dredged or fil
materials in waters of the United States, including
wet| ands. And Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act of 1899, which authorizes the Corps to regul ate
certain structures or work in or affecting
navi gabl e waters in the United States.

Second, the detailed regul ations
expl ain the procedures for evaluating permt
applications is Title 33, Code of Federal
Regul ations, Parts 320 through 330, and that was
publ i shed on Novenber 13, 1986, in the Federal
Regi ster.

Third, the Corps' decision rests on
several inportant factors:

1. The Corps eval uates individual
permt applications for the discharge of dredged or
fill materials under the 404 (b)(1) quidelines.
These gui del i nes prepared by the Environnent al
Protection Agency in consultation with the Arny
Corps of Engineers are the federal environnental
regul ations for evaluating the filling of waters

and wet| ands and are designed to avoid unnecessary
filling.
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Second, the Commonweal t h of
Massachusetts nust issue or waive the requisite
Water Quality Certification, and the Coastal Zone
Managenent Agency nust certify that the work is
consistent with coastal zone policies.

Third, the Corps of Engineers
coordi nates conpliance with related federal |aws.
These include: The National Environnmental Policy
Act; the Endangered Species Act; and the
Presidential Executive Order 11988 regarding flood
managenent .

Additionally, in accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act, which provides
for full consideration of inpacts on historic
properties, we will strive to avoid or mnim ze
effects on historical properties and adhere to the
goal s of that statute and ot her applicable | aws
dealing with historical properties.

Finally, the decision whether to grant
or deny a permt is based in part on a
public -- public interest review of the probable
i npact of the proposed activity and its intended

use. This review takes into consideration al
comments recei ved and other rel evant factors.
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The hearing this evening wll be
conducted in a manner that all who desire to
express their views will be given an opportunity to
speak. To preserve the right of all to express
their views, | ask that there be no interruptions.

When you cane in, copies of the public
notice and the procedures to be followed at this
hearing were available. |[If you did not receive
these, those are available in the reception area.
| will not read either of the hearing procedures or
the public notice, but they will be entered into
t he record.

The record of this hearing will remain
open, and witten comments may be submtted
tonight, or by mail until April 25th, 2003. Al
witten comments receive equal consideration with
oral statenents nmade this evening.

In order to nmake any deci sions
regarding this permt application, we, the United
States Arny Corps of Engineers, need to hear from
you, the individuals nost affected by this project.

But before we begin, | would like to

rem nd you once agai n about the inportance of
filling in those cards. As | said, they serve two
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pur poses: They tell us whether you want to stay
interested in this process so we can put you on the
mailing list; and two, they give me a |list of who
is going to speak tonight. So if you haven't
filled out the card and wi sh to speak or receive
information, please fill out that card.

Col onel Geen, sir, if there is no
objection, | would like to now di spense with the
readi ng of the public notice of this hearing, have

it entered into the record.

*x * * % %

PUBLI C NOTI CE

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA) has requested a Corps of Engineers permt
under Section 10 of the R vers and Harbors Act of
1899, and Section 404 of the Cean Water Act to
place fill material within a total of 7.81 acres of
wet | ands and wat erways for the construction of the
G eenbush A d Colony Railroad commuter |ine through

the Towns of Braintree, Wynouth, H ngham
Cohasset, and Scituate, Massachusetts.
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Construction will include installing approximtely
18 mles of rail line and seven new conmuter rai
stations and an end of the line |ayover facility.
Total permanent and tenporary wetl ands and wat erway
i npacts within Corps jurisdiction associated with
t he proposed work are as follows: 3.41 acres
(148,575 square feet) of permanent inpact wetl ands,
4.02 acres (175,272 square feet) of tenporary
i npacts to wetlands, 0.082 acres (3,571 square
feet) of permanent inpact to waterways, and 0. 30
acres (12,979 square feet) of tenporary inpacts to
wat erways. The wetland and waterway areas to be
filled are | ocated by station nunber on the
attached | ocus maps nunbered 1 through 5 and
further described on the attached table entitled
"TABLE Bl, SUMVARY OF WETLANDS | MPACTS BY TOM. "
More detail ed project plans entitled "OLD COLONY
REHABI LI TATI ON, G eenbush Line" on 132 sheets dated
Novenber 6, 2002 are avail abl e upon request.

In April of 1997 the MBTA first
submtted a permt application for this proposed
work and a public notice was issued May 6, 1997.

The MBTA subsequently has nodified the project and
submtted a revised permit application that is the
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subj ect of this current public notice.

Nunerous alternatives as identified in
the attached Table A-1 were considered and six of
those alternatives were evaluated in greater detai
in order to ensure that all feasible nmeans to avoid
damage to the environnent were considered, and that
unavoi dabl e damage to the environnment was mnim zed
and mtigated to the maxi num extent practicable.
The six nmajor alternatives considered in the
Greenbush corridor for transportation inprovenents
were: 1) No-Build; 2) Transportation System
Managenent (TSM; 3) Commuter boat service with
expanded H ngham term nal and feeder bus service;

4) Conmuter bus service with expanded H ngham
term nal and new termnals in Nantasket and/or
Quincy with feeder bus service alternatives;

5) Conmuter rail service entirely at-grade; and
6) Commuter rail service including a tunnel under
H ngham Squar e.

The project purpose for the restoration
of the G eenbush Line of the A d Col ony Railroad
iS:

*  To neet the G eenbush Line corridor's needs
for transit services;
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To reverse the grow ng isol ation of the
G eenbush Line corridor;
To increase nmobility by increasing transit
capacity, ridership, accessibility,
reliability, and confort;
To reduce transit travel tinme and traffic
congesti on;
To alleviate the burden on existing roadway
and transit facilities and services, such
as parking facilities, the Red Line system
Route 3, and the Southeast Expressway;
To reduce fuel consunption and air
pol | uti on;
To provide cost-effective transit services
by maxi m zing the use and capacity of
existing facilities and maxi m zing the
natural advantages of each node of
transportation within a nmulti-noda
approach to transportation inprovenents;
To hel p the regional Internodal
Transportation Systens (I TS) programto
achieve inprovenents in air quality,

i ncludi ng specific commtnents to provide
rail service (or transit service with
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equi val ent ridership) in the G eenbush
Corridor. This conmtment is part of the
Commonweal th' s Federal | y-approved State
| mpl enent ati on Plan pursuant to the Federal
Clean Air Act and the state's mtigation
agreenent for the Central Artery Project.

* To aneliorate inequities in the existing
Boston netropolitan area transportation
system by increasing services in the now
poorly served G eenbush Line corridor and
by increasing access for disabled
i ndi viduals or individuals wth speci al
needs.

The MBTA has devel oped a Wetl and
Mtigation Plan to replace |ost wetlands functions
and val ues of areas inpacted by the Project. The
mtigation sites are described further in the
attached Tabl e B-2 SUMVARY OF WETLAND M TI GATI ON
MEASURES and the | ocations are noted on the
attached | ocus maps nunbered one through five.
Restoration and replication areas have been
desi gned to conpensate for th wetlands functional

val ues lost or inpaired by the proposed wetl ands
i npacts. The overall mtigation goal is to provide
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mtigation to inpact ration of 2:1.

This project will inpact Essential Fish
Habitat (EFH) for snelt, herring and alewife. This
habitat consists of tidally influenced streans
i ncl udi ng Town Brook in H ngham and Snelt Brook in
Weynout h. Loss of this habitat nmay adversely
af fect spawni ng and anadronous fish runs for snelt,
herring and alewi fe during construction however
time of year restrictions have been proposed to
mnimze inpacts. Wth the inclusion of the tine
of year restrictions, the District Engineer has
made a prelimnary determ nation that the
site-specific adverse effect will not be
substantial. Further consultation with the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service regardi ng EFH
conservation recommendati ons i s being conducted and
will be concluded prior to the final decision.

In order to properly evaluate the
proposal, we are seeking public conmment. Anyone
w shing to comment is encouraged to do so.
Comments should be submtted in witing by the
above date. If you have any questions, please

contact Ted Lento at (978) 318-8863, (800) 343-4789
or (800) 362-4367, if calling fromw thin
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Massachusetts.
Any person may request, in witing,

Wi thin the comment period specified within this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider
the application. Requests for a public hearing
shal | specifically state the reasons for holding a
public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings
for the purpose of obtaining public comments when
that is the best neans of understanding a w de
vari ety of concerns froma diverse segnent of the
public.

Crystal 1. Gardner

Chief, Permts & Enforcenent Branch

Regul at ory Di vi si on

* * * % %

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. A transcri pt of
this hearing is being made to assure a detailed
review of all the coments. A copy of the
transcript wll be nade avail able at our Concord,
Massachusetts, headquarters for your review, or you

can go on the website and downl oad a copy of it; it
w |l be available in about two weeks. There are
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cards out in front, and you can get the link if you
so desire, or you may neke arrangenents on your own
with the stenographer for a copy at your expense.

When making a statenment, please cone
forward to the m crophone, get pretty close to it,
state your nanme and the interest you represent. As
there are many who are -- wishing to provide
coment tonight, as | said, you will be provided
three mnutes to speak, no nore.

The traffic light in the front wll
indicate the followi ng: Wen that green |ight
conmes on, you'll have two m nutes remaining; when
t he anber |ight conmes on, you'll have one m nute
left; and when the red |light cones on, that
identifies that the tinme has expired.

Pl ease identify if you are speaking for
or representing a position of an organization. |If
you' re speaking for yourself as an individual,
pl ease say so. | want to enphasize that all who
w sh to speak tonight will have that opportunity.

Now, once again, for your convenience,
a stenographer is available in the reception area,

and should you wish to dictate a record -- a
statenent for the record, rather than to make the
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time limted formal presentation, please nake
yoursel f avail able to her.

These statenents along with all witten
statenments submtted tonight, or by April 25th,
will receive equal consideration with those
presented here this evening.

W wi il now receive your coments
according to our hearing protocol.

The first individual to provide conment
is Senator Robert Hedlund, of the South Shore. He
will be followed by Walter Maclver fromthe Town of
H ngham

SENATOR ROBERT HEDLUND: Thank you.

You caught nme off guard. | heard nmy nane, | was
down the hall, and | heard ny nane reverberate down
the hallway. 1'Il just be very brief.

" m basically here as State Senator
representing the inpacted communities. Up until
recently, the entire line and after |egislative
redistricting, all but the Braintree portion of
this line. | have been in office a total of 10
years now t hroughout this debate; and | would j ust

say that I'mbasically here to reinforce and
buttress the comments that you have heard earlier
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t oday, that you' ve heard throughout this process,
and you'll hear later this evening by the town
officials representing the inpacted communities,
interested parties, and various nenbers of the
negati on conm ttees that have been extrenely
closely involved with this process for sone tine
now t o speak about many of the unresolved issues
and the inpacts fromthis project, both safety and
envi ronment al .

| will zero in just on one of those
many, many issues that you have al ready heard about
and wi Il hear about, and that is the issue of the
gquadrant gates to reiterate sone things that have
been said before by nme and others. This has been
sonet hi ng that has been negotiated by the MBTA with
the inpacted communities. It was sonething that
was prom sed, and we really feel that there is an
anpl e anount of evidence based on areas where the
gquadrant gates are utilized around the country that
provide sufficient data relative to safety; and we
feel that it is something that is needed for the
communities froma safety standpoint. W don't

believe that they are experinental in nature, as
t he MBTA cl ainms, given the performance of the
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guadr ant gates throughout the high speed rai
corridor to New York and Boston and several other
states, including California and Illinois. 1"l
again be brief, because | know you have many people
who want to speak, but | want to add one comment of
a sonewhat personal nature, and that is that | said
as a representative of these communities that are
i npacted by the project, this has been draggi ng on
for a nunber of years, as you know. | served on
the Transportation Conmttee since taking office,
and | have to say that nuch of this project, |
bel i eve, has been driven by politics, as opposed to
transportation policy, and we do need relief in
this area. W do need mass transportation
al ternatives, but when you | ook at
cost-effectiveness by the MBTA's own st andards,
the inpacts to the communities' safety issues, and
stand those up next to the alternatives, | believe
that alternatives were given a short shrift by the
transportati on agency, and that is sonething that,
| think, has driven this to the fact that the
political decisions nmade took precedence over

political decisions, and | don't believe that is
the case, | mght add, to this current
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adm ni stration, why you are seeing -- which is why
you are seeing this reevaluation of this particular
I ssue.

So | thank the Corps for its
attentiveness, and your sound judgnent, which

know you have displ ayed, as we nove forward in this

process.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  The next
speaker --
(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Thank
you.

Once again, | need to remnd you that
this hearing is going to be conducted in a manner
that all who desire to express their vieww || be
gi ven that opportunity to speak; and to preserve
the right for all to express their views, | ask
there be no interruption.

The next speaker, Matthew Maclver. He

will be followed by Philip Edmundson.
MATTHEW Macl VER: M. Rosenberg, M.
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Lento, Colonel Geen, Ms. Godfrey, | am Matthew
Maclver. | am Chairman of the Board of Sel ectnen
here in H ngham

And as Bob said, many others will speak
followng ne regarding a wide variety of topics
about the substance and the process of this
particular project. And as a nenber of the Board
of Selectnmen, | have a particular interest in all
of them

As the only current nmenber of the Board
of Sel ectnen, who has signed a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng bet ween Hi ngham and t he MBTA of
occupi ed advantage points to observe the evol ution
of issues of both substance and process over the
| ast several years froma rather unique
perspective, and so | wuld like to use that to
pl ace the comments and speakers who fall into that
per specti ve.

You'll hear issues related to public
safety tonight. You' ve already heard Senator
Hedl und relate the issues related to four-quadrant
gates. | would like to rem nd you that this

hearing that the Town of Hi ngham has signed a
Menor andum of Understanding with the MBTA that
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requi res the use of four-quadrant gates pending no
conflict of federal policy, and we expect that that
menmor andumwi || be fol | owed.

You'll hear issues related to the
historic fabric of the Town. You're going to hear
per haps sone issues related to the preservation of
i nportant archeol ogi cal resources that are of sone
concern now that there are changes being made to
the routing of certain elenents of the right-of-way
in the dowmmtown area, no potential danage to
hi storical houses, and then visual pollution
related again to the four-quadrant gates, which are
of trenmendous concern to us in the Town.

You'll hear issues related to the
envi ronnent and environnental inpacts, particularly
fromthe engineering standpoint, the size of the
stormnvater outfalls, which we believe is inadequate
conpared to the recommendati on of our engineers,
who are using a different set of standards that we
believe are nore pertinent to the -- to the
environnmental conditions that we see here in our
nore urban area.

And al so sone questions regarding
a -- | thank M. Brennan for his update on the
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recovery of wetlands in the plan there, but we'll
hear about that. But from our perspective as
selectnen, it's pretty operational issues. This is
one of the conplex design/build projects undertaken
in the country, and it's very unchartered
territory. W have been trying to inplenent this
plan fromour side with the succession of plans
t hat have been submtted increnentally w thout
relation to others you are being called to coment
on them and wi thout comments from our conservatory
and other parties that are required to coment on
them And that nmekes it very difficult from our
per specti ve.

And also just, | think, in -- in
finishing up here, that -- that it's very difficult
for a design/build project to really nove ahead on
the basis of its standardizati on approach, which we
believe is being applied in situations that really
can't be standardized. And | would urge the Corps
to |l ook at the design docunents and the probl ens
that we face in that kind of context and to review
themin that |ight.

Thank you very much. Wl cone to
H ngham And | appreciate your time and effort.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Philip Ednundson,
followed by C Y. Chittick.

PHI LI P EDMUNDSON:  Thank you,
gentl emren, Madam Colonel. | ama nenber of the
H ngham Board of Sel ectnmen, and | would like to use
my short time just to speak nore specifically about
the i ssue of four-quadrant gates.

This is hardly a new technol ogy, as |
am assure you are aware. But you m ght be
surprised to find in the roomacross the hall a
mural wi th Hi ngham of old a hundred years ago, a
pi cture of our downtown, and find that
four-quadrant gates were the standard back then in
use, in good use in H nghamin an earlier tine.

Four - quadrant gates are in use in
states around the country fromlllinois, North
Carolina, to California, and as well as along the
lines of the new Accel a Express between Boston and
New York City.

| would like to leave with you this
evening a copy of the report on one specific

project. It is the nost current one that we could
find that seened to be relevant from an
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environmental consulting firmworking for the Cty
of Cary, North Carolina, a city of about 100, 000
peopl e near Ral eigh, which simlar to H ngham
| ooked and searched for alternatives to blow ng the
horns and sensitive to historic and other sensitive
environmental areas. And the consultants after
t horough study concl uded that the option which
provi ded maxi mum safety to the residents was
four-quadrant gate technol ogy used anong certain
parts of the line.

We hope and expect that the Army Corps
of Engi neers should determ ne both what is feasible
and what is safe on the G eenbush Line; and we
appreci ate your interest, your tinme and frankly,

your concern for all the citizens of the Town of

H ngham
Thank you very nuch.
Do | leave that with you or should I --
MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The box right in
front.

Thank you, sir.
The next speaker is C Y. Chittick. He

will be foll owed by Danon Reed.
CHARLES CHITTICK: M nanme is Charles



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

159
Chittick. 1 amthe selectnen's nenber on the
Advi sory Board, MBTA Advisory Board for 12 years.

G eenbush corridor town officials have
been willing to live with the project as |long as
adequate mtigation is provided. The Menoranda of
Under st andi ng detail ed neasures of mtigation to
mtigate many of the environnental concerns raised
over the last 15 years. |In signing the MU, the
Town, and presumably the Corps itself, assuned that
the teamwould live up to the mtigation
commtnments to which it agreed. A wel cone
commtnment to do the job right.

Doi ng the job right, however, cones
with a cost. |Indeed, costs have risen so high that
t he Governor ordered a tenporary halt to the
project to see whether the T had the financi al
resources to do Greenbush at all, particularly with
the burden of mtigation, when it was added to the
basi c sticker price.

Thi s does not bode well for G eenbush.
Cashman/ Bal four Beatty has already begun a frantic
canpaign to cut corners, alittle here, alittle

there, but increasingly cutting into the very
mar row of agreed-upon litigation. G ade-crossing
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treatnent is but one exanple. Four-quadrant gates
were prom sed inpending -- after pending FRA
regul ations permtted. But instead, for instance,
at the Hersey/South Street crossing, that cries out
for four-quadrant gates, the T has proposed an
unrealistic, uniquely disruptive two-gate, nedian
barrier systemthat would unnecessarily shut down
all east-west traffic on South Street when trains
are traversing the crossing, limting access to
scores of historic hones, a nearby conveni ence
store and the West Hinghamfire station, all in the
name of paring costs to the bone.

How did this cone about?

How did it come to pass and becone the
norm up and down the |ine?

It is as sinple as the disastrous
deci sion to undertake G eenbush on a fixed price, a
design/build contract that |eft determ nation of
the true costs to the future.

Cashman/ Bal f our - Beatty, perhaps
i nprovidently, underbid the conpetition by nore
than $100 mllion. Pressure to conply with this

unrealistic fixed price cap has already begun to
undercut the viability of the project and carried
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to its logical extension will eventually test the
very integrity of the environnmental review process
the Corps is commtted to support.

The T nust find the dollars to do the
job right, or bite the bullet, cancel the diesel
rail approach, and find a | ess expensive
alternative.

So | urge the Corps to put your rubber
stanp back in the box until the T guarantees it
will do the job right. Nothing short of a binding,
enf orceabl e guarantee with no | oopholes is
acceptable to the citizens and towns of the
G eenbush corridor, nor should anything | ess be
acceptable to the Corps of Engineers.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Danobn Reed. He wll be foll owed by Denise
Br ewer .

DAMON REED: Good evening. | am Danon

Reed. | amrepresenting the North River
Comm ssi on, which represents the towns of
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Marshfield, Scituate, Hanover, Norwell, Penbroke
and Hansen.

In 1978, the North R ver was designated
in Massachusetts the first scenic river; and to
this date, remains Massachusetts' only scenic
river.

In 1978, all property owners in the
entire length of the river agreed to have
restrictive covenants placed upon their properties
to preserve the character of the river, both the
scenic and the natural resources. To date, on two
occasions, the T has chosen to | ocate the | ayover
facility on the south side of the Driftway; on two
occasions the issue has been taken off the table.
The T does not have a good track record for keeping
this particular issue off the table.

We asked the Corps should the T ever
raise this issue again that you i medi ately deci de
that it is not an allowed use. It would be a
doubl e standard of the worst kind to cause hundreds
of property owners up and down the river, who are
not allowed to have a swinm ng pool within 100 feet

of the marsh; on the other hand, to allowthe T to
install within 100 feet of the marsh open basins to
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catch oil that they readily admt will constantly
drip fromthe trains while they are being stored,
it is a double standard that nobody shoul d be asked
to live wth.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Qur next speaker
is Damon Reed, who will be followed by Denise
Br ewer .

AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PANT:  You nean Dani el
Br ewer ?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. It coul d be

AUDI ENCE PARTI CI PANT: He couldn't be
here tonight.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG |'s Danon Reed

here?
AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PANTS: He just spoke.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Ckay.
DANI EL BREMER: M nane i s Dani el
Brewer. |'m speaking on behalf of the H ngham

Cemet ery Cor poration.

We submtted detailed comments and a
position statenent on February 19th to the Corps,
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and |''m happy to note and appreciate very nuch your
letter to Andrew Brennan on March 21st wherein you
stated that further consultations would be
scheduled in order to determ ne whether mtigation
measures proposed by the MBTA are adequate.

It remains our position that they are
entirely inadequate. Since our submttal, which we
copied to the MBTA, | have to note that we have had
a couple of discussions with them but those
di scussions have been limted solely here with the
desire to take land fromthe cenetery by em nent
domai n; and their nobst recent suggestion that
cenetery property is, in fact, encroaching on the
right-of-way by the fact that we have had bodies
interred in cenetery lots since 1863 in an area
that they now claimto be part of the right-of-way.

It's inportant that if this project go
forward, it go forward properly; and if this
project go forward properly, that the inpacts that
we know are going to take place be adequately
addressed and mtigated, and they have not been.

But it's also inportant that these mtigation

commtnments be reflected in a binding docunent that
we can rely on.
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| would i ke to add to the record
excerpts of the mnutes of the Board of Directors
of ny corporation going back to 1848, which
i ndicates that when the train first was proposed,
we had significant issues. These m nutes and
docunent ati on go through 1856. W hope for a
speedi er resolution and a nore successf ul
resol ution of these inpacts now than happened over
150 years ago. And it's interesting enough that
sone of these issues still remain. W asked for a
wal | back in 1848 or 1849. W expected that that
was going to be built. It was not built. W think
that it should be built, and we would Iike to see
it built now, and we would like to see a prom se
made that we can rely on

We appreciate your efforts in making
sure that the permt is not issued until the MBTA
has lived up to its obligations and
responsibilities, and we ask you to be vigilant to
make sure that that is the case.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
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St ephen Fol | ansbee, to be foll owed by M Fannin
F-A-N-N-1-N, 271 Lexi ngton Road.

STEPHEN FOLLANSBEE: Good evening. W
name i s Stephen Follansbee. | am an attorney
speaki ng on behalf of the Town of H ngham

Li eut enant Col onel Green and nenbers of
t he Corps, on behalf of the Town of H ngham
wel come to our community, and thank you for your
consideration in carrying out your responsibilities
under the mandates of Section 404, Section 10 and
Section 106.

On behal f of our |eaders and our
citizens, we would like to refer you to the many
comments made at the Section 106 hearing held on
February 5th, 2003.

We al so respectfully call your
attention once again to the witten materials
submtted to the Corps on February 19th. You w ||
be hearing tonight again fromour el ected and
appoi nted nmunicipal officials, as well as our
consultants, our police chief, our fire chief. In
addition, you will hear from H ngham busi ness

owners and honmeowners, who will be directly
af fected by your eventual deci sion.
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The comon thene for many of our
speakers tonight is that the mtigation issues,
whi ch have been carefully and thoughtfully
negoti ated over the past six years now need to be
substantially and materially inplenented in order
to conplete the permtting process. A cornerstone
of the comments you will hear tonight is that the
G eenbush Line was designed with four-quadrant
gates as a supplenentally safety neasure.

The MBTA made comm tnents to utilize
four-quad gates throughout grade crossings on the
G eenbush Line fromBraintree to Scituate. You
have heard from H ngham representatives in the
past, and you will hear again this evening that
there will be an enornous negative inpact to the
community if the MBTAis now permtted to renege on
its promse to utilize four-quadrant gates.

Failure to use the four-quadrant gates w ||
directly and significantly inpact the historic
properties proximate to the G eenbush right-of -way.

More inmportantly, the decision to
forego four-quadrant gates will affect the safety

of notorists, cyclists and pedestrians at each and
every grade crossing on the G eenbush Line. As an
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exanple, you wll hear about one grade crossing
adj acent to a nultipurpose recreational facility
used by hundreds of children in H ngham This is
used by themevery single day. The MBTA gave no
speci al consideration for that intersection,
because the MBTA in a cost-cutting nove abandoned
its commtnent to investigate and eval uate each and
every intersection before decidi ng whether or not
safety issues forced a decision against the
installation of the four-quadrant gates.

Make no m stake about it. The issue of
four-quadrant gates could very well be an issue of
life and death. The citizens to be served by the
G eenbush Line deserve fulfillnment of the prom ses
made by the MBTA

Thank you once again for your careful
consi derati on.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, M Fannin

(Appl ause.)

VWho will be followed by Alex -- Al ex
Macm | | an.

M NXI E FANNI N:  Good evening. | am
M nxi e Fanni n, Managi ng Principal with Fannin
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Lehner, historic preservation consultants to the
Town of Hi ngham

There are several significant new
i ssues adversely affecting historic resources and
wet | ands at two grade crossings, Hersey/ South
Street and the Eldridge -- and the to-be-closed
El dridge Court both in H nghams National Register
District, the Lincoln District. These inpacts were
not previously brought to light in the Section 106
consultations thus far. | believe that these new
i npacts added to those known to exist, push these
grade crossings to a level that is inpossible to
mtigate under the present project plans. |If the
project nust go forward, it appears that the only
solution is to open the Eldridge Court crossing and
use four-quadrant gates on both.

There are three new i ssues at the
El dridge Court crossing. First, orange stakes at
the crossing indicate the track will be noved
15 feet to the north. Although this greatly
altered alignnment did faintly appear on the
February 2001 plan, it was never nentioned in

di scussi ons.
Second, we | earned H ngham s treasured
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70-acre Honme Meadow Salt Marsh will be further
i npacted by a highly visible 500 foot concrete
retaining wall at its northern boundary repl acing
the specified vegetative slope of the planned
connector road.

Third, the Eldridge Court pedestrian
over pass has evaporated, in spite of the
programmati c agreenent guaranteei ng access across
the right-of-way. The fenced rail bed wll forever
destroy the community cohesion of this tight
El dri dge Court nei ghbor hood.

The 17th century Hersey/ South Streets
grade crossing wll already be assaulted by street
[ ining, channelization devices and nmedi an barriers.
Now we di scover fromthe 2003 plans that the grade
is to be raised alnost two feet. Gade is a mgjor
character defining conponent of a historic road.

And what will a higher grade do to the
streetscape and integrity of the setting for its
hi storic houses?

VWhat will happen to the | ow stone walls
and the ancient granite steps; to the 17th and 18th

century houses and trees so close to the street;
and the mtigation fencing now several feet too
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| ow?

H nghamis fortunate to have Hersey and
South Streets, which evolved from Col oni al routes
and still retain many original houses. To quote
the National Trust For Historic Preservation:
"Following old roads | eads us into history. W
shoul d save them and savor them"

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Alex Macmllan, to be followed by Richard Cook

ALEX MACM LLAN: As did others, | would
like to thank Col onel G een and the nenbers of the
Corps staff for agreeing to hold this hearing in
Hi ngham for the conveni ence of the |ocal residents.

| will be submtting witten comrents
|ater, but in addressing you briefly, | would |ike
to echo the sentinents expressed this afternoon by
Joe Norton, Chair of the Scituate Board of
Selectnmen. Joe and | worked for a long tine
toget her including 15 years invol venent on the

Citizens Advisory Conmttee on G eenbush.
Now, over the years, |'ve often been
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referred to as an opponent of G eenbush, but that
is not strictly true. Rather, | have been a
constant critic of the MBTA's strategy to undertake
the work w thout honest disclosure of the human and
econom ¢ costs of heavy diesel rail through
residential nei ghborhoods.

When after years of stubborn
resi stance, the MBTA finally agreed to incorporate
a rail tunnel under H ngham Square in the Lincoln
Nat i onal Register Historic District, and al so
agreed to specific neasures to reduce adverse
i mpacts, | did recormend to our Board of Sel ectnen
that we should sign a Menorandum of Agreenent
permtting the project to go forward.

W were gratified later by the efforts
of the Corps in the 106 process to mandate siml ar
limtations and safeguards. Now, however, as Joe
has infornmed you, we are facing a crisis, a crisis
of confidence in the willingness of the MBTA and
its contractor to conply with the agreenents nade
and with the process spelled out by the Corps for
resol ving design issues. W nust candidly report,

based on our experience to date, that the project
proponents' primary policy is apparently to cut
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corners wherever possible, honoring mtigation
commtnents in the breach. Wether it is a pledge
to consi der four-quadrant gates, the pledge to
reduce flooding adjacent to the rail line, the
pl edge to restore adequate flow into the Hone
Meadows, or in a score of other respects, design
packages have brought a string of unhappy
surprises, and we are deeply concerned. W're not
al one.

| f you read the sem annual report of
the Project Conservator, whose job is to ensure
that the T and its contractor conply with the
letter and spirit of the 106 Agreenent, you'll note
that she calls themto account in unusually bl unt
| anguage: The process is not working well.

Nei t her her comments, nor those of the towns, are
being fairly considered.

Now, as we nove to issues of wetlands
and wat erways, we are beginning to see simlar
probl ens. Perhaps use of the controversi al
design/build nmethod is the culprit here. Project
costs were grossly underesti mated, and an

unrealistic construction schedul e was adopt ed,
because prelimnary designs were inadequate, and
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t he environmental difficulties were understated.

In any event, we fear that unless
changes are made, and it is the Corps that nust
require themto be made, the project built wll not
be the project you are being asked to permt.
Unl ess and until the project proponents nend their
ways, you should not permt this project. No
finding of no significant inpact can be based on a
mtigation agreenent to which the project proponent
is not honorably commtted.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker is Richard Cook, who
will be followed by WIIiam Johnson.

RI CHARD COOK: Good evening. M/ nane
is Richard Cook. | am assisting the Town of
H nghamin this review of the G eenbush crossing
and intersection mtigation.

| would |ike to speak to you this
eveni ng about the potential inpact of the traffic
control and roadway geonetry changes proposed for

grade crossings and intersections within the
H ngham Hi storic District.
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It is difficult to address these issues
definitively due to the prelimnary nature of the
information provided to date. Absent the traffic
operations information to support the need for the
proposed mtigation, the picture is inconplete.

The traffic mtigation proposed is by the book with
no consi deration of the unique environnent that

wll be affected by its scale. The proposed
traffic control and nunmerous geonetry changes is
feared to be greater than those identified during
the environnental review process. And the expanded
mtigation creates the potential for greater
adverse inpact to the historic districts.

It is ny opinion that there are three
goal s that nmust be considered in defining the
appropriate level of traffic mtigation for the
G eenbush project within the historic districts:
The first is to make the grade crossing areas safe;
the second is to maintain the character of the
hi storic streetscapes and to avoid unnecessary
communi ty and nei ghborhood di sruption; the third,
| ess inportant, but still relevant is the need to

control project costs. | believe the issue while
i ncl udi ng four-quadrant gates at appropriate
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| ocations is essential to achieving these three
goal s.

The consequences of inplenmenting the
currently proposed traffic mtigation w thout
sel ective use of four-quadrant gates are the
followi ng: The crowding of historic streets with
unnecessary traffic control hardware resulting in
t he di m ni shed visual character of the historic
districts; the taking of residential and commerci al
properties; the unnecessary w dening of streets
with the resultant |oss of green space in the close
proximty of traffic flow to residences and
busi nesses; the unnecessary interruption of traffic
flow, the | oss of nei ghborhood and comunity
cohesi veness; the unrestricted access for
pedestrians and bicyclists to the crossing areas;
the restricted access of abutting properties caused
by nedi an barriers, including access from energency
vehicles; and the straight |oss of on-street
par ki ng; the unnecessary w dening of intersection
turning caused by limted affects of nedian
barriers on trucks turning.

Because of these issues, the Town of
Hi ngham bel i eves the use of four-quadrant gates and



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

177
the elimnation of the invasive and unnecessary
traffic control and roadway expansion neasures w ||
lead to a safer, nore community sensitive and thus
costly project.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
WIIliamJohnson, who will be followed by Melissa
Tul ly.

WLLIAM JOHNSON: My name is WIIliam
Johnson. | amthe Fire Chief in H ngham

Regardi ng the four-quadrant gates,
there is no question that any device that

provi des

- that prevents a vehicle fromgetting
onto the tracks in front of an oncomng train
i nproves safety. But in addition, we should al so
consi der how the proposed alternative actually
reduces public safety.

The T proposes channeling all traffic
within 100 feet in all directions of every crossing
into a 15 foot travel |ane bounded by a curb and

si dewal k on one side and a nedian on the other.
Enmer gency vehicles arriving at this crossing wll
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have no option but to sit behind any other vehicles
that are in line waiting for the train to clear.
When the train is gone and the gates open, the
energency vehicle is still behind a row of other
vehi cl es that have nowhere to go to clear this
path. Mst notorists when placed in a situation
like this either freeze, nove as far as they can to
the right, or are very hesitant to nove at all,
further del aying enmergency response. It's
i npossi ble for the enmergency vehicle to nove to the
|l eft to pass the stopped vehicles or for themto
nove to the right far enough to clear a path. Wth
t he quadrant gate, the other vehicles are able to
nmove to the outside edges, which can clear a path
in the mddle of the roadway for the energency
vehi cl e.

Anot her consideration in this change is
the response patterns due to nedian barriers. They
bl ock access fromone direction to every property
within 100 feet each direction of every single rai
crossing. Perhaps the best exanple is the
intersection of Hersey and Thaxter Street at South

Street, which was nenti oned.
Wth the quadrant gates, the only
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change in the traffic pattern is that Hersey, or
rather Thaxter is, closed to traffic at the tracks
just north of South when the train passes.

Wthout the gates, the entire
intersection of South and Hersey is closed. Al
traffic on South Street, which doesn't even cross
the track but runs parallel is stopped.

In addition, there would be a center
medi an barrier in each direction fromthe
intersection for a distance of 100 feet. This is
not only a visual blight on the area, but it also
limts access and is detrinental to public safety.

| use the house that nmy own
adm nistrative assistant lives in at 188 South
Street as an exanple. There are two structures on
that property that houses four famlies.

Currently, our fire station |ocated diagonally
across the tracks at 230 North Street, |less than
500 feet away, can be in there in a matter of
seconds. |If the quadrant gates are used and there
is no change in the -- I"'msorry -- if the quadrant
gates are used there is no change in the response

pattern or the times. Wthout them if | read the
T s proposal correctly, to get to that driveway,
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the fire engine will have to turn left out of the
station, travel down North Street, past Torrent
Crossing (it will be closed) to West Street, turn
left, go to North Street, turn left again crossing
the railroad tracks. W're also told that the rai
crossing at West and North may be closed as |ong as
the train is in the station | oadi ng or unl oadi ng
passengers, which would further delay the response.

This turns a 500-foot trip into well
over a one-mle response. W are also told that
the train crossings at West and North -- |I'm
sorry -- there are two exanples --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Thank you.

WLLI AM JOHANSON: The T's expression of
public safety --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

W LLI AM JOHNSON -- seens to be [imted
by their only divisiveness.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. My next

speaker --

(Appl ause.)
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  The next
speaker -- our next speaker is Melissa Tully, who
will be followed by Steven Carl son.

MELI SSA TULLY: Good evening. Melissa
Tully, Selectman for the Town of Hi ngham

| would like to discuss the significant
i npact on the safety of the citizenry with the
MBTA' s insistence on using two quadrant gates on
t he G eenbush Line restoration. The MBTA is fully
aware of the dangers of using a two-quadrant gate
design at the grade crossings. The MBTA knows t hat
this type of design poses a significant risk in
particular to pedestrian and cyclists.

How do they know this?

They know because on June 24, 1998 in
Abi ngton, Kelly Ann Boyd, 15 years old, while
riding her bike was fatally struck by an MBTA
train. According to a witness, she | ooked both
ways, but apparently did not notice the approaching
train as she dodged the flashing gates.

| quote froman article in the Boston
A obe: "Even though state officials ordered the

MBTA to install special four-quadrant gates which
bl ock the access to the tracks fromall directions
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at each crossing, the MBTA had not conplied. It
used doubl e gates, which net |ess stringent federal
standards. As part of a study conducted by the
MBTA, surveillance caneras were installed at
crossings in Kingston, Halifax and Abi ngton.

Bet ween May 26th and June 8th of 1998, the
surveillance tape at the Wales Street crossing in
Abi ngt on showed four incidences of bicyclists and
one incidence of a pedestrian passing around

| onered gates when the warning systens were
activated."

Bet ween May 26th and June 8th, in a
mere two weeks there were five incidences. You
factor that over 52 weeks, and have you 130
i nci dences a year at one grade crossing. The NMBTA
is dismssing their own videotape evidence and the
death of a young girl in order to justify their
cost-consci ous decision to use the two-quadrant
gat es.

| urge the Arny Corps of Engineers to
demand copi es of these videotapes so that you may
draw your own conclusions on the safety of the two

gquadr ant gate design
The grade crossing at Hersey and South
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Street is |ocated near a popul ar conveni ence store
and candy store. The grade crossing at Wst and
South Street is next to our |argest nunici pal
recreation facility, with a swinmng pool, a golf
course, a bowing alley and tennis courts. On the
other side of this track, the Town is planning a
future facility to include athletic fields, hockey
rink, recreation center and park.

How many children on bi kes and on foot
wi |l be going back and forth over this -- these two
grade crossings? The nunber is incalcul able.

The significant inpact to our safety is
clear; and nore inportantly, the norally right
deci sion on the type of grade crossing treatnent is
sel f - evi dent.

It is unconscionable that the MBTA
continues to know ngly put forward grade crossing
desi gns that are unsafe.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very
nmuch.

Qur next speaker is Steven Carlson, who
will be followed by Edward Underwood.
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STEVEN CARLSON: Good eveni ng, Col onel,
ma'am M. Lento. | amthe Police Chief for the
Town of Hi ngham

Quadrant gates. | can't underscore
enough ny feelings, and I concur with all the
peopl e that have spoken before ne. How inperative
it is that we have quadrant gates, and nothing el se
but quadrant gates will do.

| have a few other comments | have to
make, and |I'mgoing to preface themby listing them
first: Video nonitoring, radio communicati ons and
educati onal conponents, police and guarant ees,

i ncident investigation, and traffic dislocation.
"Il submt these, too, because |I'l|l probably run
out of tinme.

All sensitive areas, by sensitive areas
| mean parking areas, railroad crossings and the
under pass/tunnel shoul d have 24/7 video nonitoring.
In fact, fromthe factory, railroads should be
equi pped with a fiber optic cable so that that can
be tied into the police departnent, because it's no
good to have it tied in anywhere el se but here so

we can have real-tinme nonitoring the situation
there. Al platforns nust be nonitored. Al
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parking nmeters nmust be nonitored. The right-of-way
shoul d be equipped with the fiber optic cable, as I
said before. It serves no purpose to |ocate the
nmonitors at a renote site that does not have
real -tinme capability for |ocal energency managers,
specifically radio communi cations. The H ngham
public safety entry point nust have direct
communi cation capability with all the trains
operating on the G eenbush Line. The MBTA nust
provide in many cases to agree wth conmunicati ons,
with the capacity to communi cate anywhere on the
G eenbush right away, including but not limted to
the tunnel. The radi o assistance should be
provided to all public safety personnel, police and
fire at no cost to the Town. Educati onal
conponents, the reintroduction of commuter rai
service with educational issues all centering on
the interaction of the public and the train.

A consi der abl e nunber of townspeopl e
have not been exposed to regular train service in
over four years. The inherent dangers can't be
enphasi zed enough. The responsibility for

educating our citizens now sits squarely on the
shoul ders of the T.
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Pol i ce and guarantees. The MBTA nust
guarantee the delivery of both tinely public
service to all areas of right-of-way and ot her MBTA
property by MBTA police. | don't think they wll.
So because they won't, they are going to need to
provide the funding so that | can provide the
service 24/7, which wll account for four police
of ficers.

I nci dent investigation. The
i ntroduction of the G eenbush Line has its certain
possibilities: Hazardous material incidents, train
derailments, train collisions with vehicles, from
passenger cars to tanker trucks with gasoline and
other volatile mxtures. The responsibility for
training our public safety personnel falls upon the
MBTA. They nust provide all hazard and educati on
training to all public safety personnel to set
forth the standards as to be determ ned by the
police and fire services together with the EMS.

Traffic dislocation. Permanent closing
of roads, the signalization of roads -- thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
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Edwar d Underwood, followed by R chard d aytor, Jr

EDWARD UNDERWOOD: | ' m speaki ng on
behal f of the Country C ub Managenent Conmitt ee.
This is a volunteer group that overseas the
operations of the South Shore Country Cub. CQur
i ssue tonight is four-quadrant gates in general,
and specifically, at the intersection of Wst and
South Street.

The South Shore Country Club is a
mul ti purpose recreational facility owned and
operated by the Town. |It's a very active facility.
"1l give a brief summary of our various activities
and the estimated annual vol unes for each.

Gol f: We have an 18-hol e golf course;
weekly gol f outings; extensive junior program
i ncluding a canp and two junior tournanents; high
school golf team practices and matches; sone 50, 000
rounds per year.

The pool: Public swm junior |essons;
aerobics; junior swmteam |lap team |ife savings.
Sonme 14, 000 partici pant days.

Bow i ng: Public bowing; |eague

bow i ng; birthday parties; special events. 26,000
parti ci pant days.
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Tennis: Public tennis; |essons;
extensive juni or program

We have a cl ubhouse with a restaurant,
banquet and function roons, serving golf outings,
weddi ngs, funerals, |uncheons, brunches, speci al
events.

On the front |Iawn, we have a T-bal
group that practices and plays for six weeks in the
sunmer .

W have special events: Easter egg
hunt; a hi ke day. A couple of weeks ago, sone
1,500 parents and kids were out in the course
flying kites.

As you can see, many of our activities
are for kids and juniors; this is where the concern
about the four-quadrant gates is the greatest. The
corner of West and South Streets, right at the
entrance to the South Shore Country Club, is a very
busy area. And with the traffic associated with
the train station and the proposed recreational
addition to the Bare-Cove Park area, it wll becone
extrenely busy. W know and the T knows fromits

own studies that a two-gate systemis sinply not as
safe as a four-quadrant gate. As Ms. Tully
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poi nted out, we have al ready seen here in the South
Shore the tragic result when the four-quadrant
gates that were in the T's original design were
replaced by a two-gate systemto save noney, not
lives.

My five-person commttee IS unani nbus
inits support of the four-quadrant gates.

Al ternative design concepts do not nmake sense for
this busy | ocation.

Kids will take chances. This wll be
an extrenely busy intersection with |Iots of kids.
The design should not -- should be the safest, not
t he cheapest one, not to nention the one that was
agreed to by the T two years ago.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
M. Caytor, will be followed by Charles Costello.

RI CHARD CLAYTOR. MW nane is Richard
Claytor. | ama Professional Engineer with Horsely
& Wtten in Sandw ch, Massachusetts, representing

t he Town of H ngham
W were hired to evaluate the Town
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Brook and Hone Meadows cul vert capacities and
fl ooding in accordance with the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng bet ween the Town of H ngham and the
MBTA dat ed 5/ 15/ 2000.

W w il provide some witten comrents
to Theodore Lento in accordance with ny testinony.

Basically, | have four issues | would
like to cover quickly, and one is that the
hydraul i c capacity of the Town Brook cul vert system
we feel has been underestimted by the MBTA. And
specifically, they're using a nethod that relies on
rural watersheds and unaltered flood plains to
calculate a flowrelief for the so-called
100-year storm The Town Brook is nearly
80 percent urbanized, and approximately half of the
stream system has been channelized or altered;
therefore, the nodel is probably inappropriate.

We al so note that the other nodels used
to calculate this grade -- used to calculate the
peak di scharge are approximtely three tinmes the
met hod used by the MBTA. This will have serious
consequences on any flooding issues in the historic

district of the Town.
We al so wi sh the Corps would consider a
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per f ormance- based fl ood pl ain anal ysis where the
permt is conditioned on neeting certain elevations
within the Town Brook. W would al so request that
you consider a parallel pipe systemthat allows
base flow and low flows to remain in the existing
open channel sections of the channel, and then
convey |arger stornms around this open channel
system It will maintain current fish spawni ng and
future fish spawning that will help reduce or
alleviate flooding in the future.

And then finally, we would like you to
consider additional floodplain or flood relief in
the so-called H nghamY area by constructing a
second naturally-designed channel in this area to
provi de additional storage.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Charles Cristello, followed by Carolyn Niel sen

CHARLES CRI STELLO.  Good evening. | am
Charles Cristello, the Town Adm nistrator for the

Town of Hingham | would like to tal k about the
Home Meadows.
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Part of the mtigation for this project
was to increase the title flushing of the Hone
Meadows, which used to be a wonderful salt marsh
area. Now it is only Phragmtes. The original
plans call for a new 84-inch culvert; however, we
are now being told by the Cashman Consul tants that
there will be no need to increase the pipe size,
and they can sonehow acconplish up between six and
ei ght acres of restoration using the existing pipe
and sonme m nor nodifications.

To be fair, we haven't nmet with them
yet to discuss that. W intend to do that next
week, and it is possible that they can be right,
and that the Home Meadows can be restored using
that | evel of reference, but if they are not right
and if we cannot cone to sone resolution on that
i ssue, we |ook to you, the Corps, to help us
resolve the issue in favor of the Honme Meadows.

The other issues | would like to bring
up woul d be the three outstanding intersections
that were not defined and were left on the plans as
intersection inprovenents to be determ ned. W

di scussed these briefly here in February; and at
that time, | asked you for further consultations to
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resol ve those intersections and to resol ve those
particularly in a tinetable to the Tomm. W would
i ke you to keep that request tonight, and that
there be further consultations on those

i ntersections.

And | would like sumup with ny fina
coment would be to respond to M. Fasher's
coments earlier today that these concerns of ours
are frivolous. They are not frivolous. You would
not be here for eight hours, and you woul d not be
here for eight hours if these weren't very
significant issues that we are raising.

And we thank you for your attention.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
Carolyn N el sen, followed by Gary Tondorf-D ck

CAROLYN NI ELSEN: Good evening. | am
Carolyn N el sen, Chairman of the H ngham Advi sory
Comm ttee.

W wsh to bring to your attention
several matters that we believe require nore study

bef ore any deci sions are nade on permtting the
G eenbush Li ne.
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First, we are very concerned about the
i npact that the project will have on the ability of
the public safety departnments to provide services
pronmptly and efficiently. Chief Johnson of the
Hi ngham Fire Departnent and Chief Carlson of the
H ngham Pol i ce Departnent have addressed these
concerns in detail. W support their positions.
We request that you require the installation of
four-quadrant gates for the reasons they have
out | i ned.

Second, we currently have a substanti al
fl ooding and fl ow problens within the Town Brook
and Home Meadows areas. Installation of properly
sized pipes is critical. These problens nust be
mtigated correctly.

Third, we are concerned about the
potential for deterioration of property val ues of
t he homes and busi nesses abutting the G eenbush
corridor. Since the discontinuation of rai
service a quarter century ago, rundown sections of
West Hi ngham have undergone a revival. W do not
want to see this progress reversed. Protection of

the historic areas includes protecting their
property val ues.
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In addition, there are significant
wet | ands and geol ogy issues. In H ngham wetl ands
abutting the corridors are hone to Eastern Box
Turtles and Spotted Turtles, both endangered
species. There is a snelt run that goes up to Town
Brook. The Honme Meadows is a rich breeding ground
for invertebrates, fishes, birds and mammal s.
These should all be protected. The geol ogy of the
proposed tunnel site presents a considerable
chal  enge. The Town Brook runs through peat |ayers
causi ng gl aci al outwash generating conpl ex
hydrol ogi cal conditions. Any disruption to the
hydr ol ogi cal bal ance coul d have severe inpacts on
the ability of soils to support building
foundations. Both tunnel construction and
vibration fromtrains are of great concern

In Iight of these concerns, we believe
a full Federal Environnmental Inpact Reviewis in
order. W further believe that a conplete review
of the broad environmental inpact will show that
rail restoration in the G eenbush corridor is
nei t her reasonabl e, defensible, nor desirable.

W wsh toremnd you that if a train
line had not already been built in the G eenbush
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corridor, it would certainly not be under review
today as an appropriate site for rai
transportation.

Bui l ding the G eenbush Line inits
present |ocation was a m stake 150 years ago. No
| evel of mtigation can correct that m stake. W
are unable to go back and rewite history, but we
can recogni ze past errors and nmake changes for a
better future. The G eenbush corridor is an ideal
| ocation for a wal king and biking trail. Rai
trails have been a resoundi ng success from Burke
Glmn Trail in Seattle, Washington, to the Cape
Cod Rail Trail here in Massachusetts.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

CAROLYN NI ELSEN: W have before us an
opportunity to correct a 150-year-old m stake. W
urge you to allow us to do so.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker
is Carolyn -- our next speaker is Gary
Tondorf-Dick. He is followed by Danon Reed.

AUDI ENCE PARTI CI PANT: M. Tondorf-Di ck
asked nme to tell you that he was pulled away to do
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a brief famly history. He will be back shortly.
So if you put his nane in --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. W
will put himback in the rotation and -- speaking,
goi ng back in rotation

M. Danon Reed.

AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PANT: He spoke.

AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PANT: He spoke.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
John Happ.

JOHN HAPP: |'m going to pass.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Chri stian Rein.
Cat heri ne Rein.

CATHERINE REIN. H . | live at
184 South Street on the corner of South and Hersey
Streets in one of the ol dest colonial hones in
H ngham The Beal House, as our house is known, is
dated by the Historic Comm ssion at circa 1698. W
recently | earned that the MBTA dropped plans for
four-quadrant gates at Hersey and South Street
across the street fromus. Their new plan includes
taking a portion of our small front lawn to add a

20-foot panel and pole and armto stop traffic in
front of our house.
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But today, | want to address you as a
nmot her and an el ementary school counselor. | hope
to help you ook at this intersection with a
child s eyes to see what the | oss of four-quadrant
gates neans to our nei ghborhood chil dren.

D agonal |y across from ny house on
South Street is Tedeschi's, a small food store. W
son Jonah summed up his review of our house as
follows: 1It's a good house. | can see the candy
aisle fromour upstairs w ndows.

About half a bl ock beyond Tedeschi's is
a playground and a baseball field. Town basebal
ganes and practices are played there npbst evenings
in the spring and sunmer. Kids fromall around the
nei ghbor hood can be seen crossing South Street at
Her sey, stopping by Tedeschi's for drinks and
snacks, and then heading to the ball field.

Now, what does this have to do with the
gquestion at hand?

Well, the new configuration will tie up
traffic on South and Hersey. However, the sidewal k
on ny side of Hersey Street |eads directly across

South Street to the train tracks mssing all the
newy planned traffic arms. Wth four-quadrant
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gates, a child could see the gates go down as they
wal k, bicycle or skateboard down the hill on
Hersey. The four-quadrant gates i mediately in
front of the tracks would stop them from passi ng.
Unfortunately, the new plans have no barrier
imedi ately in front of the train tracks.
Therefore, that child can nove down the hill on
Hersey Street with visions of candy and basebal |,
who have clear sailing across South Street,
facilitate rather than stopped by those nonstrous
lights and traffic arms and dividers. The children
woul d then safely sail across South Street only to
be hit by any passing train. The trains would be
returning in the evening just in tinme to neet their
chi | dren.

You are engineers. You nmay or may not
care about the aesthetics of ny 300-year-old house,
but can you sleep if you allow a design that
entices children to | ook both ways, see no cars
comng and cross to the train tracks and their
deat h?

That is too high a price to pay. You

can do better. | urge you to deny the MBTA a
permt. Four-quadrant gates will at |east give our
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children a chance to pass safely on their way to
play. Surely, we should expect that much
mtigation.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
V-C E-V-Y, second nanme, S-T-R-E-K-A-L-OV-SK-Y,
al so known as Sevy.

VCEVY STREKALOVSKY: That is not that
bad.

Thank you.

" m Sevy Strekal ovsky. | am an
architect with the architectural firm Strekal ovsky
& Hoit in H ngham and | amhere to represent the
South Shore Art Center in Cohasset, both as
architect for it and as a Board of Trustees nenber.

We have consi derabl e experience with
designing projects that are in close proximty to T
structures. W designed a housing for the elderly
project in Ashnont Square that straddled the
Ashnont tracks. W worked very closely wth MBTA

engi neers, who are well aware of the inpacts on
structures. W designed isolation for footings,
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and we isolated all the structure. W cal cul ated
the inpact of the vibration and noise very
successfully on the structure.

The T is well aware of these needs in
this process. The South Shore Art Center is a
1940's bl ock building, formerly an auto body shop.
It's nine feet fromthe T tracks. It was designed

to nmeet the building code, but not to neet

any -- anything like the vibration and control
requi renents and the noise requirenents. It's now
a $2 mllion facility. It serves nmany thousand

young and ol d residents of 38 communities on the
Sout h Shore. There have been deaf ears to any
attenpt for evaluation of the building. W see
that the Tis on a track of mtigation only by
litigation after the fact when the whol e action
will be on the onus of the | andowners. And unti
there is a process in place where they are willing
to evaluate structures such as these, which by
everyone, who is technically know edgeabl e, they
are going to be serious problens. |'msure you
will hear frommany other abutters in this regard.

Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
State Representative Garrett Bradley.

REPRESENTATI VE GARRETT BRADLEY: Thank
you very nuch, and | appreciate you taking nme out
of turn.

| want to thank the Arny Corps for
hol ding this hearing tonight. And I know sone of
the things | amgoing to say are repetitive, but |
want to talk to you a little bit about the cost of
this project. And | knowit's inportant that | |ay
it out alittle bit, because it ties in directly to
my mai n point here tonight.

The cost of this project, just so you
realize, is $275,000 per newrider. It is an
ast oni shi ng anount of noney, and it is going to
continue to go up; that is on the MBTA' s best case
nunber. It is going to continue to rise; and when
it continues to rise, the MBTAis going to start
cutting corners, as they have already done. And
it's like cutting back here, cutting back there,
and they are going to do it, and they are going to

do it in mtigation agreenents that have al ready
been reached. And, specifically, | know we tal ked
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about it, and I'll talk about it in a noment on the
four quad gate issue.

The MBTA has taken this project for
decades, put it on paper to fit an arbitrary nunber
so that they can get the project to reach it by
adm nistration to admnistration. The current
admnistration is dictating a significant internal
review, fromwhat | can tell, of the cost of this
project, which neans they are going to continue,
the MBTA is to cut back from-- on various areas.

The four-quadrant gate cannot be stated
enough the inportance of having four-quadrant
gates. You nust hold themto their agreenents.
Everything that has been agreed to nust be part of
your permt, or you cannot issue a permt, because
otherwi se the MBTA will find a way around it.

And | want to conclude just by reading
to you a letter that was sent to ne by an
individual, who I net at a recent hearing. He is
an individual by the nane of John Boyd, who lives
in Weynouth. He says, Representative Bradley:
Thank you for your strong endorsenent for safer

four-quad gates on the G eenbush Line. Wile it
doesn't interfere with nmany grade crossings in ny
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nei ghbor hood, | feel great enpathy for those people
who live near one. Qur famly lost a 15-year-old
girl named Kelly Boyd, who was his granddaughter
at a grade crossing in Abington on June 24th, 1998.
We feel the accident woul d have been prevented with
a safer gate. As a famly, we feel obligated to
warn the community of the danger which exists if we
al l ow unsafe gates. Mney is always a factor in a
project of this size of plan. The cost difference
bet ween gates considered in contrast to the human
life is not worth the discussion. |f | can provide
further details, please give ne a call.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Frederic Hlls, and he will be followed by Rich
Rei n.

FREDERIC HILLS: I'mFred Hlls, and I
want to first thank you for the opportunity for us
to address you and raise concerns for your
consi derati on.

I"'ma |icensed professional engineer,
and at the tinme of ny retirenment, | was a senior
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proj ects engi neer at the Provident
Transportation -- Transportation System Center in
Canbri dge.

| would like to briefly, briefly raise
an issue that is of concern to many of ny friends
here in H ngham That is freight usage. The
G eenbush Line used to carry freight. Ten or 12
years ago in one of these hearings, | asked the T
specifically would the Greenbush Line be used for
freight service. The answer | got back was that
the federal regulations stipulated that the |ine
had to be available for use in a freight node. |
don't know whet her that has changed since, but I
would i ke to nmake certain that the -- the Corps
does address and seriously consider the speci al
i npacts of freight rail, freight use in the whole
corridor, and especially the inpact on safety and
the increased | oad factors as it would affect the
wet |l ands and the routes through centers of towns
and so forth. But please, | would |like to see that
addressed and serious consideration given and
concl usions reached with regard to what the inpacts

of freight service would be.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Rich Rein, will be followed by M chael MacDonal d.

RICH REIN. Rich Rein, 184 South
Street, H ngham

| live on the corner of South and
Hersey Streets, which is one of the proposed grade
crossings. M house was originally built in 1645,
25 years after the Pilgrins |anded. It is part of
the Lincoln Historic District and included on the
Nati onal Register of H storic Places. |If the MBTA
is allowed to use a two-quadrant gate at this
intersection, | will have a concrete nedium barrier
up to 100 feet in front of my house, a barrier up
to 100 feet on the side of ny house on -- and on
the mddle of my front lawmn will stand a cantil ever
rail road signal and armup to 20 feet high

Thi s design plan not only destroys the
hi storical integrity of my hone, but is a blatant
di sregard for the historical integrity of the
entire nei ghborhood. The MBTA has the option of

putting four quadrant gates across South Street
directly in front of the tracks. They claimthat
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safety issues discouraged them from proposi ng four
gquadrant gates. However, the fire station, which
is 400 feet fromny house, wll now have to trave
amle to extinguish a fire if my house or one of
my -- one of ny neighbor's hones.

When the train is traveling through
town, which will occur at |east 20 tines per day,
fire trucks may not be able to access ny nei ghbors
hones.

In addition, wth the present
t wo- quadr ant proposal, children wal ki ng down Hersey
Street to the baseball field or conveni ence store
wi |l have no barrier directly in front of the train
tracks. Economcally, the concrete nedian barriers
wi |l prevent access to the nei ghborhood conveni ence
store, fish market and dry cl eaners and
significantly reduce parking. These businesses
will no | onger be economcally viable and wll
destroy the livelihoods of these hard-working
people. The four-quadrant gate would all ow t hese
busi nesses to economcally thrive.

| urge the Arny Corps of Engi neers not

to grant a permt allow ng two-quadrant gates at
this intersection. This is a densely-popul ated
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nei ghborhood in a historic district. Don't let the
MBTA put the safety of our children and the
hi storical integrity of our nei ghborhood at stake.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, M chael MacDonal d,
foll owed by Jane Carr.

M CHAEL MacDONALD: Thank you for
all ow ng us to speak tonight.

My nanme is M ke MacDonald. | amthe
President of the Homestead Landing Civic
Associ ation | ocated on Weynout h Landi ng.

| feel a bit like an only child
toni ght, because of what ny friend brought up a
lot, but that's specifically what | canme to speak
about, because during the historical and cul tural
revi ew process, Weynouth Landi ng was desi gnated as
a National -- excuse ne -- register-eligible
district. However, in the Programmatic Agreenent,
Weynout h Station design was the only station design
specifically exenpted fromthe conprehensive

agreenent. That was to be delivered at a | ater
dat e.
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We find ourselves nowin the position
where the T is offering us a design, a design that
we feel, at |east we feel based on our evidence
that nmeets the permtting requirenents of the state
and the Conservation Conm ssions in the Town of
Weynout h; however, we have been presented with a
design that does not go into the 106 process, and
we have been told that that process has been
conpletely net by the current design. The current
desi gn includes a connector road, a shallow cut and
di stributed parking. However, Chapter 91 of the
Wet | ands and WAt erways Act for the State of
Massachusetts, the Commonweal th, states that the
nonwat er dependent use projects that includes fill
or structures fromthe Commonweal th hydrants which
this project does, nust pronote public use and
enj oynent of such lands to a degree that is fully
commensurate with proprietary rights in the
Commonweal th area. The design that they have neets
those requirenents. However, it's being offered as
historical mtigation. W feel the historical
mtigation has yet to begin in Wynouth Landi ng,

and we | ook forward to those consultations that
will proceed in the future.
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Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Jane Carr, followed by Lance VanLenten.

Jane Carr.

Lance VanLenten will be foll owed by
Jeffrey My.

VANCE VanLENTEN. Good evening. M
name i s Lance VanLenten. | amthe Director of the
First Herring Brook Watershed Initiative, which is
an environnental group in Scituate.

For the past three years, our
organi zati on has been studyi ng streans, and ponds,
and wetl ands associated wth the Scituate water
supply system This project has been funded by the
DEP, a source water protection grant, which is al so
funded by clean water action run through the EPA

We spend quite a bit of tinme in the
section of G eenbush Scituate, that is called
Brushy Hill. 1It's also known as Hi cks Swanp, and
this is immediately north of the planned | ayover

site. And it's about the area that we studi ed, and
includes -- it's a very interesting and very
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i nportant resource conponents of our water supply.
There are two tributaries in H cks Swanp. On the
east we have C app Brook. Now, C app Brook is
depi cted on USGS maps as a streamthat goes into
H cks Swanp; and as part of our research, we
studi ed streans depicted on the USGS map and
actually went out into the field. And what
happened in this case is that we found that C app
Brook is nmuch | onger than shown on USGS maps. It
actually starts further north closer to Stockbridge
Road, and a section of this tributary which fl ows
nostly fromhere, we studied it for three years,
abuts the rail bed. This is about a 250-yard
section, and it has never been noted in any of the
T's subm ssions. The only comment that we found in
t housands of pages of subm ssions that even brings
up the section is a comment referring to an eroded
channel. This is a tributary that flows into Ad
Caken Bucket Pond, which is about a 600 feet away,
and the T is planning to fill it.

We have submtted materials to you
tonight. This gets a little conplex. [|I'm

obvi ously not going to have tine to talk about it.
But we have given you materials, and we will give
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you nore detail ed subm ssion before April 25th.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Jeffrey Moy, will be followed by Peter Aiello.

JEFFREY MOY: Thank you

My nane is Jeffrey Moy. | live at
33 Ledgewood Drive in Cohasset. And I'm
representing nyself. M house is an abutter of the
rail way.

| noved to this house four years ago,
and it was a new lot, and it was a new hone; and
approximately, | live on two acres of which one
acre of that is wetlands, and that directly abuts
the railway. And of the closest half an acre that
abuts the railroad is actually a vernal pool that
has been identified.

And since living at this honme in the
| ast four years, | have seen the wetl ands | andscape
has changed. Wthin the last two years, | have
seen that the vernal pool has actually crept into

where the rail beds are; and this winter, you' ve
had to wal k around the railway where it's probably
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about two -- at certain points one to two feet
wi dth of waters. And ny concern from an
envi ronmental standpoint is that when the rail beds
are put in that the runoff fromthose rail beds
will go directly into the vernal pool on ny
property, which will severely damage and hurt the
habitants within that pool

The second issue | want to raise is a
safety issue that has not been brought up at all.
| live in a subdivision that has approxi mately
60 hones and 80 children under the age of 12, and
there is a -- when | noved in approxi mately four
years ago, | went to a hearing that the T had at
the Town Hall of Cohasset, | think it's probably
two to three years ago. | |ooked at the nmap, but
t hey did not have chain-link fence that abuts
basically ny property with the railway. And they
told me that their policy was to provide chain-Ilink
fence on property that is devel oped. And so they
did -- were able to put that into the design and
make notation of that; however, directly to the
left of ny property is 30 acres that is undevel oped

that goes all the way fromny property all the way
to the left of Beechwood Street, and | know t hat at
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that property there is a lot of children that are
runni ng through that area. And the T has assured
me that once the project is in place, they wll go
in and put the chain-link fence wherever, but ny
concern is that they do not know where the children
run. They do not know where the children wll go,
and also with the potential cuts in the budget that
they will not do the appropriate thing and put the
chain-1ink fence wherever it is appropriate. So |

ask you if you would be able to consider that good

safety.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker
is Peter Aiello; and followng M. Aiello, | have

been given the sign by our stenographer we need to
change the tape, so we will take a short break.

PETER AIELLO M nane is Peter A ello.
| Iive about a quarter of a mle fromthe proposed
tracks. M concern is about noise pollution, which
hasn't seened to have cone up in great issue.

A 40-ton train with air horns gives off
a trenendous anount of vibration. It gives off a
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tremendous anmount of noise. For exanple, this
morning | heard an ow outside ny window | don't
want to sound like I'"mconpletely in nature here,
but this ow and many other birds and ani mals woul d
not remain there if this tracks are going to have
trains on it runbling down and have them vibrate
all over the place.

| ask you please do not succunb to big
busi ness and the politics that are in favor of
putting in this line. Please have the courage to
do the right thing. | beg you not to approve it as
part of this project.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
gentlenmen, we will take a short break now.

As a rem nder, we have a stenographer
across the hallway should you wish to dictate a
statenent for the record, rather than com ng up and
making a formal presentation. There are no tine
[imts on the individual statenments. And we wll

reconvene at a quarter to 9:00.
Thank you.
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(Wher eupon, there was a short break
t aken.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
gentlenmen, we're going to get started.

The first person will be Gary
Tondorf-Dick foll owed by Steve Shanck

GARY TONDORF- DI CK:  Good evening. Gary
Tondorf-Di ck, representing the H ngham Hi storica
Conmi ssi on.

Qur concerns are fundanentally with the
process, the design/build process and the inability
of that process to essentially provide the types of
protections that we need in order to protect the
historical, cultural and environnmental resources
that are adjacent to the right-of-way of this
proj ect .

A coupl e of specific situations that we
have experienced is that we have had sone neetings
with the fol ks who are nonitoring mtigation of the
project; and when we go through and | ook at the
docunentation, we're finding that there really
isn't enough docunentation in these design/build

docunents, and | really have an adequate
under st andi ng of exactly what is being proposed and
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what the actual ram fications are to adjacent
properties. For instance, like, there is the
Hi ngham Cenetery was -- they were nade aware of
certain walls that had to be noved, none of which
were on any of the specific bid docunents. For
exanpl e, today we found out about three vent shafts
t hat were being proposed as being required for
installation in H ngham Square, which is quite
densely popul ated with sone incredibly inval uabl e
hi storical and cultural resources.

These are the kinds of things with an
appropriate set of contract docunents that would be
done in a design bid and build environnment where
all of the constraints and opportunities can be
ironed out before the project is in construction so
that we have an adequate process and a series of
protections so that our resources -- we can be
assured that our resources is adequately protected.

So we ask you not to -- not to approve
this project under this kind of a contract process,
because we just don't feel that adequate
protections are in place.

Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker
is Steve Shanck, who will be followed by Joshua
Kr umhol z.

STEVE SHANCK: (Good evening. | ama
recent Hinghamresident. | live on Sumrer Street,
not far fromthe Nantasket junction proposed
station. And since | am sonewhat uneducated with
the entire tenure process of this, I"'mnore of a
10-day expert, | will bypass with an inforned
comment with an enotional outburst.

(Laughter.)

STEVE SHANCK:  You know one of the
things that attracted us to H nghamwas it's clear
a lot of natural beauty, a lot of park land, a | ot
of places for children to play. And though we were
aware of the proposed train line, and | don't think
it was quite clear, if it wasn't apparent to us
what it really neant for our nei ghborhood.

Living on Summer Street, it turns out
that will be the only real entrance and exit to the
Nant asket Junction Station. There is only one

entry/exit point. And | amtold that it used to
be -- there were two entry and exit points. And
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that now there is only one due to sone
envi ronnmental concerns that there are sone turtles
living on Kilby Street. | like turtles in general
purposes, but | also like children. And our
children play on Sumrer Street. There is bus stops
on Sumrer Street, and |'m quite concerned about the
fact that the traffic load on Sunmer Street is
sonet hing that has not been addressed, at least to
my personal edification.

Wth this quad-gate issue in play, |
won't go into that, but | think that there ought to
be a lot of thinking about Summer Street. The fact
we have been there for two years of traffic
al ready, that the detour because of the bridge
over pass construction, we don't need another five
years worth of pain.

So | would like to just kind of, you
know, please enforce, if you will, the commtnents
that were nade between the Town and MBTA. Make
sure that they are -- their feet are held to the
fire. Mke sure that we as residents of the
nei ghbor hood are well educated on what this is

going to nmean for us; and lastly, try and comm t
that our children will be well protected. | -- we
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like to play on the street; they should or at |east
not in the street certainly, but on the side of it,
and | don't think that there is nmuch reason to
focus on, you know, sone environnental issue when
traffic really is going to be the primary issue.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Joshua Krunhol z, followed by Martha Bew ck

JOSHUA KRUVHOLZ: Good evening. | am
one of Steve's neighbors. | live in the
nei ghborhood that will nost directly be inpacted by
t he Nant asket station.

W live in an environnmental ly sensitive
area; and as a result of that, there have been a
nunber of actions taken since the original plan to
mtigate the environnental issues. And while
certainly I"'mcertainly in favor of mtigating
t hose environnental issues, the resultant plan that
has been articul ated now at the 60-percent stage is
totally inadequate for mtigation issues affecting

our nei ghborhood. There have been a nunber of
changes that have dramatically inpacted -- inpacted
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a |l ot of our neighborhood, one of which is the
| ocation of the parking |ot, which we heard right
at the outset was noved from one area and put
directly in the backyards of many of our nei ghbors.
Now t hat happened and since that tine, we have
| earned, and we are seeing five significant
bui |l di ngs being put in the very area that they said
t hey cannot put a parking lot, because it was too
wet .

One of the contrasts, one of the
contract terns that was supposed to be in this
parking |l ot was two points of access: One on
Sumer Street where our nei ghborhood is inpacted;
one on Kilby. W have since | earned because of the
great turtle magration that the -- the Kilby access

is not going to be available to us.

Now, |like Steve, | like turtles, too,
but you know, as nmuch as | like Yurtle the Turtle,
we have -- as inportant as that may be, it's having

a significant inpact on our neighborhood, because
what it causes is the Town upholds traffic to cone
entirely down one road.

They were supposed to by contract have
addi ti onal parking. They were supposed to nake
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sure they preserved additional parking. W were
told that the additional was supposed to be this
space, which now is having the five buildings on
it. So we see no evidence that they nade any
effort totry to deal with that mtigation issue.

The last thing that -- and perhaps the
nost troubl esone, because it hearkens back to al
the i ssues we have heard tonight about the
willingness to cut corners, to save a coupl e of
dollars and the inpact it has on mtigation is the
pl an that we just saw has 30-foot lights. | assune
that is so they could have a couple less |ights and
save a coupl e thousand doll ars, because it would
have a broader reach, but to ne it's very
synptomati ¢ of the bigger problens that we are
havi ng, which is that they don't for a couple
t housand dollars, they are willing to have our
nei ghbor hood be standing at and staring at lights
in our second floor window all night |ong.

So we are at |ooking you. W
appreci ate your comng. W are hoping that you
vindi cate the rights that we need to have protected

i n our nei ghborhood.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Martha Bew ck, followed by Thomas Shi el ds.

MARTHA BEWCK: Hell o. Good evening.
My nane is Martha Bewick. And | ama nenber of the
Advocates for the Transportation Alternatives.

And before | begin ny brief remarks, |
just want to thank the Corps for the spectacul ar
exercise in devel oping the informati on we now have
in the 102 -- the 106 process. It finally has nmade
peopl e realize how significant the scope of the
i npacts are going to be; and for that we have the
Corps to thank and the National Trusts and others
as wel | .

Basically, | would like to state that
we respectfully request that the Corps as the | ead
federal agency in the permtting of this project
either deny the permt application of the MBTA on
grounds of inadequate information and require a
full Environnmental |npact Report as the next step
in this long disputed G eenbush rail project.

Because ny statenent is long, | -- |
have outlined categories of inadequate information,
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i ncludi ng the net negative affect on historic
properties at the mtigation. Nobody knows yet
whet her that net negative affect is significant or
not, I don't believe, and that is sonething that
must be exam ned. The lack of the information with
archeol ogi cal inpacts, the viability of the
American fishway, the viability of the
denonstration turtle crossings and i nconpl ete and
insufficient wetland filings all figure in this
regard i nadequate information.

| was happy to hear the Col onel
addressed the fact that you will be | ooking at the
soci oeconom ¢ inpacts. And one of the problens in
t he absence of a NEPA or Federal Environnent al
| npact Report has been that there hasn't been any
soci oeconom ¢ cunul ati ve anal ysi s undertaken as
such. It's been all bits and pieces of a
coll ection of technical information. But tonight
you're hearing fromthe human bei ngs who are goi ng
to be affected, both business people, where the
trains run by is affecting their deliveries, the
trash receptacles, the parking of custoners, the

quality of life in the viable villages where the
MBTA never did an analysis of the 211 businesses in
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Hi ngham Square to find out what their needs were,
or all those people whose hones have already | ost
val ue and whose val ue they won't be able to recoup

Gordon Hersey, who has been here in the
audi ence this evening, tal ks about the tine
43 years ago when pigeons flew in and out of the
bui |l di ng that he now owns, which is the Scoop and
is very viable.

We al so have records about the fact
that the taxes on those houses, their assessnent
was one-sixth the assessnent of other properties in
the Town. So the socioeconomc inpact in this
village alone is part of the equation that affects
the entire line as a whole.

Then in ternms of the need for a ful
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, since the Corps has
exercised a cunul ative control and responsibility
over the entire line of |eadership of 106 process,
thus federalizing the permt process, the Corps has
turned an essentially private action of the MBTA,
original transit authority, into a federal action
for the entire project. There are transit issues

that are included in ny material, but finally, we
hope that you will take a |l ook at what is virtually
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a bad transit project.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Thomas Shields, followed by Mchelle Kenn.

THOVAS SHI ELDS: Thank you. Good
evening. M nane is Thomas Shields. | live at
46 Rockwood Road in H ngham

| " m expressing ny concerns regarding
the MBTA s proposed plans to upgrade railroad
facilities in and around Hone Meadows.

Honme Meadows is of significant
bi ol ogi cal inportance to both the residents
surrounding it and the greater popul ation of the
Town of Hingham As one of many properties
purchased by the H ngham Conservati on Comm ssi on,
Hone Meadows offers residents of H nghamthe unique
opportunity to observe the natural beauty of this
typical tidal freshwater wetland, as well as a
di verse assenbl age of bird l[ife. Hone Meadows al so
offers a significant character defining viewto

t hose residents which surround it, as well as to
town residents who cross the Water Street bridge.
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Several years ago, Hone Meadows was
identified by the Mass Wetl ands Restoration Program
as a priority salt marsh restoration site. Hone
Meadows is also of historical significance. As the
| ast vestige of what was once a nmassive tidal marsh
t hat has since been filled and built upon, Home
Meadows of fers Town residents a uni que opportunity
to observe what the southeast shoreline and H ngham
Har bor used to look like in the early 1800s.

Hi ngham s Board of Sel ectnmen sought to
protect these unique qualities when they signed a
Menor andum of Agreenment with the MBTA. It is ny
understanding that included in the agreenent was
specific measures that woul d be taken during
construction of the line that would protect, if not
mnimze the detrinental inpacts to properties of
hi storical and environnental inportance.

At the March 11th, 2000 [sic] public
nmeeting at the Town Hall to neet -- Town Hal
convened by the Departnent of Environnental
Protection, consultants to the MBTA outlined the
MBTA' s nethods to construct or maintain the new

railroad facilities. And it is clear that the
MBTA' s proposed construction planned in the
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vicinity of Home Meadows is significantly different
than that which was originally proposed. Wth
regard to Honme Meadows, it is clear that the
revised plans are in direct conflict with the
spirit of the Menorandum of Agreenent signed by the
Board of Sel ectnmen and the MBTA.

|"mnot going to be able to read this
all.

It is -- I"msorry -- the increased
tidal flow-- the increased tidal flow as to be
acconpl i shed by replacenent of existing tidal gate,
which is currently too small. Also the existing
60-1inch pipe, which runs fromthe gate to H ngham
Har bor was to be replaced with an 82-inch pipe.

The resulting increase of tidal flow in and out of
Home Meadows was greatly increased. Flushing of

t he Meadow woul d raise the tidal height. Such
changes woul d vastly i nprove the overall habitat
wi thin the marsh.

The current plans do not allow for
this. It is ny opinion that the new proposed
method is going to result in increased filtration

and continued expl osive growt hs of the Phragmtes,
whi ch are gradually choking out the natural flora
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of the tidal marsh. Waterway channels wthin the
mar sh are al so di sappearing at an alarm ng rate.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

THOVAS SHI ELDS: Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  You' re wel cone to
put your entire statenment in, and we'll have it put
in the record. Thanks.

Next speaker, M chelle Kenn, foll owed
by Reverend Janes Rafferty.

M CHELLE KENN: Good evening. |'m
Mchelle Kenn. | live at 7 Hersey Street.

| would |ike to speak specifically
about the four-quadrant gates at the Hersey and
South Streets intersection and al so about the
medi an strip up Hersey Street. A lot of you
nei ghbors have el oquently expressed their concerns
so |l would like to put a personal face on that.

On the -- the first side of odd
nunber ed houses on Hersey Street, there are 10
children under 10 that live there currently. As
the fire chief said, now it takes an additional
five mnutes if the nedian barriers go in and the

t wo- quadrant gates go in for themto reach ny house
and ny nei ghbors' house. Five mnutes to ny child
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who i s younger and choking is too long for nme right
now. That is an unacceptable alternative.

Al so, the two quadrant gates are too
dangerous. It's an unacceptable risk for any of
these children. And the median strip | have
concerns about, because the nedian strip will end
right before nmy driveway. And so | see ny driveway
now as becom ng a space for people to turn around,
who don't want to wait for the traffic of the train
that is going too far. So that is ny safety
concerns.

Traffic concerns. Right now the plans
stop traffic on North and South Street, which are
parall el streets, and this is a very busy
intersection. At comruter tinmes of day, people use
our intersection to get to Route 3A to get to the
commut er boat, to get through Weynouth to go to
Boston, and it will also becone a major
intersection for people who are parked at the
country club T station. So the traffic flow of the
proposed two quadrant gate system at Hersey Street
and South Street, it just doesn't nake any sense to

me. Those are ny concerns there.
And | astly, | have concerns from an
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aesthetic point of view. | have lived in H ngham
for 29 years in West H ngham and it's remarkabl e
how beauti ful the homes are there in the historic
district.

So ny husband and | recently, two years
ago, purchased our house for the reason that our
children woul d have the sane opportunity that we
didtolive in this beautiful town. And it just
breaks ny heart that it would be so randomy
destroyed |ike that.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, nma'am

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Reverend
Rafferty, who will be followed by Janmes Watson.

REVEREND JAMES RAFFERTY: Thank you
|''m Janes Rafferty, Pastor of St. Paul's Church,
147 North Street, imrediate abutter to the proposed
installation of the line.

Over the past several years, | had the
opportunity to speak about the human inpact of this
mainly in terms of safety. The inmmedi ate concern

is the safety of the children who attend our
school, which is located right behind the church,
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an elenmentary school. W currently have 255
students there. During the day after school hours,
Sunday to Thursday, from4:00 to 5:00 and 7:00 to
9: 00, we have over 900 children cone to the
buil ding for religious education. There is a |ot
of traffic. There's m nivans, and cars, school
buses during the school day.

So as the process went on, and the
Menor andum of Under st andi ng was agreed upon, the
tunnel under pass was decided upon like it was
relief. Al the time it wasn't too parochial, if
you will, we just |ooked at our little niche there,
but wanted to | ook up and down the tracks with
great concern about safety for all the other
citizens who are conmng and going into the Square
and to abut our Town. So to have those two
quadrant -- four-quadrant gates, it makes en nent
sense and shoul d be done for the safety of our
children and all our citizens.

Now, to have the tunnel go through
those three crossings, Central, Main, North, South,
that Town Brook has to be relocated. Again, trying

to work with the T to see when that coul d be done,
it looked like the only wi ndow of opportunity to
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safely do it was during the summer nonths when the
school was not being used, and we don't have the
extra traffic. Wth the six nonth tenporary del ay,
it's uncertain what will happen. There is many
concerns about what that brook rel ocation would
bri ng about.

| think that as we hear people speak so
wel | tonight about the environmental concerns,
about the human inpact and ot her safety, these
various crossings, we really want to nmake sure that
bringing a train to a conmmunity can create a
hazard, and we hope that every effort will be nmade
to elimnate dangers. And if it can't be, |
respectfully say that perhaps it should not be
permtted.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
Janes Watson, followed by Thomas Bur bank

JAMES WATSON:  Thank you. Ji m Wt son,
291 Rockland Street, fornmerly a nenber of the

Conservati on Conm ssi on.
The train to me has al ways of fered
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opportunities, maybe not to 19th century havi ng had
liking the train, but some approximtion saving
people fromdriving. But it's always been ironic
that the Town would put the line with the nost
productivity. The G eenbush Line is by far the
most difficult to get to Plynouth and M ddl ebor ough
and, therefore, sliding in behind them There are
many problens. It's also sad but understandabl e
that the community with | east to gain, because we
have the boat has perhaps the nost problens.

The third point is that the idea of
strengthening the existing town centers has been
| ost here, because the new station won't be at
Station Street, because of the need to cone here
wth cars. So there is sone contenporary realities
t hat woul d change sone of the maybe our reasonabl e
| ast hopes. But one opportunity I think we're
presented with, because Station Street area isn't a
new station, we could perhaps restore that section
of Pond Brook to an open channel. Wen we did open
space side of the Town in the late '70s, one
suggestion was that we |ost the whole MII| Pond,

and that was filled at | east an edge of it parallel
to North Street perhaps could be restored to an
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open stone-lined channel, so it's sem natural.

And | know that is sonething that the T
shoul d be required to pay for, but I think it would
be good to incorporate it in |looking at the issues
that Horsley & Wtten rai sed about surcharging the
pi pe. Mybe it wll take sonme pressure off that
and can be reconciled with the needs for the ful
fl ow of Home Meadows. | agree with people who
spoke on that.

And, | think, the third point is that
with the Community Preservation Act, which the Town
did pass, there is the noney to do sone
di scretionary open space things. Perhaps a
nodi fication that free the brook, sonething that's
conpati ble to neet these needs and coul d be funded
at least partly with an open brook.

Thank you. And good luck with the
process.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker Thomas Burbank, foll owed
by Patrick Bowes.

THOVAS BURBANK: Good eveni ng. Thank

you for allow ng ne to speak.
My nanme is Thomas Burbank. | live at
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17 Andrews |Isle, and an abutter to the Home
Meadows.

And ny remarks tonight will just try to
vi sual i ze what a 500 foot inpervious concrete
enbanknment that is six feet high wll visually
i npact all the nei ghborhoods that surround the Hone
Meadows.

Where perhaps with a little bit of
t hought, a vegetated enbanknent woul d be nuch nore
vi sual | y accept abl e.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker
Patrick Bowes, followed by Norman Pal ey.

PATRI CK BONES: (Good evening. | have
been follow ng the neetings. | have been foll ow ng
the G eenbush Line for the past 17 years when it
was initially talked about in Scituate. | live at
24 Wodl and Road in Scituate.

Over the past 30 years, | have wal ked
al ong the seven mles of the abandoned rail bed in

Scituate. | feel that if we're building the
Greenbush Line it woul d have a severe negative



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

237
i npact on the environnent, especially our wetl ands,
vernal pools, and wildlife habitat. | don't think
that the trees in the nei ghborhood woul d survive
with the constant dousing of deadly diesel fuel at
arate of 24 trips a day on this diesel train.

| feel that the alternatives to the
MBTA' s heavy rail diesel projects were never fully
i nvestigated. Perhaps we could save our
envi ronment by studyi ng Express Bus Lines or
services on ferries over the waterways from various
Sout h Shore towns. Successful ferry service are in
exi stence throughout the world and do not ruin the
envi ronment .
| personally am a | obsterman out of

Scituate. And on several occasions through the
past 15 years, | have driven and taken a trip to
Boston and back. It can be done. W did
experinment wwth ferries on Decenber 8th, 1994 out
of Scituate. | actually captained the -- the boat.
It was 110-foot boat. It is doable alternative
that would not inpact the environment. And | think
per haps the MBTA or the powers to be should

investigate this, because No. 1, it would not be a
season inpact on that environment, and | think it
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woul d be a |l ot | ess expensive than this project
they' re tal king about.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker is
Nor man Pal ey, followed by Anthony AGNI-T-T-1, |
bel i eve.

NOCRVAN PALEY: |'m Norman Pal ey,
Preserve Qur Pond, which is a citizens
environmental group in Scituate. And | amalso a
menber of Citizens For Limted Taxation, which is a
tax group, and it's statew de.

|"ve followed this fromthe very
begi nning. W' ve had an interest both
environnmental ly and fiscally, |ooking at the fiscal
inplications both in the Town of Scituate and
statewide. This is not just a matter of safety, or
a particular safety issue. It's not a matter of a
particul ar environnmental issue. It's a nmatter of
whet her we can trust the T to do any of it and to
do it right.

| don't believe that they can. |1've
watched tine after time as the Town of Scituate has
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i npanel ed citizens groups to interface with the T,
and they have given up in frustration. | have
watched tine after tinme as individuals becane
liaisons fromthe Town of Scituate to the T. And
we' ve had verbal agreenents, and we have had
written agreenents, and they have all gone by the
waysi de. They nean nothing to the T.

W can't keep going on. W can't make
these mtigation agreenents and then have them
conpletely violated. W' ve watched this project
skyrocket in price. W were told by Governor
Cel lucci a few years ago that there would be a $400
mllion cap; and then after he left office, it
became 435 mllion. And they said, well, that's
close. And then we see it now skyrocketing. W
see it spiraling toward 500 mllion. And at the
sanme time, on the one hand we see the price going
up, we see on the other hand that they're trying to
hedge on the mtigation agreenents. |nstead of
having the price go up, because they are doing
nmore, we see they are doing less, and the price is
going up at the same tine.

| have been told by reputable people
that by the time this is over that this will be a
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billion dollar project. And with the type of
bui |l di ng, design and build, and | can see the
change orders comng down the line, as the train
conmes down the line, this wll skyrocket out of
proportion, and we can't do it. The state can't
afford it, and the Town of Scituate can't afford
it.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker
Ant hony Agnitti, AAGNI-T-T-I

Brian Curtis. M. Curtis will be
followed by Sue GI-A-CCGHET-T-1, | believe.

BRI AN CURTIS: Good evening. Brian
Curtis, 66 Hersey Street in H ngham and al so
Manager of West Hi ngham LLC, which owns the
commerci al bl ock of property in Wst H ngham
Vill age occupi ed by a conveni ence store, a dry
cl eaners and a fish market.

|"m sure you've all heard the phrase,
you can't get there fromhere. Well, if the

current plan that the MBTA proposes for the Wst
Hi ngham Vil l age is inplenented, that phrase wll
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apply to this area. Not only will you not be able
to get there, but if by chance you do happen to,
there won't be anypl ace to park.

Now, this is obviously a concern for
t he conveni ence store, dry cleaner pickup and | ocal
fish market. |It's also very frustrating, as you' ve
heard from some of the other people dealing with
the T, and we have net wth them on several
occasions and been frustrated by the process and
getting answers. But the primary thing | think
you' ve heard tonight is the issue of the gates.

Now, the current plan that they are
proposi ng has a two-quadrant gate systemwth
medi an barriers. And in this particular
intersection is the Hersey Street/ South Street,
whi ch many peopl e have di scussed, there is actually
four gates, because they are gating each |eg of the
intersection. So if you counted by the past, four
guadrant gates, there is four gates. Well, they've
al ready got four gates. Just put them where they
should go right on the tracks. |It's pretty sinple.

The ot her issues that, as | said we

have -- obviously, | live on Hersey Street, so ny
famly, you know, goes to this area. And the issue
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of crossing safety, et cetera, they are al
concerned about and such, but the primary issue, |
think, is the nedian barriers for us, because they
basically block all access to the property. The
gate system fromwhat | understand, and we have
seen plans that the T proposed back in Novenber of
2000, with a four-quadrant gate system w t hout
medi an barriers. And it basically had, from what
we could tell anyways, no significant inpact on the
operation of this area.

So we would strongly advise you to neet
with the T and have them go back to the draw ng
board, | ook at the plans they had two years ago or
three years ago, get the four-quadrant gates
wi t hout nedi an barriers and | eave us al one and | et
us live our own |ives.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Sue G acchetti.

Lisa Smith. M. Smith will be followed

by James Smt h.
LISI SMTH. Thank you very nuch for
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comng and listening to us. M nane is Lisi Smth,
and | live at 182 South Street which is at the
corner of Hersey and South Street. Qur honme is
known as the Matthew Lincoln Hone and was built in
1725. | grew up in H ngham

The intersection of Hersey and South
Street nmeets in several intersects, is an extrenely
busy intersection. A four-way stop system was
recently inplenented in the fall of 2002, although
it appeared to have had sonme inpact on the
frequency of auto accidents. Because of the heavy
traffic flow through this intersection, | can
attest that accidents do indeed continue to occur.
All intersections by nature will have a percentage
of accidents and near m sses, but the configuration
and |l ocation of this intersection increases the
probability.

Her sey, South, North, and Thaxter
Streets all converge onto this area. This coupled
with the fact that it is a residential area with a
very active commercial and retail site contribute
to the somewhat uni que character

Lastly, this intersectionis in the
m dst of the Lincoln Historic District with
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hi storic homes registered both nationally and in
Massachusetts.

Anot her significant feature of this
intersection is the fact that it is an extrenely
busy school bus route. School buses and ot her
educational transportation vehicles go through the
intersection on Route 2 and from Foster Elenentary,
H ngham M ddl e and H ngham Hi gh School all norning
I ong. School bus traffic is at its heaviest during
hours of commuter rail service in the norning.

In conclusion, to reach a finding with
no significant inpact with the current
signalization design proposed by the MBTA woul d not
be in the best interests of public safety. The
four-quadrant gate systemis safer and is the only
solution for the Hersey/ South Street intersection.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Janes Smth, followed by Anne Hil bert.

JAMES SM TH: Good evening. That was

my wife that just spoke. W nmade both our own
eval uations and cane to sim/lar conclusions. And
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you' ve heard a | ot about the four-quadrant gates at
the corner of Hersey and South Street tonight and
probably heard all the sane reasons.

We've spent a | ot of hours |ooking at
pl ans down at the MBTA fam liarizing ourselves with
the mtigation plan and di scussing various options
before the quadrant-gate option was di scussed and
listed as a specific project mtigation at this
grade crossing. Instead, the MBTA i s now proposi ng
a signalized intersection with nultiple poles, mast
arnms, signal heads and nedian barriers along with
street w denings and al so grade changes.

W' ve tal ked about safety, access.
W' ve tal ked about the visual aspect of it as well.
And there is probably no better way to see what is
really going on at that intersection than to drive
a car, park by the convenience store on the
weekend, and watch the children ride their bikes
and wal k across the street and watch the
unbel i evabl e anpbunt of traffic that cones to that
particular intersection, and you will reach the
sanme conclusion, that it's going to be a disaster.

They have to put a four-quadrant gate
in. They have to -- they really have to get
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their -- get their things together. Go back to the
drawi ng board. It was originally proposed. There
was a tal k about and that word, the four-quadrant
gate option is going to protect the children of
this Tomm. It's going to stop the accidents at
that intersection, and it needs to be | ooked at.

It needs to be done. There is no other option for
that intersection.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Anne Hil bert.

Sam Manian. M. Manian wl| be
fol |l owed by Jack Hobbs.

SAM MANI AN:  Good evening. | live near
t he Nantasket Junction Station and would like to
make one conment about that.

Wth the building of that station there
is going to be additional flooding and overfl ow
fromthe train services, and there is a proposed
sewer systemto go down Kilby Street, and we would
like to request that the Arny Corps insist that the

MBTA participate in that cost and devel opnent of
that sewer systemto accommopdate the runoff from



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

247
t here.

Wth regards to the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng, H ngham negotiated in good faith for
all the provisions of that agreenent; and if the
MBTA is able to withdraw their mtigati on neasure,
it is going to significantly heighten the risk of
fl oodi ng and safety throughout the Town of Hi ngham
And it only seens appropriate that if the MBTA
wants to wi thdraw, perhaps the Town of H ngham
should I'i kew se withdraw their support for this
proj ect.

Wth regard to the MBTA contract, there
certainly is a problemthere, and I don't know if
it's a problemw th poor specifications, or poorly
witten requirenents, or an inconplete technical
proposal, but to allow the | ow bids that cone in,
and deficiencies in their technical specification
and designs and costs is just nonresponsive. An
i nconpl ete proposal woul d be consi dered deficient
and unacceptable in federal contracts. It would
not enter into the conpetitive range for further
consideration and ultimately refuse.

This contract with MBTA and Cashman
exhibits a ot of those characteristics and does
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not represent the best value, job and technical
merit and cost realism

The final point is that if they are
unable to mtigate and successfully address al
t hese problens then the Corps should | ook at
cancelling the current contract in the interest of
the governnent and putting it back out to bid again
so it's conprehensive, inclusive and covers all the
i ssues and problens that we see here tonight. And
if that -- if they still can't do it, then perhaps
the Corps needs to put out a full and conplete
request for an environnmental report that is
unbi ased, objective and is not managed by the T.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Jack Hobbs, followed

L. Maynard Johnson.

JACK HOBBS: Thank you. | know you're
getting tired. It has been a long night -- long
day for you.

| am Jack Hobbs. | live 197 North

Street, about 200 yards from where the quadrant
should -- will be placed. 1'man architect and
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constructi on nmanager.

| see -- before | get into details
about the quadrant, | see a real system c problem
here in the process, and | think it has to do
primarily with the design/build project delivery
system

A nunber of years ago, | wote a book
as Chairman of Associ ated CGeneral Contractors with
the president, the past president of the Boston
Society of Architects about construction project
deliveries. | know when certain project delivery
systens are appropriate and when they may not be
appropri ate.

Desi gn buil ders used on Route 3 North
may have been appropriate for that type of
delivery, but this project is very sensitive. It
has a |l ot of sensitive aspects that | think need a
full hearing not only of the issues, but a ful
desi gn set of drawi ngs so everybody understands the
details that wll affect their lives, everything
froml hear lights in a parking lot, to the
guadrants at a railroad crossing, to retaining

walls. Al those things are part of the massive
design, but they conme to affect real lives when it
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cones to the inplenmentation of them
| live 200 yards fromthe quadrant at
Hersey and South Street. | also have a business on
149 South Street, which is the first building on
the north side of South Street going towards the

Square, so | aminpacted both personally, and ny

famly is inpacted fromthe safety aspect. |I'm
in -- the business of the business has been in ny
famly for 30 years. |It's an interiors business,

an art gallery. VWien I'min that building, nmy kids
go around the tracks, across the tracks to visit ne
and ny wife, and there is a lot of interaction
between the two buildings. | am concerned about
that safety aspect. |'m concerned about the

physi cal construction aspects to my building on

149 South Street. | wll alnost be able to touch
the side of the train fromthe back of ny building
at 149 South Street when the train conmes by. |
have a rental apartnent on the second floor. It
will certainly affect the value of that. It wll
affect the traffic patterns that go in front of ny
business. And | don't know how that will affect it

directly, because |I'mnot aware of all the details
of this design. | understand it's a realignnment
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and a regrading of South Street that may very well
affect ny ability to park at ny commerci al
est abl i shnent .

So there's a |lot of concerns, but ny
bi ggest concern is really the lack of information
and really bad process.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker, L
Maynard Johnson, followed by C aire Hagan.

L. MAYNARD JOHNSON: Hi . | thank you
for allowing us to speak. | hope you Ilisten.
| have to preface | aman abutter. [|'m

about 100 feet fromthe tracks where the train wll
be doi ng about 55 or 60 mles an hour when it goes
by nmy house. So maybe | ama little prejudiced
against the train. | would like to think if |
lived 100 mles fromthe train |'d be prejudiced,
just because | think it would pass the blunder.

To agree with speakers before ne, |
don't think this train would ever be considered if

the rail bed had not been there.
Design and build: Al that says to ne
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is: Does the nane Big Dig nean anything to you?
It's that we are into it now \W've got to go.

Ch, gee, we have got to redo this. And to bring up
sone ol d grade crossings, sonebody gave ne a
nunber. | have no idea whether it's totally true,
but it has got to be close. | live in the Town of
Scituate. Supposedly, there will be 244 school bus
crossings per day. |If you take that out for a
school year at 180 school days, that is 43,920
grade crossings. That is a whole [ ot of chance for
an error.

Wth the grade crossing in mnd, |
woul d ask you people if you haven't wal ked the rai
bed. Take one intersection, which concerns ne,
because ny kids grew up there, the Beaver Dam Road
crossing. It's directly -- it's at the bottomof a
steep hill. It's a nasty spot, and that train is
going to be doing 50 plus mles per hour.

Enough sai d.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,

Cl ai re Hagan.
W 1iam Engli sh.
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Fai r banks, 129 Neal gate Street.

| have no clue what you're thinking.

(Laughter.)

JANET FAI RBANKS: Janet Fairbanks.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, nma'am

JANET FAIRBANKS: | ama Scituate
resident and a fornmer nenber of the Rail Mtigation
Commttee in Scituate that was di shanded as Nor man
had nmentioned. | amnot an abutter. | don't even
live near the train, but | do have a | ot of
concerns. And | would you like to address two of
themtonight. One is the roundabout and wetl| ands
mtigation.

The wetlands mtigation has -- | don't
t hi nk been addressed properly. No studies have
been done on the habitat that wll be displaced.
It is fresh water areas over 5,000 square feet
obviously, and they are going to replicate in the
salt water marsh. |I'mnot sure if trading credits
for that is reasonable. And | would |ike the
mtigation banking reviewteamto | ook at that.
It's obviously not clear to the wildlife living

t here anyway.
The roundabout in G eenbush is the
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maj or access to Scituate, and it will also be the
entrance to the 1,100 car parking lot in G eenbush.
Right now it's an nonsatisfactory intersection.
Wth the roundabout, there will be seven roads
entering this roundabout. Seven. It is not
doable. Right nowthere is an entrance to a state
park there that people wal k across every day. Wen
the light turns, you can then cross. There wll be
no way to cross to get into the state park.

That's it. Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, nma'am

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Lisa Staffieri

AUDI ENCE PARTI Cl PANT: She had to
| eave.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Faith Burke --
Burkett -- Burkland?

FAI TH BURBANK:  Bur bank?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Bur bank. Good
Thank you.

FAI TH BURBANK: Thank you for com ng
t oni ght .

| just have two quick -- | amFaith
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Bur bank, an abutter, and a concerned environnental
educat or.

Concerns for you to consider as you're
nmoving forward: To consider the inpact of the
di esel on the surrounding area, particularly as it
comes out of the tunnel. It wll be right at the
Home Meadows area; and a second point is | would
like -- | want to just reenphasize what Ms.

Fai rbanks just said. To consider the wetl ands
restoration mtigation program the Hone Meadows is
a priority restoration project with simlar
inventories for the south coastal area.

So thank you very nuch for doing that.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
WlliamRugg. M. Rugg will be followed by Richard
Avery.

WLLIAMRUGG M nane is Bill Rugg.
live at 257 North Street in H ngham

| guess | don't harbor any illusions

about the MBTA | ooking out for my interests or the
interests of my famly or the community in which
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live. They are a transit agency. They are
responsi ble to nove people on trains, and | respect
that. However, I'mlooking to you as the |ead
agency in this permtting process to consider the
interests of the comunity and those of ny famly
and nysel f.

| live in an historic district, and as
woul d you expect, the houses in the historic
district are old, they are expensive to maintain.
The future of the historic district and the
structures within that district depend on there
bei ng people lIike nyself and the other people who
own buildings in the district to keep them up and
to maintain them As for owner-occupied buil dings,
as houses turn over, there has to be sonebody el se
to buy them |If they are rental units, the rental
units need to produce enough inconme such that the
peopl e who own the rental unit can maintain them

The place where | live has to be a
desirable place to live, at |east a reasonable
place to live if the historic resources within that
community are going to be maintained over tine.

What |'m asking for you to do is to
i ncl ude specific |language in any permt that you
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shoul d choose to issue that addresses first that
the inpacts of the train be limted to the train
right-of-way itself, and thus the nedian barriers
that are proposed and the w denings in people's
front yards and so forth, which are conpletely out
of character with a historic district, be -- be
prevent ed.

And secondly, froma safety
perspective, but actually nore froma perspective
of aesthetics and imting the inpact of the
proposed rail devel opnent, that the four-quadrant
gates be installed so that, you know, for instance,
we live in a place where you can't have vinyl
siding on the house. And | spend half ny life
scraping. And the community is -- you're willing
to put up with that if you live there.

And what the T is proposing is to put
concrete nmedi an barriers down the streets and have
a design which is much nore of an urban design
conpletely out of character with that nei ghborhood.

And as the | ead agency, |'m asking for
you to put specific language into any permt that

you woul d i ssue that address those things and
protect the character of the conmunity.
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Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker, Richard Avery,
foll owed by Vin Bucca.

RI CHARD AVERY: |'m Richard Avery. |I'm
a Cohasset resident, and I'"'ma trustee and the
Treasurer of the Cohasset Conservation Trust, which
is a private foundation that controls and owns
about 15 or 16 parcels of natural habitat in
Cohasset and Scituate.

Coming late in this hearing, | feel
that we are conming to you as a court of last resort
to either stop or render it harml ess what seens to
be a weapon of nass destruction.

(Laughter.)

RI CHARD AVERY: | have not heard nuch,
if anything, said tonight that is giving us a
bal ance between the good and the bad. | don't see
any ground for a win/wn in finding a solution
wi thin the confines of what you' re |ooking at with
us tonight.

| would hope that as a court of | ast
resort, you can get up in that helicopter, or sone
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hi gh position, and | ook at the inpact of this from
both an enlightened and a future point of view,
that is beyond the capability of any of us that
speak to you tonight, or sonme of the nenbers of the
vari ous governnents that are invol ved.

Because this project is both going
to -- it's what we call as parents enabling
behavior. 1It's going to allow even nore in the
future construction in a dense city and al so spraw
in the suburbs.

As a nenber of the Trust, we are
worried about the land intensity, the | and use
intensity that this will engender. That is nore
than the quad gates or filling a little bit of the
wetland. It is the whole issue of sprawl and nore
peopl e on top of each other.

If you do | ook at this from other
alternatives, and | don't knowif you're allowed to
do that, but for $400 mllion, we could
broaden Route 3 up to the Naval air station, the
Weynout h Naval Air Station, which has rail service
as anple land for parking, that would inprove that

roadway for traffic to the Cape and the rest of the
South Shore. If you can't | ook at those
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alternatives, what we would ask is, obviously,
protection of all the natural resources. W would
al so request a pedestrian wal kway or a bi keway
along the corridor. This connects the H ngham
Skating R nk, the Cohasset golf course, the
Whodsi de Cenetery, the Bancroft Bird Sanctuary and
Sanctuary Pond, a Little League field, the sw nmm ng
pool, the library, the post office, the village
shops and a skating rink.

It is the backbone of Cohasset, and it
woul d be great if a trainis going to runble
t hrough, because you can't stop it, at |east give
us that safe access down that same route.

So if you would really consider who
gains and who | oses, you really have to choose a
group agai nst another. And | don't know how you
choose that group, but | do not see a win/win with
this train com ng at us.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Vin Bucca, followed by Noel Collins.

VIN BUCCA: M nane is Vin Bucca. |'m
from Sci t uat e.
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And earlier this afternoon, in the --
this afternoon's session was a gentl emen who spoke
who represented the railroad industry. He stated
that there were no health issues related to diesel
exhaust .

Well, while eating dinner earlier
tonight I was watching the evening news, and there
was a news story on the evening news that said that
t he Bush Adm nistration today proposed ordering
reductions of nore than 90 percent in nonhi ghway
di esel -engi ne pollution blaned for thousands of
premature deaths, heart attacks and respiratory
ai | ment s.

The story also went on to say, the
br eat ht aki ng hazards posed by di esel exhaust stand
in stark contrast to the | ack of conprehensive
program -- of a conprehensive programto control
di esel em ssions fromall their sources. The
report went on to say also that our current federal
regul ati ons of diesel engines and fuel are a
chaotic patchwork. Particularly susceptible to the
effects of diesel exhaust, it says, are children,

the elderly, and people with asthma
cardi opul monary lung and chronic heart diseases.
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| would like to rem nd the panel that
t he seni or housing conmunity, there is a senior
housi ng comunity both at Weel er Park near the
G eenbush | ayover yard and at the Lincoln Park
devel opnent near the North Scituate station.

We all have a right to clean air, and
we | ook to you to protect that right on our behalf.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
Niel Collins [sic].

Thank you, sir.

M. Collins will be foll owed by Nei
Croni n.

NCEL COLLINS: Thank you.

It's Noel Collins, 365 North Miin
Street in Cohasset.

365 North Main Street is a historic
house, because it's the ol dest teardown in the
nei ghborhood. It's also in a neighborhood that is
blighted by a flood every year. North Main Street

is the main route in the town into the village, and
every year it floods out. And when it floods out,
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no one gets through it. They park a police car
there, and it's turned off. Two years ago it was
shut off for two days, because of a 25-year storm
event. So it doesn't take much.

But what we have been doing for the
| ast couple of years is having the town cut a
trench through the railroad bed to relieve the
flooding into the five-acre pond behind ny
property. | have been working with the T and with
Cashman to try to cooperate on a drai nage sol ution
We don't have one yet. | don't know how you can
issue a permt when we don't have one yet.

| have had neetings with Cashman peopl e
and the T, and they are very polite; and the
unfortunate thing is | frequently |eave the neeting
knowi ng | ess than when | went in, because what |'m
told is, we can't tell you too nmuch at this point.
We haven't designed it in Cohasset. And if they
haven't designed it yet in Cohasset, | don't know
how | can comrent on it here tonight. And if |
can't coment on it here tonight, |I don't know how
you can issue a permt.

Design/build is for dreaners. It's for
politicians. | would hope engi neers would hold
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themand their feet to the fire so that until we
have solutions to problens |ike flooding, no
permts issued. Until we have had a chance to see
pl ans that address those issues, no permts issued.
The cart has to cone after the horse, not before
it.

| have turtles every year that cone
across ny property. Brave little troopers, we have
to turn themaround, try to keep themon the
railroad bed. | haven't had anyone address that
issue. | understand we are trying to preserve
turtle crossings el sewhere. This is a magjor turtle
crossing. No one has contacted ne.

So ny hesitation and ny concern is
that, and Arny Corps of Engineers, | would expect
themto hold back or refuse to issue a permt unti
such time as every plan necessary for a permt to
i ssue has been exam ned by the people, and then
comment ed on.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Next speaker,
Nei |l Cronin.



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

265

NEIL CRONIN. My name is Neil Cronin.
| ama Precinct 9 Town Meeting Menber fromthe Town
of Braintree, and | thank you as well for holding
this hearing tonight.

| have -- | was originally a G eenbush
supporter when this first cane out 12 or 15 years
ago. And | have cone over the many years to
exam ne the details of this project and cone away,
um di sheartened and disillusioned and di sappoi nt ed
by what the MBTA has failed to do. | feel that
they basically are ignoring the Wetl ands Protection
Act, the Clean Air Act of 1970, listening to, or
basi cally sidestepping the historical issues by
financing the whole thing with state noney. They
continue to just march along. It's like they
listen, and they just continue.

The wet| ands issue heretofore the
eternal vernal pools and other wetlands wll be
altered or elimnated, and these laws are here to
protect the wetl ands.

The Clean Air Act, to think that diesel
is a solution in these tines just amzes ne. Since

the Greenbush was first proposed, the reactivation
or rebuilding of the brand-new state of the art
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el ectric generating plant to be at the site of the
old Edgar Station is now being built, cheap, clean,
electric, and | can't believe that in this day and
age we're continuing to |l ook at diesel as a
sol uti on.

You know, none of us in this roomcould
let's say put up a gas station or a hundred hones
on the Driftway in Scituate, but the MBTA can, they
feel, have the right to put in diesel trains, and
t housands of gallons of diesel fuel down there. It
is not a transportation solution.

There are so many issues when it cones

to G eenbush. They never let the Town speak as one

conprehensi ve voice. |t has been a patchwork of
mtigation, pitting town against town. It has been
unfair representation. And they just cone -- they

j ust keep com ng through, you know, in this day
where transportation ideas should be a solution.
This is one dinensional. It has too many safety
risks. Concern after concern has been articul ated
tonight, and they are all legitinmte concerns.

And | also feel that the budget, which

has continued to grow, racked it up to the point of
al nost being double what it initially was is stil
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unrealistic. | feel that they think they can get
this thing rolling and then pursue it just because
it's started. And, you know, wth the nonies
today, listening to alternatives, enhanced water,
transportation, possibly the w dening of Route 3.
Certainly electric rail would be a way to go today.
It's the idea.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Jane Carr.

Ant hony AA-G N-I-T-T-1.

Sue G acchetti -- | amsorry --
G acchetti. Yeah.

Anne Hil bert.

Cl ai re Hagan.

W1 1iam Engli sh.

Lisa Staffieri.

| s there anybody here that would |ike
to speak but did not fill out a card?

ALEXANDER MacM LLAN: | spoke before,
but we intended to give the Corps for their record

a copy of a book that was recently published by the
Hi ngham Hi storical Comm ssion with pictures of --
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of any of the pictures that are taken in the area
along the right-of-way. |It's interesting that we
can give you this book now, because at the earlier
hearing in 1997, we just published the book, which
| think you have in your files. And we have cone
full circle, and we have published anot her book,
and | think you will find it useful. And there are
pi ctures of the railroad construction when the road
was being wi dened in 1898 and ot her pictures
of -- you'll find inportant historically. So |
will give you a copy of this book.

Should I put it in this basket, then?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Yes. Thank you,
M. MacMIlan. W wll have that for the record.

| s there anybody el se that would |ike
to add sonething for the record?

Col onel Green.

LI EUTENANT COLONEL BRI AN GREEN
Thanks, Larry.

We have heard a great many thoughtful
statenents tonight and earlier today and this
afternoon. Careful analysis wll be required

before a deci sion can be nade.
Again, witten statenents nay be



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

269
submtted to the Corps of Engineers unti
April 25th, 2003, and they will receive equal
consi deration of those presented today and tonight.

Each question or issue raised will be
answered or addressed in our Statenent of Finding
upon the issuance or denial of the permt.

And all who submitted a card or witten
comments will be advised of our decision.

W at the Corps of Engineers extend our
appreciation to all who took the tinme to involve
thenmsel ves in this public review process and al so
to the Town of H ngham for the use of this fine
facility tonight.

| would Iike to thank you all for
taking the tinme to provide us with your thoughts,
your comments, and your concerns.

Thank you very much and good ni ght.
(Appl ause.)

(Whereupon, at 9:59 p.m, the hearing

was adj our ned.)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Marianne Kusa-Ryll, Registered Merit
Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing
transcript is a true and accurate transcription of

nmy stenographic notes taken on April 15, 2003.

Mari anne Kusa-Ryll, RWMR



